
Lebanese president suffers mild 
heart attack, condition stable 

BEIRUT CAP) - Lebanese President Elias Hrawi has suf- 

grfBcials aid Wednesday. A statement issued by Sacre Coeur 
Hosp«d m suburban Beirut said the life of the 73-year-old 
Salesman was not in danger. “He is recuperating steadily" *e 
is due to step down as president on Nov. 
r -34- ^ niW1 f eI1 dl at the presidential palace in Baabda on Tues- 
day night and was taken to the hospital for medical tests. He 
spent themghr in intensive care, with his wife Mona ar his bed- 
side. presidential aides said The presidential palace said in a 
statement that HrawTs condition “does not warrant any 
worry.” Media reports said the president would return to his 
residence within 48 hours. The heart attack came less than two 
weeks before he hands over to president-elect Emile Lahoud 
at the end of an extended nine years in office. 
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Regent meets U.S. commerce secretary 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hasson, the Regent, on Wednesday met with 
U.S. Secretary of Commerce William Daley who 
arrived in Amman earlier in the day on a three-day 
visit to the Kingdom. Prince Hassan and Daley dis- 
cussed means of invigorating Jordan-U.S. economic 
and commercial ties. Hie meeting was attended by 
Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh, Royal Court Chief 
Jawad Anani, Minister of Industry, Trade and Supply 
Mohammad Saleh Hourani and Jordan's Ambassador 
to the U.S. Marwan Muasher as well as U.S. Ambas- 
sador in Amman William Bums. 
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!-■'/ . MOST UN. personnel were 
evacuated from Baghdad on 
Wednesday as -the United 
’ States warned it could launch 
l 5: - air strikes without warning for 
*/; - Iraq’s defiance of the Security 
Council over weapons inspec- 
tions. Bui Iraq refosed to back 
I down in the escalating crisis 

as ^ and Deputy Prime Minister 

ing Tareq Aziz told U-N. Special. 

Envoy Prakash Shah that 
- j, Baghdad stiH insisted on 

'■ Ar. moves to lift the eight-year-old 
i-a*.-’ oil embargo. 

;■ “His response was what they 
i. 5 . have already given me: they 
- 7 ’will not be able to desist firm 
their decision unless the Secu- 
.n my Council takes some action 

\-jv - Iin regard of the sanctions," 
' r> '"W said after meeting Am 
iT. . .. Meanwhile, President Sad- 
gj.- dam Hussein's cabinet dls- 
T . t cussed measures to confront 
any U.S. miStaiy strike, the 

• affinal INA news agency said. 
Z' The- Iraqi cabinet consid- 

ered deeply and carefully the 
"Z possibility of an American- 

Zionist strike dial die U.S. 
administration has threatened 
. gainst our people and our 

- hnnyfanri without any man- 
Z - date or Security Council reso- 
“ totionT ENA said. 

The cabinet, chaired by Sad- 
n -j . dam, reviewed “measures 

■ taken- by the different min- 
’ for Etties temeetany eventuality," 

„ 

v i. The Iraqi ministers also paid 
r ^patee to toe “commitment 
. 7 jMHfi^osdiion of the Iraqi 
..jZ'fy&ii confront American 
agression and to bring about" 
; downfall of its conspiracy,” 

~ ihe agency added. 

• 7 .7;,;. In New York, a UN. 

" .'7.; .spckesman announced that the' 

7 r Security Council would meet 
‘‘7 ■"! tote Wednesday and that Sec- 
;1 retaty General Kofi Arman 

• cutting short a North 


African trip and will be back in 
New York on Thursday. 

Western diplomats said 
meanwhile that some Security 
Council members were 
. unhappy that the chairman of 
the UN. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) on Iraqi disarma- 
ment bad decided to pull out 
inspectors from Baghdad 
without consulting the council. 

UNSCOM chief Richard 
Butler's spokesman Ewen 
Buchanan said the Australian 
diplomat decided after discus- 
sions with U.S. officials to 
withdraw all 103 arms inspec- 
tors from Baghdad, amid fears 
for tbeir safety in case of U.S. 
military strikes. He described 
the move as a “precautionary 
measure." 

The sudden evacuation of 
103 UNSCOM staff and 
members of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency served 
to reinforce U.S. and British 
warnings that time was run- 
ning out for Iraq to reverse its 
OcL 31 decision to break with 
UNSCOM. 

Their pullout was part of a 
mass evacuation of some 300 
UN. personnel mostly work- 
ing for the UN. humanitarian 
programme, to ensure their 
safety. Only essential staff 
were being left behind, said 
UN. spokesman Eric Fall 

Hans von Sponeck, coordi- 
nator of the UN. humanitarian 
programme, remained in 
Baghdad and the programme 
designed to ease the hardships 
of sanctions imposed on Iraq 
far its 1 990 invasion of Kuwait 
was to continue. 

Also staying behind was 
Shah, leaving a door open for 
Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein to reach a diplomatic solu- 
tion. 

A first group of around 150 
UN. humanitarian workers 
left the Iraqi capital in a coo- 
ray of buses beaded for Jor- 


budge as U.N. evacuates, U.S. primed to attack 

Tarawneh: U.S. 


strike more likely 



United Nations personnel prepare to leave the U.N. compound in Baghdad on Wednesday. The U.N. announced ear- 
lier in the day that it was withdrawing its ‘non-essential' staff from Iraq in w hat appeared to be a large withdraw- 
al of personnel ( AP photo) 


dan. a few hours after the arms 
experts. A smaller number 
were to follow oo Thursday. 

On the military front, the 
chairman of the U.S. joint 
chiefs of staff warned that toe 
United States would issue no 
ultimatums before launching 
any air or missile strikes 
against Iraq. 


“AVfe feel that there is no 
requirement for an ultimatum 
to be given.” General Henry 
Shelton said on ABC televi- 
sion. "The ball is in Saddam's 
court.” 

U.S. defence officials said 
the Pentagon is ready to 
deploy more than 60 U.S. 
bombers and fighters and two 


armoured battalions to the 
Gulf, sending back forces 
which were massed in the Gulf 
during a previous crisis. But 
Shelton made clear Washing- 
ton could strike without warn- 
ing with the forces it now has 
in the Gulf: an aircraft carrier; 
eight warships capable of fir- 
ing Tomahawk cruise missiles. 


and 173 combat aircraft. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Igor Ivanov, meanwhile, 
warned only that the use of 
force would destroy years of 
hard diplomatic work in Iraq 
and “complicate the situation 
in toe region." 

(Continued on page 3) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh 
Wednesday warned that a U.S. 
military strike against Iraq 
seems to be increasingly likely 
and urged Baghdad to resume 
cooperation with the UN. to 
avert a miliary confrontation. 
Petra news agency reported 

Speaking upon return to 
Amman after a 24-hour visit to 
Saudi Arabia, the prime minis- 
ter said ‘'We have warned Iraq 
that ceasing cooperation with 
the UN. Special Commission 
is very serious and attempts to 
defuse the crisis could be run- 
ning late." 

The prime minister spoke 
hours after toe U.N. began 
pulling out all but essential staff 
from Iraq in what was seen as a 
withdrawal ahead of a U.S. and 
British military strike. 

“Jordan urges Iraq to rescind 
its decision because it has no 
choice but to cooperate with 
toe inspectors," Tarawneh said 
noting thai Jordan warned to 
see a diplomatic solution to die 
standoff. A strike would exac- 
erbate toe suffering of the Iraqi 
people whose economy has 
been devastated by toe UN. 
sanctions imposed after Bagh- 
dad's 1990 invasion of Kuwait, 
the prime minister said 

Tension in the Gulf escalated 
with toe arrival of another U.S. 
aircraft carrier and the depar- 
ture of the UN. inspectors 
from Iraq, toe prime minister 
pointed out 

“When we in Jordan warn 
about the situation we talk 
about its repercussions on toe 
whole region in general and 
Jordan in particular*' toe prime 


minis ter said, noting that Iraq 
has been asking for a compre- 
hensive revision of the sanc- 
tions regime but later halted its 
call. 

He said many parties at the 
UN. Security Council are 
seeking to lift tire sanctions and 
chat should be taken into con- 
sideration by toe Iraqis and the 
UN. to avoid military con- 
frontation and solve the crisis 
diplomatically. 

Tarawneh said that Jordan 
will do all in its power through 
contacts with the various con- 
cerned parties so as to avert any 
adverse consequences on Jor- 
dan pointing out that he will 
hold a meeting of the defence 
council Thursday to review toe 
situation 

The prime minister did not 
elaborate but Reuters quoted 
other officials as saying the 
government is planning to acti- 
vate a contingency plan that 
deals with finding alternatives 
to Iraqi oil supplies and how to 
meet an expected influx of 
refugees from Iraq in the event 
of a strike on Jordan’s neigh- 
bour. 

Jordan receives all its daily' 
requirements of 90.000 barrels 
of crude and fuel oil from Iraq 
under a special exemption deal 
from toe U.N. embargo. 

Asked about possible moves 
by Jordan or other Arab coun- 
tries to defuse the crisis, the 
prime minister said: “My visit 
to Saudi Arabia was within the 
framework of toe Kingdom’s 
policy of seeking Arab solu- 
tions to toe crisis.” 

(Continued oo page 3) 


With conditions and threats: 


Israeli cabinet ratifies Wye River peace accord 


Anani confers with Israeli leaders 


- ""TH, AVIV (AFP) — After 
too weeks of delay, the Israeli 
J govenunent ratified the Wye 
ie£iS Rher peace second on 

roV^I Wedn ? sda ^ 1x11 onl y 

‘ attaching riders to the deci- 
sion, including a threat to 
j annex parts of the Wesr Bank 
" i ff the Palestinians fail to hon- 
. v "| 0ur toe agreement. 

.*•• fc- After more than six hours of 
. 'Sf debate. Pome Minister 
; 'T-"v Beny amin Netanyahu 
auiounced that his cabinet 
*1 * -had voted eight to four with 
^ abstentions to ratify the 
■„ , bod-for-security agreement 
■:.yy_ The cabinet also approved 
>7 Bapsdf the West Bank zones 

• :-' 7 v .? 3 k turned over to Palestin- 

- ■jyjfin control under the so-called 
'/ % e River Memorandum. 

“We took our decision 
7-/-\ respecting three princi- 
” .. - ' I®* — security, reciprocity 

- , . and a daertninaion to main- 
" ^^titelandofgBaterlsrMl" 

i- c tf ^anyahu told a press con- 
. JMbaice, “ft is hard for us to 
n fcl 5 ^ give up even one square cen- 
7-y | totetie of Land." 

^ l The. ; agreement, which 
P should have come into effect 

• f to Nov. 2 bat has been held 


up by Israeli demands for fur- 
ther security guarantees from 
the Palestinians, will now' go 
to the full parliament next 
Monday and Tuesday for 
almost certain endorsement. 

In addition to Netanyahu, 
those voting in favour of the 
agreement included his hard- 
line Foreign Minister Ariel 
Sharon, who had been expect- 
ed to abstain. 

Under the terms of the 
agreement signed in Wash- 
ington (Mi OcL 23. Israel is to 
withdraw over three months 
from an additional 13 percent 
of toe West Bank in exchange 
for a series of Palestinian 
actions against anti-Israel 
activists. 

The pullbacks were due to 
begin next Monday with Israel 
pulling folly out of seven per 
cent of the West Bank now 
under shared control with the 
Palestinians and transferring 
another two per cent of the ter- 
ritory now under its exclusive 
rule to shared control. 

In all, the agreement will 
increase toe West Bank ansa 
under exclusive or partial 
Freshman control from 27 


percent to 40 per cent, in addi- 
tion to toe 60 per cent of the 
Gaza Strip ruled by Yasser 
Arafat’s Palestinian National 
Authority fPNA). 

The delay in Knesset ratifi- 
cation appeared certain to 
push back the start of toe with- 
drawals by several days. 

Netanyahu said the cabinet 
approval was linked to several 
stipulations and be issued a 
bellicose warning to die Pales- 
tinians. 

“If there is toe slightest devi- 
ation from toe [Palestinians'] 
obligations, such as a unilater- 
al declaration of indepen- 
dence, we reserve toe right to 
annex security zones, areas 
near Jerusalem and Jewish 
settlements." Netanyahu said. 

He also vowed to “continue 
strengthening Jewish settle- 
ments in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip” and hinted that he 
would soon approve toe con- 
struction of homes in a contro- 
versial new Jewish neighbour- 
hood in occupied Arab east 
Jerusalem. 

At the same time however 
Netanyahu said that in line 
with the Wye River agree- 


ment, Israel would authorise 
toe opening of the first Pales- 
tinian airport in Gaza “as of 
next week" and at the start of 
the week would begin releas- 
ing Palestinian prisoners “who 
do not have blood on their 
hands." 

.Another rider to the ratifica- 
tion vote was that the Palestin- 
ian National Council (PNO, 
the top Palestinian political 
body, must hold an “appropri- 
ate \ote" to reaffirm the can- 
cellation of anti-Israel clauses 
in die Palestinian covenant, he 
said. 

The text of the Wye agree- 
ment mates no mention of 
such a voce, saying only that 
members of the PNC and 
other Palestinian bodies 
would “reaffirm" toe cancella- 
tion of the offending clauses, 
presumably by acclamation. 

A third Israeli stipulation 
stated that Israel will yield no 
more than one per cent of the 
West Bank in a further interim 
pullback required after toe 
three-month staged with- 
drawals are completed. 

Chief Palestinian negotiator 
Saeb Erakat denounce! the 


conditions and threats 
attached to Israel’s ratification. 

“We call on the Israeli gov- 
ernment not to use toe lan- 
guage of conditions and 
threats because this is not 
within toe framework of the 
agreement and any conditions 
outside the framework will be 
a violation of toe accord." he 
told AFP. 

“We are committed to what 
we signed in Wye River and 
we will implement toe agree- 
ment word for word, not more 
not less,” he said. 

Netanyahu, whose govern- 
ment relies on support from 
hardline nationalist parties 
fiercely opposed to ceding 
more West Bank land to toe 
Palestinians, had postponed or 
broken off cabinet debate on 
toe agreement four times 
before finally holding 
Wednesday’s vote. 

Hundreds of Jewish settlers 
living in toe West Bank and 
their supporters held a 
demonstration in Tel Aviv 
Wednesday night to voice 
their continuing opposition to 
the accord. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Royal 
Court Chief Jawad Anani on 
Wednesday held talks with 
Israeli leaders on bilateral 
relations and toe latest devel- 
opments in the region. 

Anani, on a one-day visit to 
Israel, met with Israeli Presi- 
dent Ezer Weizman. Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Infra- 
structure .Ariel Sharon. Jordan 
Television reported. 

At his meeting with 
Netanyahu. Anani stressed 
toe need for implementing 
toe Wye River Palestinian- 
lsraeli peace agreement 
signed in Washington recent- 
ly- 

Netanyahu stressed that his 
government was serious 
about toe endorsement of the 
Wye River agreement adding 
that his government’s next 
focus will be the final status 
negotiations. The Israeli gov- 
ernment approved the agree- 
ment later in the day. 


Weizman phones King 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hussein on 
Wednesday received a telephone call from Israeli Presi- 
dent Ezer Weizman who inquired about the King’s 
health, Jordan Television reported. President Weizman 
wished the King continued good health, speedy recovery 
and safe return borne. 


Anani said His Majesty 
King Hussein has been mak- 
ing every possible effort to 
establish a regional peace so 
that the people of the region 
can live in peace on their 
national soil. 

Anani reviewed with 
Sharon toe future of the Jor- 
danian-lsraeli ties in the after- 
math of the approval of the 
Wye agreement by toe Israeli 
government. 

The two sides also dis- 
cussed trade and economic 
relations between Jordan and 
Israel and Jordan and toe 
Palestinian National Authori- 


They also agreed on facili- 
tating the flow of commodi- 
ties and increasing their vol- 
ume. 

Sharon will head an Israeli 
delegation to Jordan for a 
meeting with HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan, toe Regent. 
Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh and- senior Jordan- 
ian officials. 

Anani was accompanied on 
the visit by Jordan’s Ambas- 
sador to the U.S. Marwan 
Muasher and Jordan’s 
Ambassador to Israel Omar 
Rifai. 


Government denies it is 
considering general amnesty 


-V-ib 


Israeli arm y arrests six Palestinians after two soldiers shot 


■ (AFP) — The 

■ army arrested .six 
' ^Fdestinrans on Wednesday 
••Vv'®’ 81 1 tillage near the site 

? where ; two Israeli soldiers 
7\v : : ‘X wounded in an ambush 
' . ■<> K*® 6 the- previous night, wit- 

: *;7V'fe. te, ses said 
7 ; i troops and security 
. y . ^cqjs arrested the six men 
' - ? ct»ducted house-to- 
' searches in the village 

- to a hftht 

.* >5* aspects in the shooting, 

■z\' '- a *' n *nesses.saidL 

• village, which lies in a 
region under Israeli array 


control, was placed under a 
curfew during the hunt 
which lasted several hours. 

One soldier was seriously 
wounded and a second light- 
ly hurt when gunmen in a 
passing car shot at their vehi- 
Sewith automatic weapons. 

The rear doors of the vie- 

tuns' whiK P»;up 
were riddled with bullets and 
the back and side windows 

were smashed. 

The vehicle earned Israeli 
army licence plates buttoere 
was no immediate confirma- 
tion that toe two wounded 


were soldiers. 

Dozens of Israeli troops 
arrived on toe scene within 
minutes and sealed off toe 
area. 

Soldiers.said toe allackers 
drove off towards the Pales- 
tinian-controlled sector of 
Hebron in toe West Bank, 
out of toe army's reach. The 
truck was sitting in toe mid- 
dle of an undivided highway 
near a West Bank crossing 
which leads to Hebron. The 
Jewish settlement of Omiel 
is about 1.6 kilometres east 
of toe junction. 


The two victims, aged 21 
and 23, were brought to 
Soroka Hospital in Beershe- 
ba. Hospital spokeswoman 
Balya Kuris said one man 
was in serious condition 
with a chest-wound. The 
other had small fragments of 
glass in his head and his 
wounds were considered 
mild, she said. 

Kuris said one of toe 
wounded was a settler from 
Omiel and toe other was 
from toe Israeli coastal town 
of Netanya. 

“We were sitting watching 


the municipal election 
results on television when 
there were some very loud 
bursts of fire, it sounded like 
an entire clip of ammuni- 
tion." Yehuda Click, a resi- 
dent of Omiel, told toe radio. 

The shooting occurred 
around 11:20 pan. local 
time, just hours after the 
Israeli government 

announced it had received 
new assurances from toe 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity that it would take neces- 
sary steps to fight Islamist 
groups. 


By Caroline Faraj 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment Wednesday dented 
local media reports that it 
was planning to issue a 
general amnesty to par- 
don hundreds of convict- 
ed prisoners in obser- 
vance of His Majesty 
King Hussein's 63rd 
birthday which falls on 
Nov. 14. 

“This talk of a draft 
pardon law is inaccurate: 
it is not even on toe agen- 
da of tomorrow's (Cabi- 
net) session " one senior 
government official told 


toe Jordan Times. 

Local newspapers said 
on Wednesday the Coun- 
cil of Ministers would 
hold an extraordinary 
session on Thursday to 
endorse a draft pardon 
law prepared by the inte- 
rior ministry. 

One daily said the par- 
don would exclude pris- 
oners convicted of pre- 
meditated murder, espi- 
onage, rape and “terrorist 
activities." 

The Cabinet postponed 
its regular meeting on 
Monday to Thursday 
because Prime Minister 


Fayez Tarawneh was on 
an official visit to Saudi 
Arabia. 

However, some offi- 
cials did not rule out 
prospects of a pardon to 
be issued by His Majesty 
King Hussein after he 
returns home from 
chemotherapy treatment 
in the U.S. 

Officials said any draft 
pardon law is usually 
prepared and endorsed by 
the government in line 
with Royal directives. 

In previous years. His 
Majesty has issued sever- 
al general amnesties. 
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Yilmaz under pressure to quit 
after allegations of mafia ties 


Key coalition member demands resignation 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish 
Prime Minister Mesut Yil- 
maz's minority government 
sii'KXi in peril on Wednesday 
after a key powetbtoker 
demanded he resign over a 
corruption scandal. 

Republican People's Party 
iCHP) leader Deniz Baykal's 
dramatic call followed the late 
night television broadcast of 
taped accusations against the 
government by businessman 
Korkmaz YigiL Hours earlier, 
Yigit had been detained by 
police for questioning about 
his idle in a major bank sell- 
off. 

“Yigit tape drops like a 
bomb." said the Yeni Yuzyii 
daily. 

"Revenge tapes rock the 
government,” screamed 
Sabah. 

Yigit denied accusations he 
had worked with an alleged 
underworld boss to win the 
sell-off tender for Turk Ticaiet 
Bankasi (Turkbank), insisting 
he was being urged on by fig- 
ures at the “highest level in the 
state." 

The Turkish stock market 
plunged 17.54 per cent by 


early afternoon on the grow- 
ing political uncertainly. Bond 
yields jumped 15 percentage 
points to 146-147 percent 

Yilmaz was meeting with 
party officials at his home. A 
statement was expected later 
in the day from the prime min- 
ister. 

Baykal's 55 deputies hold 
the balance of power to 
Turkey’s parliament and have 
supported Yilmaz's fragile 
minority coalition over a num- 
ber of votes. In recent months. 
' however, that support has 
become less than wholeheart- 
ed. 

“Yilmaz shouldn't tire him- 
self and Turkey any further... 
he must resign immediately," 
Baykal told reporters in parlia- 
ment. 

Yigit was detained on Tues- 
day by police investigating the 
Central Bank selloff of Turk- 
bank. 

In a tape of a telephone con- 
versation released by the CHP 
last month. Yigit is heard dis- 
cussing die sell-off of Turk- 
bank with suspected under- 
world boss AJaattin CaldcL 
Cakici offers his help in dis- 


couraging other bids and win- 
ning the tender. 

Yigit submitted the highest 
bid, but the sell-off was sus- 
pended after the release of the 
Cakici tape. 

Yigit said in Tuesday's 
video: “1 asked for do help 
from Cakici Why should I 
ask for any help from Cakici 
when there is support coming 
from the highest level in the 
state saying ‘buy the bank and 
go into the media'?” Cakici is 
in jail in France for travelling 
on false papers. 

Arrested earlier this year on 
an Interpol warrant, be is 
wanted in Turkey on accusa- 
tions of extortion and ordering 
killings. 

“Yilmaz must resign as soon 
as possible, if necessary 
today'* the leader of the main 
opposition Islamists was quot- 
ed by the Anatolian news 
agency as saying. 

Ex-premier Tansu Ciller 
said: “One day he'll be taken 
away with his wrists in the 
handcuffs of justice.'' 

A deputy from Yflmaz's 
Motherland Party asked what 
would follow if the govern- 


mem woe forced out “This is 
a minority government. Those 
who want to overturn it can do 
so, but they take the conse- 
quences on themselves," Ulku 
Guney told reporters. 

What was not clear was 
whether Yigit's accusations, 
p rimari ly against Y ilmaz and 
Minister of State for the Econ- 
omy Gunes Taner, would gain 
credence, or if they would ulti- 
mately be dismissed as what 
one politician called “haired 
and revenge." 

Yigit's rise in the Turkish 
business world, from begin- 
nings in construction, was 
marked by moves to buy the 
popular Milli yet and Yeni 
Yuzyii newspapers and private 
television stations. 

He has since withdrawn 
from the Mflliyet deal and 
relinquished ownership of 
YeniYuzyL 

IfYflmaz foils ahead ofpoDs 
set for April,' Demirel should 
ask the head of the largest 
party to try to form a govern- 
ment 

This would be the Virtue 
Party so despised by the mili- 
tary. 


‘U.S. could land troops in attack against Iraq’ 


CAIRO (AP) — The United 
States and Britain have planned 
a three-phase strike against Iraq 
that could involve deploying 
troops in the country, a leading 
.Arabic newspaper quoted 
diplomats as saying. 

After each phase of military 
action, the allies would present 
Iraq with a list of demands 
pending further strikes, the 
London based daily A1 Hayat 
said in its Wednesday edition. 

The diplomats did not speci- 
fy the demands, but they would 
certainly include Iraq’s revers- 
ing its Aug. 5 decision to freeze 
all cooperation with the U.N. 
inspectors charged with over- 
seeing the elimination of Bagh- 
dad's weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 

AJ Hayai said the diplomats 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity from Amman, cit- 


ing as the source of die plan 
briefings to Arab leaders by 
U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Cohen during his tour 
of the Middle East last week. 

U.S. officials have not speci- 
fied what action they might 
take against Iraq. But Pentagon 
planners have prepared deploy- 
ment orders that could put tens 
of thousands of U.S. ground 
troops. 100 more warplanes 
and additional ships into the 
Gulf should President Clinton 
order sustained attacks against 
the country. 

The U.S. force in the Gulf is 
now about half the size it was in 
February during the most 
recent standoff over weapons 
inspections. 

The report, leaked to A1 
Hayai, the Arab World's lead- 
ing newspaper, could be a 
warning to Iraq that an attack 


would not be merely a retaliato- 
ry strike but instead a sustained 
campaign. 

The London-based newspa- 
per did not say how Arab lead- 
ers viewed the reported plan, 
but publicly all Arab govern- 
ments have called for a peace- 
ful solution to foe standoff. 

There is widespread feeling 
in the Arab Wodd that foe sanc- 
tions imposed on Iraq after its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait have 
inflicted too much suffering on 
ordinary Iraqis. The sanctions, 
which cover the sale of oil, have 
devastated the Iraqi economy. 

A1 Hayat outlined the follow- 
ing steps in the plan: 

— In the first phase. LIS. and 
British jets would attack bases 
of the Iraqi Republican Guards 
for four days, the newspaper 
said. The guards are the elite of 
the Iraqi army and regarded as 


foe mains tay of President Sad- 
dam Hussein's government. 
The United States and Britain 
would then issue an ultimatum 
to foe Baghdad government, AI 
Hayat reported. 

— In the second stage, if 
Baghdad does not respond to 
Hpmarvte the American and 
British air forces would hit 
presidential palaces and Iraq's 
infrastructure, including the 
bridges that were destroyed in 
the 1991 Gulf war bur repaired 
since. After the second phase; 
“a harsher list of demands 1 ’ 
would be delivered to Iraq. 

— finally, ifBaghdad did not 
respond satisfactorily, the U.S. 
and British forces would land 
troops in Iraq to attack “sensi- 
tive sites." America and Britain 
drew up foe plan during the ear- 
lier crisis, it said. 


Ultra-orthodox strengthen hold on Jerusalem 


TEL AVJV i AFP) — Ullra-orthodox par- 
ties strengthened their position in 
Jerusalem's city government during this 
weeks local elotions, sparking fears 
among secular residents of a looming reli- 
gi-xis crackdown, according to results pub- 
lished Wednesday. 

In Tuesday’s vote, incumbent mayor 
Ehud Olmert a secular member of Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu's nationalist 
Likud Party, easily won reelection with 60 
per cent of the ballots. 


But in the parallel race for the 5 1 -member 
city council his list suffered a stinging 
defeat, notably at the hands of parties repre- 
senting foe city's large minority of ultra- 
orthodox Jews. 

Olraert's Likud captured only three of the 
council seats, while three religious parties 
grabbed 15. making them by far the biggest 
bloc in foe local government 
The ultra-orihodox Shas Party, champion 
of Sephardic Jews of North African and 
Middle Eastern origin, was the biggest win- 


ner, taking five seats compared to only one 
in the previous council — apparently in part 
thanks to rabbis' promises that voters who 
back the party will go to beaven. 

The main opposition Labour Party only 
garnered two seals while two left-wing anti- 
religious patties gained seven and various 
mines' groups won four 

The Palestinian residents of Arab east 
Jerusalem for their part mostly boycotted 
the election so as not to legitimise Israel’s 
occupation of their sector of the city. 



TEACHERS’ STRIKE IN LEBANON: Lebanese Minister of Education and Youth Jean Obeid is surrounded by 
public secondary school teachers at a sit-in Wednesday in front of the ministry in Beirut. Lebanon’s public sec- 
ondary school teachers started an open-ended strike on Nov. 9 and vowed to continue striking until their 
demands for better pay were met (Reuters photo) 


Algeria’s El Watan 
daily appears after 
24-day interruption 

3 dailies still in ‘debt’ row 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria's 
most influential daily El 
Watan reappeared on Wednes- 
day after it went unpublished 
fox' 24 days because of a debt 
row with gov ernm ent printing 
presses which its editors said 
was politically motivated 

It hit the newsstands with a 
headline calling the reappear- 
ance triumph and.deyoted^ 
four pages to coverage of the 
showdown wiih foe authorities 
over the debt dispute. 

Three other non-govern- 
ment newspapers, Al Khabar, 
Liberie and Le Quotidien d’O- 
ran, also involved in the dis- 
pute, reappeared three days 
ago after paying their debts. 

Le Matin, La Tribune and 
Le Soir d’Algerie have not 
reappeared as their editors stiD 
refuse to repay cash demanded 
by foe government. 

The editors of the seven non- 
government dailies had at first 
been united alleging that the 
government had used the debt 
question as pretext to stifle 
freedom of the press and 
quash reports of corruption 
and malpractice by senior offi- 
cials. 

As the conflict went on 
some editors warned their 
newspapers could be pushed 
into bankruptcy unless they 
resumed publishing. 


Officials at the printing 
presses on Sunday refosed to 
print El Watan although it had 
paid back its debts a day earli- 
er. The officials said four days 
were needed to check that the 
money received from the 
newspaper's editors matched 
the debt 

El Watan’s editors said the 
delay , was evidence ^ihat .dte , 
debt row was’i»bt«^y'(A>‘ 


‘The 'raUymg" foump&ed,^ 
the newspaper said in its front 
page headline, refaring to 
support from readers, journal- 
ists, opposition politicians and 
human rights activists. 

‘The decision to suspend the 
dailies had been taken at the 
highest level of the govern- 


ment," El Watan said. 


The government, which 
enjoys a monopoly over print- 
ing bouses and paper imports, 
insisted tile dispute was purely 


commercial. 

0 Watan and Le Marin gave 
prominent coverage to allega- 
tions by a former military 
intelligence official ofbrumlity 
and graft involving President 
Li amin e Zeroual’s top adviser 
and preferred successor 
Mohammad Betchine. 


Betchine, who initially said 
the allegations were unproven, 
quit his job last month. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israel says ‘spies’ did not snoop on Cyprus 

TFT. AVIV (R) — Israel said on Wednesday that two of its 
nationals detained by Cypriot police on suspicion of espionage 
bad not been spyingon Cyprus or woricmgforTurtay. But a cryp- 
tic Foreign Ministry statement gave no due to precisely what Udi 
Hargov, 37. and IgaLDarnary, 49. were up to vith listening equip- 
ment at a rented apartment in a sensitive military area on the 
Mediterranean island’s southern coast “Recent reports stating 
that Israel is engaged or had been engaged in spying for Turkey 
in Cyprus are baseless." the statement by ministry spokesman 
Aviv Shir-on said. 

‘Employees responsible for Egyptian crash’ 

CAIRO (AFP) — Three railway employees were Mamed by a 
commission of inquiry on Wednesday for a train crash in Egypt’s 
northern Delta last month that killed 48 people. The committee, 
made up of railroad and technical experts, said in a report that 
assistant conductor Hosni Mohammad Abdul Latif shut down foe 
automatic breaking system after the train left Alexandria station 
OcL IS. according to judicial, officials, The train’s chief conduc- 
tor and 47-ofoer.people died in the disaster; which was initially 
y^n^.on.a^^riq^ragpa^engeL i; . 

Americans warned over Luxor anniversary 

CAIRO (R) — The U.S. embassy has warned American citizens 
in Egypt to take extra care in case of attacks timed to coincide 
with the anmveisaiy of last year’s massacre of tourists in the 
southern resort of Luxoc “Bearing in mmd that incidents like the 
one that occurred in Luxor could entail attempts to exercise vio- 
lence on or around rite same date, all American citizens in Egypt 
should exercise caution and review their personal security prac- 
tices, especially at tourist facilities and in or around U-S. govern- 
ment buildings.’’ said a message from foe consulate issued on 
Monday. 

Satellite receivers seized in Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian authorities have seized a key car- 
rying satellite equipment under the guise of nma fis h , the official 
news agency 1RNA reported on Wednesday. Police found 255 
'satellite receivers in the vehicle, although foe driver's papers said 
the lorry was carrying “tuna fish.” foe news agency sard, citing 
police officials. Tire tertian government has banned stellite dish- 
es in its drive to check the inroads of “dtx^ident Western culture” 
but government agencies and politicians are allowed to use them 
for “research" purposes. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 47731 11-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
Thursday Programmes 

15:10 Cartoon — Superman 

15:30 Drama — Adventures of 
Huckle Berry Finn 

Dt. - Life m the Digital BJce 

17:00 French Programme 

18:15 Sliders — Sparks 

W:«l Lc Journal 

19:15 Science Magazine — 

L'> iruf De Culomb 

1930 .News Headlines 

j '^:35 ..Comedy —Family Matters 
j 20:00 Doc. - Museums of the Wodd 
j 20:30 Drama — Dr. Quinn the 
j Medicine Woman 

[ 21:10 Oprah Winfrey 

! 22:00 News in English 

! 22:3ft Feature film — ‘To My 
Daughter With Love" 

i 23:59 .Comedy — The Boys 

,00:30 Ertdof T.X. 

I Friday Programmes 

| 15:10 The Toy Top 

1 15:30 Treasure Hum 

"/■M ........French film 

I IS:! 5 The Simpsons 

j 29:110 - Le Journal 

) 19:15 ..French Programme — 
i Alio La Tern: 

j 19-JO News Headlines 

j 19:35 ...Comedy — The Fresh 
j Prince ol Bel-Air 

j 20:00 Cinema. Cinema 

| 20:30 Babylon-5 

1 21:10 Fat Cat. Thin Mice 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 .The X Files 

23:10 .The Halifax 

2*59 End of TA. 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:57 Fajr 

05:57 (Sunrise) Duha 

11:20 Dhuhr 


14:17 -..‘Asr 

16:43 — .Maghreb 

18:02 _isha 


CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh,Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
' 4632785 

St Joseph Church Tel. ..,..4624590 
Terra Sancla Church Tel. 4622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/462481 1. 

St Afrern Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in .Amman Tel. 5811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College Tel- 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation. Swei- 
Beh Tel. 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 

Catholic Parish Tel. 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 

4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 4771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
It will be sunny and fine . tem- 
peratures rising slightly, and 
winds light to variable. In 
Aqaba, moderate weather con- 
ditions will prevail, winds 
northerly moderate, and seas 


calm. 

Amman 10/23 

Aqaba 15/28 

Deserts. 09/24 

Jordan Valley 14/29 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 19, Aqaba 25 
Humidity readings: Amman 
48 per cent, Aqaba 52 per 
cent 

Following are the tempera- 
tures expected today in the fol- 
lowing areas: 


Ajloim .08/18 

Jerash 12/23 

UmQays „ 11/22 

Madaba .09/22 

Petra 08/23 

Dead Sea .09/24 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dc MarinNbafi -5350435 

De AbduiM^jidAf Sha’ir.4391405 

De HaniAl Ahmad 4394336 

De Falter Jftbrisi 5522233 


AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy .5661912 

Al Salam Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ..5537004 
RcknAlDawa Pharmacy 5536169 

man): 

Dr. Issam Al Salih ..—.(02)246858 
Fon’ad Pharmacy .(02)275360 
ZARQA: 

Dr. Zofaonr Al QadL (09)906606 
Palestine Pharmacy ..(09)983562 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre... -46371 1 1 
Gvfl DefeaxDepanmere^66111I 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 463034 1 

Ovil Defence Emergency — 199 
RescueR4oe 192,4621111,4637777 

Fire Brigade. .4617101 

Blood Bank. 4775121 

Highway Police. 5343402 

Traffic olice 4896390 

Public Security Dept.— 4630321 

Hold Complaints .....5605800 

Price Complaints. .5661 176 

Vto&Sewe^ConpbiiB 4897467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 4787111 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) — 121 

Overseas Calls .0132 

Central Amman Telephone Repairs 

.4623101 

AbdalrTeL Repairs — .5661 101 

Jordan Television 47731 1 1 

Radio Jordan ..... 47741 1 1 

Water Authority .5680100 

J. Electricity Authority -581561 5 
Electric Power Co. — .46363$ 1 
RJ Flight Information 44-53200 
Queen Alia Ind. Airport ...44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surety 5921 199 

The Islamic. Abdli — 5666131/7 
Hussein Medical Centre— 5856856 

LuzmDa — 4630195 

Khalidi Matermty.— 4644281/6 

AJrileh Maternity -.4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Matemity._.4642362 
Malhas, J. Amman. .-.4636140 
Palestine, Shmdsani 5607071 
Shmdsani Hospital .—...5607431 

Jordan Hospital - ...5607550 

University Hospital — 5353444 
Ai-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 5664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhaj reen 4777101/3 

AJ-Bashir 4775111/26 

Army, Marta 489161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital—.....^ 157100 

Amai Hospital 5607155 

Al Amal Cancer Centre >5353000 
ZARQA: 

Zatqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

<09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital — (09)98673 1 
Al Hflarta Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

402)275555 

Roman Catholic Hospital 

402072275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 
(02)7101372,(02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02)7102831,(02)7102011 

Speciality Hospital (02)7103 100 

AQABA: 


Princess Haya Hospital (03)2014111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Ada 
International Airport Tel. 
[44 >53200-5, where it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 (527(00.1. Information on 
Royal Wings flights can be sup- 
plied on phone 4S7520I-5 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


07:15 -Sanaa (RJ) 

0&25 Bombay (RJ) 

08:50 — Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

09-JO .New Delhi (RJ) 

09J0 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

1(M)5 Beirut (RJ) 

10:05 — Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

1035 .Colombo (RJ) 

13:05 Sharm Al Shaikh (add) (RJj 
15:00 NewYwk,Amstadara(RJ) 

16:15 Athens. Marka (RJ) 

1635 London (RJ) 

1735 Stem Al Shaikh (add) (RJ) 

18:05 Kuwait (RJ) 

18:15 —Paris, Aqaba (add) (RJ) 
19:05 Bangkok, Calcutta (RJ) 
19:15 Abu Dhabi, AI'Ain(RJ) 

23:05 LamacafRJ) 

2339 Cairo (add) (RJ) 

0030 Sharm Al Shaikh (add) (RJ) 
0130 .Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

13:15 .Riyadh (SV) 

14:05 Rome (AZ) 


14:10 Shariqah (AH) 

14:45 Doha (QR) . 

1535 Dubai (EK) 

1735 Muscat, Dubai (GF) 

18:40 — Beirut (ME) 

193)5 — — Paris (AF) 

2035 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

20:40 Cairo (MS) 

23:10 Istanbul (TIC) 

0035 Moscow (SU) 

01:15 AmsterdamfKL) 

04:10 — .. Jjoodon (BA) 


Royal Wings (RVV) Flights ' 
For Thursday ■ 

0930 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

KklO-Aqaba (arriving al Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

16:00_Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

2230 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

00:15 Td Aviv (arriving at 
QAIA) (RW) 

For Friday 

0930 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

10:10-Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

l&ffiLAqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

18>I5 Tel Aviv (arriving at 
QAIA) (RW] 

2230 Aqaba (arriving ai Marks 
Airport) (RW) 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

0*00 Paris (add) (RJ) 

06:30 Beirut (RJ) 

10HX) Sharm Al Shaikh (add) (RJ) 
H -00 ...-Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 


tn 


11:00 

11:00 

Afcu Dhabi, Al ’Ain (RJ) 

11:25. 

12.-05 

Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 

12:10 


12:1* 


1435 Sharm Al Shaikh (add) (RJ) 

1930 

20:10 

Lamaca (RJ) 

_ . ._. Cairo (RJ) 


2030 ...... Jeddah (RJ) 

2030 Cairo (add) (RJD 

2230 Sharm Al Shaikh (add) (RJ) 

23:00 .Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

00:10 MaLKuakUm^JtfcanaffU) 

Other Flights 

0635 Damascus. London (BA) 

07:10 .Frankfort (LH) 

14:45 Riyadh (SV) 

15:00 .^Annabah, Algiers (AH) 

1530 Rome (AZ) 

1535 Doha(QR) 

17:00 .Damascus, Dubai (EK) 
18:15 Abu Dhabi Muscat (GF) 

20H)0 Beirut (ME) 

21:10 Tel Aviv (LY) 

21:40 Cairo (MS) 

0135 Moscow (SU) 

02:15 AmsterdamfKL) 

04:45 Alexandria <RA) 

Royal 'Wings (RW) (tights 
For Thursday 

07:00 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port) (RW>- 

0830—Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
prat) (RW) 

2030 ^Aqaba (from QAIA) (RW) 
2230 Td Aviv (from QAIA) 
(RW) 

For Friday • 

0730 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port) (RW) • 

0830._Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

1630 Tel Aviv (from Marka Air- 
port.XRW) 

2030 -Aqaba (from QAIA) (RW) 


Home News 
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‘World 

Food 

Programme 
ready to 


assistance 
toAJordan’ 

AMM^N (Petra) — The 
executive -director of the 
Vfojd&\ Pood Programme, 
(foh mhfr Pertuii. Wednes- 
day said the organisation is 
xeady" to provide assistance 
to dte. Kingdom to help it 
jpipm ve the quality of life 
0 f Jordanians. 

The present WFP pro- 
gramme for -Jordan, which 
will - continue until 2002, 
aims: at: expanding the area 
“i .of land that can be 
reclaimed, for agricultural 
use and enlarging forest and 
pasture areas, said Pertini. 
addk She noted that the WFP 
butt will extend an estimated 
:il $17 million in aid to Jordan 
over the next five years. The 

^ WFP is carrying out similar 

— projects in the West Bank 

I and ' 7 r the Gaza Strip, she 
adM.. 

Tie WFP ’s plans and pro- 
3 flg grammes in Jordan have 
been very successful in the 
past, Pertini said, and 
: nr. efforts will continue over 
the next five years to pro- 
7, vide further aid to farmers 
-X’ to help them increase food 
-'X' production. 

J The- programme’s office 
* C in Amman" is also continu- 
ing to provide relief to poor 
' women and children in Iraq 
through die oil-for-food 
a- programme as well as aid to 
residents in the Gaza Strip, 

. she added. 

- r ' According to Pertini, the 
V WFP- is now helping 
• ""X Indonesia and North Korea 
'•'^overcome food shortages 
•' andtfae effects of drought. 
r - ^ The WFP, which last year 
- • ' J -. spew $1:2 billion on aid in 
-• developing countries, is 
expected to spend SI .7 bil- - 
lkm during 1998, Pertini 
erS31J added. 

Later Wednesday, Pertini 
met with Agriculture Minis- 
• -ter Mijhem Khreisha, who 
- --presented her with the Jor- 
^ banian Independence 

• :'.v' \Medal of the Second Order, 
was conferred upon 
. r. her by HRH Crown Prince 
i.cHassan, the Regent, in 
-.-i-’ recognition of her assis- 
tance to Jordan through the 
WFP. 

Khreisba -said that over 
the past three decades, the 
-.WFP has provided S100 
_i million in technical and 
■$l food aid to the Kingdom 
.jr.. and was instrumental in 
implementing a highlands 
; jj:- ^topneirt project in con- 
Z\-jr junction with the ministry to 
V X& Wp farmers reclaim lands 
wd develop farms to pro- 
tect soil and water 
resources. 



CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT MARKS KING'S BIRTHDAY: An employee of the Customs 
Department donates blood during a three-day blood donation campaign organised by 
the department More than 100 of the department's employees donated blood In a cam- 
paign to mark His Majesty King Hussein's 63rd birthday (Petra photo) 


‘Government, consortium could 
reach gas deal by month’s end’ 


By Amy Henderson 

AMMAN — The head of 
an international consortium 
vying to secure a major gas 
transport deal yesterday 
said a deal with the govern- 
ment could be sealed by the 
end of (his month. 

Bruce Ericson, regional 
manager for Amoco, a lead- 
ing American oil company, 
said a week of negotiations 
had so far been productive 
but stopped short of articu- 
lating the company’s pre- 
conditions. 

Amoco and a Belgian 
company, Tractabel, are 
negotiating to construct and 
operate a gas pipeline 


beginning in Egypt and 
running underwater from 
Port Said to the Suez Canal 
and eastward to Aqaba. 
From Aqaba, the pipe 
would pass along the 
Desert Highway to the Shi- 
dieh phosphate mines, the 
Rashidieh cement factory 
and Al Hussein Thermal 
Power Station in Zarqa. 
The line would also feed a 
planned $500 million inde- 
pendent power production 
plant at Samra. near Zarqa, 
bids for which close in late 
January, and would consti- 
tute the nucleus of an intra- 
regional gas transport grid. 

The project, including 
both Egypt and Jordan, will 


cost nearly $1 billion and 
will have’ the potential to 
supply half the Kingdom’s 
energy needs until the year 
2006. If construction begins 
next year, Amoco-Tractabe! 
contend that the pipeline 
could supply Aqaba with 
gas by 2001 and Amman by 
2002. 

The project should even- 
tually supply neighbouring 
countries with gas, with an 
emphasis on the West Bank, 
Syria and Lebanon, and 
effectively replaces an ear- 
lier initiative by the Ameri- 
can firm Enron to market 
Qatari liquefied natural gas 
in the region and to supply 
Jordan, Israel and the Pales- 


tinian self-rule territories 
via a regasification and 
storage plant at Aqaba. The 
project, known as die Peace 
Pipeline, collapsed in the 
wake of stagnation of the 
peace process. 

According to a Reuters 
report. Amoco has already 
discussed the option of sell- 
ing gas to Israel with the 
Jewish state’s electricity 
authority, but the utility 
“did not have a mandate to 
secure a deal.” It quoted 
Egyptian authorities as say- 
ing that they did not believe 
Israel would have the infra- 
structure to receive import- 
ed gas for the next five to 
10 years. 


Seven alleged ‘Reform and Challenge’ 
members retract confessions at trial 


By Rana Hussein! 

AMMAN — Seven defen- 
dants standing trial at the 
State Security Court on 
charges of carrying out ter- 
rorist acts Tuesday retracted 
their previous confessions, 
claiming they were 
obtained under duress. 

The seven, allegedly 
members of a 13-person 
group known as “Reform 
and Challenge,” are 


accused of possessing, 
transporting and manufac- 
turing explosives with illic- 
it intent carrying out 
extremist attacks and 
belonging to an illegal 
organisation. Three of the 
13, also standing trial, did 
not testify Wednesday, 
while three others are bCihg 
tried in absentia. 

During the three-hour 
court session, the seven 
pleaded not guilty to ail 


charges. 

In written testimonies 
delivered to the court panel, 
the seven claimed that they 
were forced to make their 
confessions “because they 
were subjected to mental 
and physical duress.” 

The defendants told the 
court that they are opposed 
to any subversive attacks 
that could destabilise the 
country and pledged alle- 
giance to His Majesty King 


Hussein and the Kingdom. 

According to the prosecu- 
tion charge sheet, the group 
started forming in 1994 and 
attended religious lessons in 
their homes. They decided 
to form a group which they 
called “Reform and Chal- 
lenge in order to change the 
reality in Jordan.” 

In February 1998. the 
group decided to launch ter- 
rorist attacks against gov- 
ernment. security and some 


individuals’ properties and 
bought material which they 
allegedly used to manufac- 
ture explosives. 

The suspects were arrest- 
ed in May following a num- 
ber of attacks which left no 
one injured. 

The court, presided over 
by Judge Yousef Faouri, 
adjourned the trial until 
Nov. 17 to hear the remain- 
ing three defendants' testi- 
monies. 


Jordanian-Egyptian 
committee meeting 
postponed until Dec. 10 


AMMAN (Petra; — A 
meeting of the Higher Jor- 
danian-Egyptian Joint 
Committee scheduled for 
Nov.- 18 has been post- 
poned until Dec. 10. an 
official said Wednesday. 

Suhair Amawi, head of 
the Economic Cooperation 
Department at the Ministry 
of Industry and Trade, said 
the two countries agreed on 
the postponement but did 
not elaborate. Amawi said 
that during the higher com- 
mittee meeting in Amman, 
Jordan and Egypt will inau- 
gurate the linkage of their 
national power networks 
and sign an agreement on 
free trade and other agree- 
ments and executive pro- 
grammes that will enhance 
bilateral cooperation. 

Amawi said the joint Jor- 
danian-Egyptian preparato- 
ry' committee will begin 
preparing for the higher 
committee meeting on Nov. 
8 . 

The two sides are expect- 
ed to conclude an agree- 
ment on a free trade zone 


between Jordan and Egypt 
which will be effective 
until the year 2005, at 
which time all customs 
duties between the two 
sides will be eliminated. 

According to the plan, 
customs duties will be 
phased out, starting with a 
25 per cent reduction in 
1999, continuing with 15 
per cent reductions for 
three years and 10 per cent 
in each of the final three 
years. 

The Ministry of Industry 
and Trade said the two 
sides have already prepared 
a unified list of goods that 
will be exempt from duties. 

Also Wednesday, the 
ministry announced that the 
Higher Jordan! an-Irani an 
Joint Committee will meet 
in Amman on Dec. 15. 

The three-day meeting, to 
be co-chaired by the two 
countries’ ministers of 
trade, will coincide with the 
opening of an Iranian 
industrial fair in Amman 
displaying various Iranian 
national products. 


Orphaned children’s society to 
hold awareness march on Friday 


By Suha Ma’ayeb 

AMMAN — The Friends 
of Orphaned Children 
Organisation will hold its 
first annual march at the 
University of Jordan on 
Friday as pan of celebra- 
tions marking His Majesty 
King Hussein’s 63rd birth- 
day. 

The two-hour event, 
organised in cooperation 
with the university’s Fac- 
ulty of Physical Education, 
aims at focusing public 
attention on orphans and 
disadvantaged children in 
Jordan, said the society’s 
vice president, Naseem 
Madanat. 

“This is an opportunity 
for disadvantaged children 
to get together with other 
children from private and 
public schools and to par- 
ticipate in public sports 
activities,” Madanat told 
the Jordan Times. 

Around 3,000 partici- 
pants, including university 
as well as public and pri- 
vate school students, par- 
ents and teachers, are 
expected to take part in 
Friday's event, which is 


sponsored mainly by the 
United Nations Population 
Fund. Tickets will be sold 
to adults for JD2 and io 
students for 500 fils. 

A recent study carried 
out by. the organisation on 
six of the country’s 21 
orphanages, including two 
that are ' foreign-run, 
showed they almost com- 
pletely neglected sports 
and social activities. 

In addition, the study 
said, such institutions 
never received any back- 
ing in these fields from 
welfare organisations in 
the country. 

“It appears that orphans 
in Jordan have little, tf any, 
social life, and within this 
context, they are deprived 
of an active and healthy 
life,” said Valerie 
Ndaruzaniye, president of 
the society. 

“Since health scientists 
assert the strong correla- 
tion between health risk 
factors and lack of activity, 
the organisation believes 
ihar physical spon activity 
today is the foundation for 
health and active living 
years in the future.” 


Statistics compiled by 
the General Union of Vol- 
untary Societies in 1994 
showed that a total of 
1,161 children separated 
from their families did not 
receive any . assistance 
from them, the govern- 
ment or voluntary soci- 
eties. 

“One of our organisa- 
tion’s objectives is to pro- 
mote health protection 
through introducing new 
activities that focus on 
physical education and 
nutrition... to enable chil- 
dren to enjoy a healthier 
lifestyle," said Madanat. 

He added that the society 
was considering plans to 
launch training courses on 
physical education and 
nutrition for staff working 
at orphanages. 

The Friends of Orphaned 
Children Organisation, 
established in 1997, is a 
non-governmental human- 
itarian society which pro- 
vides assistance through 
sports, social and cultural 
activities to groups and 
institutions caring for 
orphans and disadvantaged 
children. 






what’s going on 


jFILMS 

* “The Story of Islamic Art” (with commentapr in 
Arabic by Dr. Mazen Asfour) at Darat Al Funun, Jabal 
Weibdeh on Thursday at 5:30 p.ra. 

* "Sonata de Pri-mavera” at Instituto Cervantes. 
Jabal Amman on Thursday at 5:00 p.m. (Tel. 4610858) 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Display of Jordan River Foundation (JRF) 1998 
jWttumn/wintcr collection entitled “Falling Leaves at 
ie JRF showroom. Jabal Amman (Tel. 461 3081 J, until 

|Nbv. 30. - v 

I * Crossroads of Civilisations: More Than 100 Years 
jof German Archaeological Activities in Jordan (spon- 
sored by the German Protestant Institute in cooperation 
tfth Petra Store Preservation) at the Royal Cultur 
Centre, until Nov. 28. .... . 

* “Exhibition of Candles: Candles With Ceram 
froperties” at. Goethe-Insritute. Jabal Amman, until 

Nov:- 12. 

* Exhibition of watercolours by Mukarram Hag on- 
donqa at Instituto Cervantes. Jabal Amman, un i 

124: - 

‘ “Mastenvorfe of the Spanish Contemporary Atdn- 
toture and Presentation. of Architecture Guide. Spain 
- 2000” at the University of Jordan. Faculty ofg 
[Engineering, until Nov. 20. , . . hll A7T7 

i Paintings by Jordanian artist Mohamma 

||*e French Cultural Centre, Jabal Amman, unnl Nov. 

* Exhibition of works by Palestinian artist 

Mata entitled “Homage to Jerasalem an exhih 
l5°“ ^ paintings by late Palestinian artist Zulta A 
aneSuWtion by Palesrinian-Amencan 
Ster Sa’id Nuseibah entitled “The Fanhest Mosque 
«Darat-Ai Funun, Jabal Weibdeh, until No\. 1- ( 
N3251/2J. 


Iraq refuses to budge as U.N. evacuates 


(Continued from page 1) 

In another sign that Iraq was 
losing its traditional support. 
Fiance also for die first time on 
Tuesday raised the prospect of 
military action. 

In a previous evacuation, 
UNSCOM withdrew most of 
its Baghdad staff in November 
1997 in solidarity with U.S. 
members of the Special Com- 
mission expelled on charges of 
spying. But all die inspectors 
were allowed back. 

UN. personnel were also 
evacuated from Baghdad dur- 
ing another showdown over 
inspections in Februaiy, but an 
llth-hour deal which Annan 
brokered in Baghdad averted 
US- and.Bntish threats of mil- 
itary action. 

This time, Baghdad insists 
on Security Council moves to 
lift the oil embargo, which is 


linked to UNSCOM’s work. 
Iraq argues it has disarmed and 
the time has came for cbe 
embargo to be lifted in line 
with UN. resolution 687. 

On die military from, the 
United States now has 13 U.S. 
warships in the Gulf led by the 
carrier USS Eisenhower, but 
the number could rise to more 
than 20. 

A dozen F-l 17 Stealth fight- 
ers, a dozen B-52 bombers, 
several B-l bombers and 36 F- 
15 and F-16 fighters were on a 
deployment order that defence 
officials said could be issued 
as early as Wednesday. 

Already speeding to the Gulf 
were a second aircraft carrier 
bade group and amphibious 
assault ships carrying a contin- 
gent of Marines. 

The Pentagon has laid plans 
for both a swift, short notice 
strike against Iraq using forces 


already in the Gulf and a sus- 
tained air campaign that would 
require the deployment of 
additional U.S. forces. 

As the crisis deepened, U.S. 
citizens were told Wednesday 
they may want to leave Israel 
and the Palestinian areas 
because of the growing ten- 
sions between die U.S. and 
Iraq. 

The U.S. Stare Department 
has also authorised the depar- 
ture of employees in non- 
essential positions, die adviso- 
ry said. It was Dot clear 
whether employees of the- U.S. 
embassy in Tel Aviv and the 
consulate in Jerusalem were 
preparing to leave. 

The advisory said that the 
United States has not ruled out 
any options in trying to get 
Iraq to comply with the 
inspections programme. 

Meanwhile, Israeli Prime 


Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu said that Israel, hit 
by Iraqi Scud missiles in the 
1991 Gulf war; would take 
"precautions as necessary” in 
the latest U.S. showdown with 
Baghdad. 

Asked about the latest Gulf 
crisis over U.N. weapons 
inspections, Netanyahu told 
reporters; ■‘We’re examining 
the situation and the various 
implications of what is devel- 
oping and we’ll take the pre- 
cautions as necessary. “ 

“Israel understands it has a 
great responsibility to take all 
the steps to defend itself and its 
citizens and we never fail to do 
so,’’Aprevious similar crisis in 
February spread panic through 
Israel. Tens of thousands of 
Israelis queued at distribution 
points for gas masks and took 
steps to seal safe rooms in their 
homes. 


Tarawneh: U.S. strike more likely 


(Continued from page 1) 


The prime minister said he 
delivered a message to King 
Fabd of Saudi Arabia and 
Crown Prince Abdullah from 
His Majesty King Hussein 
expressing The King’s apprecia- 
tion of the Saudi monarch’s 


wishes for King Hussein's 
speedy recovery. 

Tarawneh said he discussed 
with the Saudi leadership 
issues of mutual concern and 
the resumption of the meetings 
of Joint Joidaman-Saudi Eco- 
nomic Committee. 

He said Riyadh expressed 
appreciation of King Hussein's 


role al the Wye Plantation talks 
dial led to an Israeli-Palestinian 
accord. 

Underlining the need for the 
accord to be implemented the 
{rime minister said Israel ought 
to endorse the accord as soon 
as passible and be committed 
to the implementation of its 
timetable. 


Jordan and Saudi Arabia are 
in full agreement about achiev- 
ing this goal and about opening 
tire way for a lasting settlement 
through final status negotia- 
tions, he added. 

Tarawneh also expressed 
hope that the right atmosphere 
be created for the resumption 
of the Israeli-Syrian and Isradi- 
Lebanese negotiations to arrive 
at a comprehensive peace in 
the region. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Regent attends dialogue meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — HRH Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, on Wednesday took part in the final session of the 
Islamic-Chrisrian dialogue meeting. The meeting was 
organised by the Royal Academy for Islamic Civilisation 
Research and the Othodox Centre in Switzerland. 

Prince Ali attends folkloric performance 

AMMAN (Petra) — HRH Prince Ali on Wednesday 
attended folkloric performances at Terra Sancta school 
theatre by Circassian students from Hamzeh Ben .Al Hus- 
sein school to mark His Majesty King Hussein's 63rd 
birthday. 

Princess Wijdan Ali opens exhibition 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputising for Her Majesty Queen 
Noor, Princess Wijdan Ali opened the Jordan River 
Design Fall exhibition in the presence of Princess Rania, 
JRD president The exhibition includes handmade prod- 
ucts from Bani H ami da as well as the Jordan Valley area. 
The exhibition, held at the JRD premises in Jabal Amman, 
will run through Nov. 30. 

Minister signs message to King 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Education Fawzi 
Gharaibeh on Wednesday signed a message of loyalty to 
His Majesty King Hussein on the occasion of the 
Monarch’s 63rd birthday. He said the ministry has started 
a campaign to collect signatures for the message from Jor- 
dan’s 4,400 public and private schools. 

Officials meet with Moroccan minister 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh on 
Wednesday met with Moroccan Acting Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs Abdul Salam Zoned for talks on bilat- 
eral issues. During the meeting, the two ministers stressed 
that Jordanian-Moroccan relations are based on realistic 
vision regarding bilateral matters. Zaned also met with 
Foreign Minister Abdul Dah Khatib and discussed joint 
cooperation. Also Wednesday, Zaned met with Minister of 
Industry and Trade Mohammad Saleh Hourani to discuss 
means of increasing the volume of trade and investments 
between Jordan and Morocco. The ministers also dis- 
cussed exchanging expertise in the fields of agriculture, 
tourism, industry, education, energy, health and social 
work. 

Austrian FM arrives today 

AMMAN (Petra) — Austrian Foreign Minister Wolfgang 
Schussel is expected to arrive in Amman today for a two- 
day official visit as part of a Middle East tour to discuss 
obstacles facing the peace process. Schussel's tour will 
include the Palestinian National Authority areas, Syria, 
Lebanon, Egypt and Israel. 

‘Wye implementation would help trade 9 

AMMAN (Petra) — The implementation of the Wye 
River accord would help facilitate trade exchanges 
between Jordan and the Palestinian National Authority, an 
official said Wednesday. Suhair Ammawi, head of the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade's Economic Cooperation 
Department, said peace and stability would have a posi- 
tive impact on trade ties between the two sides. She 
explained that minimising strict security measures would 
reflect positively on the flow of Jordanian goods to Pales- 
tine and facilitate the movement of businesspersons 
between the two sides. 

Tarawneh chairs council meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh on 
Wednesday chaired a meeting of the Higher Education 
Council attended by HRH Prince Ghazi, the King’s advi- 
sor for tribal affairs and chairman of the board of trustees 
of Balqa Applied University. The council formed an acad- 
emic committee chaired by the president of Ai ai Bayt 
University, Mohammad Adrian Bakhit. and an administra- 
tive and financial committee. The council recommended 
that former Prime Minister Mudar Badran head toe second 
committee. In a statement after the meeting. Higher Edu- 
cation Council Secretary General Ahmad Hisban said that 
all issues relating to toe council will be referred to toe 
newly established committees for discussion and follow 
up. 

UJ president receives Brunei delegation 

AMMAN (J.T.) — University of Jordan President Walid 
Maani met Wednesday with Brunei Ambassador to Jordan 
Darn Abdul Saman for talks on cooperation between toe 
university and Brunei University, a university statement 
said. 


LONG LIVE THE KING 
WE THE FILIPINO NATIONALS HERE IN JORDAN 
WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND OUR HEARTFELT 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY GREETINGS TO 
HIS MAJESTY KING HUSSEIN. 

WE LOVE YOU, YOU ARE OUR FATHER IN THIS 
COUNTRY. WHOLEHEARTEDLY, WE ARE PRAYING 
TO GOD FOR YOUR SPEEDY RECOVERY. 





4 World News 


Tight security for 
Pinochet hearing 


Jordan Times, Saturday/December 12, 1998 



LONDON (AFP) — A tight 
security operation was in 
full swing Friday as a 
London court which nor- 
mally deals with terrorist 
crimes prepared for the 
arrival of former Chilean 
dictator Augusto Pinochet. 

He was due at Belraarsh 
magistrates' court in south- 
east London at >00 .p4fl. 
1 1400 GMT) for his first 
appearance in public since 
his arrest more than two 
months ago. 

It follows the decision by 
Home Secretary Jack Straw 
Wednesday to allow 
Spain's request for his 
extradition to go ahead. The 
warrant alleges genocide, 
terrorism and torture during 
his 1973-1990 dictatorship. 

Chief Metropolitan 
Stipendiary Magistrate 
Graham Parkinson was also 
to hear any application to 
vary Pinochet's bail condi- 
tions. 

A date could also be set 
for a committal, or main 
extradition hearing, the first 
substantive stage in a 
process likely to stretch 
several months. 

Pinochet, S3, was to be 
brought to Belmarsh under 
heavy police escort and 
expected to enter the court 


via a side entrance. 

The hearing had been due 
to take place at Bow Street 
magistrates’ court in central 
London, but was moved for 
security reasons. 

The top-security 

Belmarsh court has seen 
some of Britain's most 
notorious IRA terrorists and 
is connected "(o the neigh- 
bouring top-security prison 
by a tunnel. 

By 8:30 a.m. more than 
50 police officers were on 
duty near the building, 
checking every car arriving 
at the entrance and keeping 
the growing crowd of 
reporters and photogra- 
phers behind metal barri- 
cades. 

Drivers were searched 
before they could leave 
their cars inside the court 
precincts. 

Officers led all journalists 
to a van where their bags 
and equipment were put 
through an X-ray machine. 
Police with dogs combed 
bushes and trees around the 
perimeter for suspect pack- 
ages. 

The number of journalists 
allowed into the court was 
restricted, with only 38 
places available for a hear- 
ing that has attracted world 


attention. 

In the small, glass-pan- 
elled public gallery there is 
room for only a small num- 
ber of Pinochet protesters 
and supporters, who were 
being allocated spaces 
equally. There was no room 
for other members of the 
public. 

A small group of Pinochet 
supporters gathered outside 
at dawn. They draped ban- 
ners over police crash barri- 
ers ! proclaiming “Viva 
Pinochet’* 

The first two anti- 
Pinochet protesters to 
arriv^ unfurled a banner 
showing painted silhouettes 
of people who had disap- 
peared in Chile, asking: 
“Pinochet where are they?” 

The two factions stood on 
opposite sides of the road 
with , police officers 
between them. 

Security was also Light 
around Pinochet's tempo- 
rary home on an exclusive 
estate west of London, with 
about 30 police officers 
patrolling the area. 

Police with metal detec- 
tors searched undergrowth 
withi i several hundred 
yards of bis rented mansion 
while colleagues with snif- 
fer dogs patrolled. 


Dozens of U.S. airmen 
under investigation in 
alleged test scam 


TOKYO (AP) — Some 
40 U.S. airmen assigned 
to Yokota Air Base In 
Japan are under investi- 
gation on charges of 
cheating on promotion 
tests, an Air Force 
spokesman said Friday. 

Six airmen have been 
charged and two have 
pleaded guilty at their 
courts-martial, said 
spokesman Maj. 

Stephen Cutter. 

Air Force regulations 
forbid any discussion or 
note-sharing on the pro- 
motion tests, called the 
Weighted Airman 
Promotion, which make 
up a major part of the 
criteria used to promote 
airmen. The cheating 
charges are extremely 
serious in the Air Force, 
Cutter said. 

Tech. Sgt. James Mills 


pleaded innocent at his 
court-martial, which 
began Friday, Cutter 
said. 

Wednesday, Staff Sgt. 
Douglas Ivey pleaded 
guilty and was sen- 
tenced to 15 days in jail 
and 15 days of hard 
labour. 

“I have learned it only 
takes one bad decision 
to make or break an 
honourable career,” 
Ivey was quoted as 
telling the court by the 
Pacific Stars and Stripes 
newspaper in its 
Friday’s editions. 

According to court tes- 
timony, Ivey agreed to 
be helped on preparing 
for the test and picked 
up notes another airman 
left in his car, the Stars 
and Stripes said. 

Last month. Tech. Sgt. 


Kevin Mitchell pleaded 
guilty to charges of 
sharing answers in a 
1997 test and was sen- 
tenced to a month in jail 
and 45 days of hard 
labour and was demoted 
one rank. 

Three other airmen 
are slated for courts- 
martial. 

Prosecntor Capt. Won 
Lee was quoted by the 
Stars and Stripes as say- 
ing that the tests were so 
competitive that even a 
couple of points could 
mean as much as anoth- 
er candidate winning an 
achievement medal in a 
remote difficult place. 

Lee urged stilT penal- 
ties to send “a message 
that winners never cheat 
and cheaters never 
win,” the newspaper 
said. 


The two giant steel ‘braces’ are pictured in front of the Leaning Tower of Pisa. An 
expert commission has decided to give the green light to the latest scheme to straight- 
en the Renaissance bell tower before undertaking excavation work designed to sta- 
bilise the tower and coax it fractionally back towards the vertical. Two 103 metre 
plastic-coated cables will be attached as a safety measure to keep the gracious white 
tower upright should excavation go horribly wrong (Reuters photo) 

Rain delays work on plan to 
attach suspenders on Pisa tower 


PISA, Italy ( AP) — Heavy 
rain Friday delayed the 
start of the first steps in a 
plan to attach steel “sus- 
penders” to the Leaning 
Tower, the latest strategy 
aimed at ensuring the 
monument doesn't topple 
over. 

The engineer overseeing 
the work, Paolo Heiniger, 
said the two sets of 50- mil- 
limetre thick cables had 
been moved to the base of 
the 12th-century tower but 
could not be raised until 
the weather improved. 

The project has run into a 
series of obstacles, delay- 
ing its start for months. 
Heiniger said he hoped the 
cables would be in place 


by the end of the month. 

The 103-metre long 
cables will be attached to 
anchors placed behind the 
tower and connected to the 
monument at a height of 
26 metres. 

Heiniger said the cables 
would serve as a “precau- 
tion," against any possible 
movement of the tower 
when work begins in 1999 
to straighten it. 

That plan calls for 
removal of some soil from 
underneath one side of the 
tower to allow it to settle 
better and lean one-half 
degree less. It now leans 
six degrees or four metres 
off the perpendicular. 

If the soil removal 


appears to endanger stabil- 
ity, the “suspenders” 
would be pulled tight to 
hold up the tower. 

Heiniger said the 
chances of this happening 
were minimal. 

If all goes well, the 
braces will be removed. 

The 55-metre high tower 
was closed to tourists in 
1990 for fear it might top- 
ple over. 

After the closure, several 
steel bands were placed 
around the tower to act as 
a kind of support girdle. 

There has been no esti- 
mate on when the public 
would be allowed to again 
make the dizzying climb 
up the tower steps. 


Animal rights hunger 
striker back in prison 


LONDON (AFP) — A 
jailed animal rights 
activist was back in 
prison on the 65th day of 
his hunger strike Friday 
after refusing food and 
treatment by hospital 
staff. 

Prison officials said 
doctors had concluded 
there was “no clinical 
need” for Barry Home, 
who is serving an 18-year 
jail term for a wave of 
firebomb attacks, to 
remain in hospital. 

He launched his hunger 
strike in early October to 
protest the government's 
refusal to set up a Royal 
Commission on animal 
experiments. His condi- 
tion was described as 
"serious but stable.” 

Home, 46, was trans- 
ferred late Thursday from 
York hospital in northern 
England, where he had 
been moved on Nov. 24, 
to York prison. 

Hospital staff said he 
had refused permission to 
be fed or treated, could be 
equally well cared for at 
the prison medical centre, 
and that day-to-day run- 
ning of the hospital was 
being seriously disrupted. 

Police forces are said to 
be on alert amid fears his 
death could spark a wave 
of attacks by amrpal, 
rights activjsi 
The 


Home had been refusing 
food since Oct. 6 but was 
taking fluids. He will 
continue to be monitored 
by the hospital. 

A statement from the 
York health services trust 
which runs the hospital 
said Home had no “irre- 
versible conditions" 
because of his fast. 

“At the express wish of 
Mr. Home, the hospital 
was unable to feed or 
treat him. and it was con- 
cluded he could be looked 
after equally well in the 
prison medical centre,” it 
added. 

The trust's chief execu- 
tive. Peter Kennedy, said 
it had an obligation to 
provide a safe and peace- 
ful environment for its 
other patients as well, but 
last weekend it was 
forced to declare “a major 
security alert.” 

“This is not acceptable. 
The risk of some serious 
incident happening was 
too high.” 

The British government 
has insisted it will not 
bow to “blackmail.” say- 
ing it was “out of the 
question” to set up a 
Royal jCpnipiission jundeg 



tots 


LOS ANGELES (AP) 
— When that cute little 
pig got roasted at the 
box office, there were 
immediate concerns 
that toy stores would 
feel the heat. 

So far. plush toys 
based on the porker 
from “Babe: Pig in the 
City” are selling nicely 
in what is shaping up 
to be a better overall 
holiday season for 
movie toys than 1997. 

But kids are really 
going wild for toys 
from “that other” holi- 
day movie. 

“It's going to be A 
Bug’s Life Christmas. 
It’s not going to be a 
Babe Christmas,” said 
Jeffrey Thomison, an 
analyst for Hilliard 
Lyons. 

Movie merchandis- 
ing, like movie mak- 
ing, is a high-stakes 
business that doesn’t 
always follow conven- 
tional wisdom and 
relies heavily on the 
whims of young — and 
often fickle — con- 
sumers. 

“A Bug’s Life,” 
Disney’s animated ant 
adventure, opened to 
-^Hisiness- at the 
Tn late 


bombed, but 
loving toys 


November, energising 
sales of everything 
from “Bug's Life” 
books to talking 
grasshopper statuettes. 

At the other end of 
the spectrum is “Babe: 
Pig in the City,” the 
expensive sequel to 
1995’s Oscar-nominat- 
ed hit, “Babe.” It 
opened the same week- 
end as the Disney film 
and flopped. 

Though it received 
generally favourable 
reviews, some critics 
found the movie too 
scary for children. The 
company with the mer- 
chandise license for 
“Babe” saw its stock 
tumble 12 per cent the 
Monday after the open- 
ing. 

Still, one of the most 
popular items in recent 
weeks has been Real 
Live Babe, a talking 
stuffed animal. 

“The sell-through for 
‘Babe’ has been OK, 
considering the movie 
bombed,” said Brett 
Hendrickson, an ana- 
lyst for B. Riley and 
Co. 

“Are the stores going 
to be stuck with Babe' 
inventory at the end of 
year? We don’t know. I 


don't think the man- 
agers know yet.” 

For much of this year, 
analysts said, movie 
merchandise was in a 
rut, contributing to 
what many described 
as a generally flat mar- 
ket for toys going into 
the critical holiday sea- 
son. 

“Godzilla” toy sales 
weren't necessarily 
bad, but fell short of 
the lofty expectations, 
as did the movie. 
“Small Soldiers” mer- 
chandise did reason- 
ably well, but not 
great. And “Mulan” 
items were mostly a 
bust. 

Still, two weeks into 
the holiday shopping 
season, retailers are 
expecting stronger 
movie toy sales this 
year, powered by the 
success of “A Bujjfs 
Life” and the surpris- 
ing resiliency of other 
toys. 

“Rugrats” toys, 
which have been on the 
market for years 
because of a television 
show, are benefiting 
from the success of the 
recent “The Rugrats 
Movie,” said Laura 
Mahle, a spokeswoman 


for the Kmart depart- 
ment store chain. 

And “Star Wars'* 
merchandise continues 
to be appealing, 
decades after the origi- 
nal movie. A new 
instalment is scheduled 
to bit movie theatres 
next year. 

Equity Marketing 
Inc. of Beverly Hills 
holds the licence to 
“Babe” goods, includ- 
ing the Real Live Babe. 
Equity says it’s too 
early to tell how the 
movie will shape toy 
sales, but the company 
has soured on movie 
tie-in merchandise. 
Equity also had license 
for “Godzilla” plush 
toys, which flopped. 

That doesn't mean 
movies have been bad 
for Equity. On the con- 
trary, it has struck a 
successful partnership 
with Burger King, pro- 
viding “Rugrats” pro- 
motional items that are 
available only with 
food purchases. 

Sheree Aronson, 
Equity’s director of 
investor and public 
relations, said the com- 
pany was “moving 
solidly back” to fast- 
food partnerships. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Mongolian president meets Chinese 
counterpart in Beijing 

BELTING (AFP) — Mongolian President .Natsagiin 
Bagabandi, on the first ever state visit to China, Friday met 
Chinese President Jiang Zemin, Xinhua reported. The two 
presidents were due to sign documents on relations into the 
21st century, on cultural and scientific cooperation and on 
Chinese aid to Mongolia. Bagabandi, who is accompanied 
by a 30-member business delegation on the six-day visit, is 
also pushing trade ties with China and will visit the southern 
boom city of Shenzhen and die Inner Mongolian capital of 
HohhoL Ever since the Mongol armies of Genghis Khan 
stormed over China’ s Great Wall in die 13th century and 
established the Yuan dynasty in Beijing, rivalry and fear has 
dominated relations. But on the eve of the millennium, 
Mongolia's new democratic leaders are keen to cement sta- 
ble. cordial relations with Beijing. “The president has said 
time and a ga in that we have no border or political disputes 
with China,” said Bagabandi’s spokesman. “If we look back 
all the time, it is quite difficult to look forward.” Mongolia’s 
acting Foreign Minister, R. Amaijargal, who accompanied 
B a g aba ndi on the trip, emphasised the importance of build- 
ing ties between landlocked Mongolia, with its 2.4 million 
people and giant China. “Chinese businesses are leading the 
growth of new business in Mongolia,” he said. 

Prosecutor investigating whether city 
• paid for mayor’s gala 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Federal prosecutors have begun a 
criminal investigation into whether tens of thousands of dol- 
lars in public funds were used for a celebration for departing 
Mayor Marion Baity. The mayor and other officials have 
said repeatedly that no taxpayer money was used to fund the 
Oct 22 gala honouring Barry’s tenure as the city's leader. 
Thursday, the mayor’s wife Cora Masters Baity, who super- 
vised the planning of the gala, issued a statement saying that 
“at the appropriate time, an announcement about the details 
of the event will be made”. Witnesses have told investigators 
about attempts to divert funds, forge contracts and shred doc- 
uments in order to conceal the spending of municipal funds 
on the event. The Washington Post reported in its editions 
Friday. Monda Webb, a contractor who worked on the event, 
provided die newspaper with copies of check stubs showing 
that she received $3,200 in city funds for her work cm the 
programme. 

Geneva court extends detention 
of former Ukrainian premier 

GENEVA (AFP) — A Geneva court Friday extended by one 
month die detention of former Ukrainian Prime Minister 
Pavlo Lazarenko, arrested last week in Switzerland on 
money laundering charges, his lawyer said. The court took 
the step due to the risk of escape arid collusion and because 
of an ongoing investigation, Paid Gully-Hart said. An imme- 
diate request for bail was denied but the lawyer said he 
would make another demand next week. The 45 -year-old 
Ukrainian opposition leader was picked up by police in the 
western Swiss city of Basel nine days ago holding a 
Panamanian passport and was formally arrested in Geneva 
last Friday. Geneva public prosecutor Bernard Bertossa had 
been pressing tor the maximum detention period, which is 
three months, renewable. The most important thing is that he 
is able to resume his political responsibilities, Gully-Hart 
said earlier. Lazarenko was premier from May 1996 to July 
1997, when he was ousted by current President Leonid 
Koushma who accused him of corruption and misrule. 
Leader of the centrist Hromada party, he is a candidate for 
the upcoming presidential elections in October. In Kiev, sup- 
porters have mounted protests against what they insist is a 
“political plot” by the ruling powers in the run-up to the elec- 
tion. The Geneva judge Larent Kasper- Arise rm et, who said 
that relatively large sums have been blocked in Switzerland 
in the affair, arrived in Ukraine Monday to investigate the 
money laundering charges. 

Alleged Australian mail bomber sent 
to jail for mental assessment 

CANBERRA, Australia (AP) — The man accused of wag- 
ing a nationwide letter-bombing campaign was sent to a psy- 
chiatric hospital for prisoners Friday amid concern he may 
try to commit suicide. Colin Duns tan, 43, is facing 28 counts 
of endangering life through the use of an explosive device. 
He was arrested at Canberra Hospital a week ago after being 
admitted with a slashed wrist climaxing three days of 
national panic over letter bombs. One letter bomb exploded 
at the Canberra mail centre Dec. 2, slightly injuring two 
postal workers. That led to a nationwide alert in which 27 
similar devices were discovered. Dunstan appeared in the 
Canberra Magistrates Court Friday for a decision on where 
to cany out a mental health assessment of him. Chief 
Magistrate Ron Cahill transferred Dunstan to Sydney’s Long 
Bay's psychiatric hospital and jail, where trained staff would 
be able to keep him under observation around-the-clock. 
Cahill said he was concerned about Duns tan's welfare after 
initial psychiatric assessments found that be was at risk of 
harming himself. “If we’re wrong it could have fatal results,” 
Cah il l said. D uns t an , who has made no plea or bail applica- 
tion, was ordered to reappear in Canberra's Magistrates 
Court on Dec. 23 following psychiatric assessment Dunstan 
had been on leave from the Australian Tax Office after hav- 
ing an affair with a female co-worker in 1990 and 1991, 
according to court documents. He' blamed this episode for 
the breakup of his own marriage. He apparently also blamed 
the tax office and various human rights and equal opportuni- 
ty officials for his troubles. Police said all of the 28 letter 
bombs were all addressed to such authorities. 

Anti-drug message on pencil turns 
pro-drug during sharpening 

TICONDEROGA, New York (AP) — A company is trying 
to erase an embarrassing mistake it made on pencils bear- 
ing an ana-drug message. The pencils cany the slogan: 
“Too Cool to Do Drugs”. But a sharp-eyed fourth-grader in 
northern New York noticed when the pencils are sharp- 
ened, the message turns into “Cool to Do Drugs” then sim- 
ply “Do Drugs,” As a result of the discovery by 10-year- 
old Kodi Mosier of Tjconderoga Elementary School, the 
company, called The Bureau For At-Risk Youth of 
Plain view, recalled the pencils. “We’re actually a little 
embarrassed that we didn’t notice that sooner ” spokes- 
woman Darlene Clair told Friday’s Press-Republican of 
Plattsburgh. A new batch of pencils will have the message 
written in the opposite direction, so when they are sharp- 
ened, they read “Too Cool To Do” and finally “Too CooL” 
For pointing out the botched message, Kodi earned his 
class a letter of apology from die company and a box full 
of T-shirts. Why does Kodi think the company didn’t catch 
the mistake themseTves7 “I guess they didn’t sharpen their 
pendls”hesaid. 
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British Queen takes part in 

WW I remembrance ceremony 


Britain’s Queen Elizabeth smiles as a little girl gives a model plane to French President Jacques Chirac t right), with 
French Prime Minister Lionel Jospin (centre) looking on, during ceremonies marking the 80th anniversary of the 
end of the First World War (Reuters photo) 

China warns U.S. over Taiwan, Tibet 


BEUING (AFP) — China 
issued its strongest warning 
yet against what it sees as 
U.S. interference in Taiwan 
and Tibet Wednesday and 
urged Washington to correct 
its “erroneous stance.” 

"Despite the repeated oppo- 
sition of China, the UJS. gov- 
ernment sent U.S. Energy 
Secretary Bill Richardson to 
Taiwan where he even met 
(President) Lee Tung-HuL” 
foreign ministry spokesman 
Zhu Bangzao said. 

It also “allowed (Tibet’s 
exiled spiritual leader) the 
Dalai Lama, to visit the United 
States and even arranged for 
him to meet with President 


Bill Clinton, Vice-President 
A1 Gore and U.S. Secretary 
for State Madeleine Albright,” 
he said in a statement carried 
on state television. 

China regards Taiwan as a 
renegade province and does 
not allow countries with 
diplomatic ties to Beijing to 
have any official contacts with 
the island. 

China also sees any discus- 
sions on the future of Tibet as 
an internal matter and accuses 
the exiled Dalai Lama of 
using the international com- 
munity to gamer support for 
an independent Tibet 

Tuesday, Richardson met 
with Lee in Taiwan, while the 


Dalai Lama met Clinton, 
Gore and Albright in 
Washington. 

‘We express our serious 
concern and strong dissatis- 
faction,” Zhu said, adding that 
Washington was in violation 
of underbkings it had given to 
Beijing on both of the issues. 

“We are resolutely opposed 
to this and will never accept 
it” he added 

Richardson is the first U.S. 
cabinet minister to travel to 
Taiwan since the 1994 visit by 
then transport secretary 
Federico Pena. 

The United States recog- 
nised Taipei until 1979 when 
it switched official ties to 


Beijing and it still maintains a 
strong economic presence 
there. 

Taiwan split from the main- 
land when the defeated 
Nationalist government fled 
there in 1949. 

Tibet was “liberated” by 
Chinese troops two years later 
and the Dalai Lama fled to 
India in 1959 after an abortive 
uprising. 

“The Chinese government 
calls upon the U.S. govern- 
ment to act in strict accor- 
dance with its undertakings ... 
and take measures to correct 
its erroneous stance,” Zhu 
said 


PARIS (AFP) — Britain’s 
Queen Elizabeth took part in 
a solemn ceremony here 
Wednesday marking the 80th 
anniversary of the armistice 
that ended the Great War in 
which 8.5 million soldiers 
were killed across Europe. 

Bugles sounded across 
Paris as the queen and 
President Jacques Chirac laid 
wreaths at the tomb of the 
unknown soldier under the 
Arc de Triomphe at the 
beginning of a day of com- 
memorations to remember 
the dead, a ceremony 
w arched by a crowd of thou- 
sands in bright sunshine. 

Queen Elizabeth, dressed in 
a violet, a large poppy pinned 
on her lapel, laid a wreath of 
red poppies at the foot of the 
eternal flame by the tomb 
while Chirac, a cornflower in 
his buttonhole, deposited a 
wreath of the blue flowers. 

The bugler was clad in a 
grey World War I uniform, 
symbolising the call at the 
11th hour of the 11th day of 
the 1 1th month that sounded 
the armistice, while six of the 
1 ,200 French survivors of the 
Great War shook hands with 
the monarch. 


The queen and Chirac later 
paid homage at the statue of 
Georges Clemenceau, at the 
foot of the Champs Elys&s- 
He was the French prime 
minister who saw (he country 
through to victory in 1918. 

As plumed French soldiers 
on horseback played the Last 
Prist at the foot of 
Clemenceau's statue, soldiers 
in period uniform filed down 
the Champs Elysdes avenue 
on ancient bicycles, in horse- 
drawn carriages dragging the 
.75 mm canon that fired six 
shells a minute, and in early 
20th century civilian vehicles 
and taxis requisitioned to 
bring troops to the front 

Later Wednesday, the 
queen was to unveil a statue 
of British World War H leader 
Winston Churchill, close to 
Clemenceau’s effigy. 

The 3.2-metre bronze- stat- 
ue of Sir Winston depicts the 
British leader in a character- 
istically aggressive pose, with 
a jutting jaw and gritted teeth. 
It is inspired from his appear- 
ance on Nov. 1 1, 1944, as he 
strode down the Champs- 
ElysSes with Charles de 
Gaulle, three months after the 
liberation of Paris. 


The work by French sculp- 
tor Jean Carder has been 
placed on a plinth outside the 
Petit Palais at the comer of 
Avenue Winston Churchill 
and the Corns de la Reine. 

While Chirac was then to 
visit a clearing at Rethondes, 
north of Compiegne. where 
generals signed the armistice 
m a railway carriage. Queen 
Elizabeth was to travel to 
Ypres in Belgium, the scene 
of some of the most ferocious 
fighting in World War I. 

She would lay a wreath at 
the Menin Gate, a monument 
that bears the names of the 
50,000 men from Britain and 
its former colonies buried in 
unmarked graves across the 
fields of Handers. 

In Ypres veterans from 
Britain and Canada, the 
majority of them now over 
100, were to gather to pay 
tribute to the comrades they 
left behind in the trenches- of 
the western front. 

With the number of sur- 
vivors dwindling, the cere- 
monies to mark the 80th 
anniversary of the armistice 
that brought an end to the 
1 9 14- 1 8 war were likely to be 
the last major remembrance 


event involving men who 
lived through iL 

They come against a back- 
ground of growing calls for a 
reappraisal of the actions of 
the hundreds of thousands of 
soldiers who either fled the 
trenches in terror or mutinied 
rather than accept orders to 
march to certain death. 

The British monarch was 
also to join Irish President 
Mary McAleese and King 
’ Albert II of the Belgians in 
inaugurating the Irish Peace 
Tower, a new memorial to the 
50.000 men from both north- 
ern and southern Ireland who 
died fighting in the ranks of 
the British army. 

In an initiative designed to 
strengthen Anglo-Irish recon- 
ciliation in the wake of the 
Northern Ireland peace 
accord, the tower has been 
built at Messines Ridge, 
scene of the only battle where 
troops from north and south 
fought alongside each other. 

Its inauguration would be 
the first public event ever 
undertaken jointly by the 
British and Irish beads of 
state. 


New vaccine enables monkeys to fight off HIV 


China denies creeping invasion of Spratlys 


MANILA (R)‘ — China 
Wednesday denied it was ~ 
engaged in a “creeping inva- 
sion" of disputed isles in the 
South China Sea and said the 
structures it had built on a reef 
claimed by Manila were not 
directed at anyone. 

Chinese Ambassador Guan 
Oeng Ming spoke to reporters 
after meeting Foreign 
Secretary Domingo Siazon to 
finalise details of calks on Nov. 

17 between Chinese President 
Jiang Zemin and Philippine 


President Joseph Estrada. 

The Jiang-Estrada talks, to be 
held in Kuala Lumpur on the 
sidelines of the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation forum, 
will discuss the diplomatic ten- 
sion between the two countries 
arising from their conflicting 
claims over the Spratlys, 
Siazon said. 

“I reiterate the Philippines 
and China are good neigh- 
bours... There is no such creep- 
ing incident," Guan said, react- 
ing to charges by Philippine 


Defence Secretary Orlando 
Mercado that China’s alleged 
build-up of facilities on 
Mischief Reef was a "creeping 
invasion.” Mercado has also 
accused China of bullying the 
Philippines. 

“Thoe is no such thing las) 
one side bullying another side." 
Guan said. 

He said the facilities on the 
reef were shelters for fishermen 
and that the Chinese working 
there were only repairing dam- 
age caused by nature. 


The Philippines has said the 
facilities looked like potential 
piers which could take in big 
ships and could be used for 
military purposes. 

Mischief Reef is one of a 
cluster of isles and rocky out- 
crops in parts of the South 
China Sea believed to be poten- 
tially rich in oil and gas. The 
area is claimed wholly or in 
part by China, Taiwan, the 
Philippines. Vietnam, Malaysia 
and Brunei. 


SYDNEY (R) — Australian 
scientists said Wednesday they 
had created a breakthrough 
vaccine which enables -mon- 
keys to fight off the HIV virus, 
and plan to start testing it in 
humans next yean 

“It looks good so far. Wfejust 
hope that it holds up when we 
get a chance to test it (in 
humans),” Dr. Alistair Ramsay, 
an immunologist at Australian 
National University, told 
Reuters. 

Researchers in Canberra and 
Melbourne separately adminis- 
tered two vaccines, one to 
prime the immune system and 
another to boost it into action, 
before infecting four monkeys 
with the HTV vims. 

The monkeys were initially 
infected but produced large 
.numbers of “killer T cells” to 
clear the virus from their sys- 
tem within weeks. Four unvac- 
rinated monkeys contracted the 
virus, which causes AIDS in 
humans but not in monkeys. 

The body’s T cells are its first 
line of defence against infec- 
tion, targeting and destroying 
foreign invaders. 


The researchers described 
their work in a scientific paper 
published in the U^.-bosed 
Journal of Virology 
Wednesday. 

The researchers from the 
ANU. the Australian govern- 
ment’s Commonwealth 

Scientific and Industrial 
Research Organisation 

(CSERO) and Macfariane 
Burnett Centre, combined two 
immunisation methods, neither 
of which is effective on its own. 

First. “DNA immunisation" 
introduced a modified HIV 
gene into the monkeys’ skin 
cells and stimulated their 
immune systems. 

Then, a few weeks later, 
“viral immunisation” intro- 
duced the same HIV “gag” 
gene in a harmless fowl-pox 
vector vaccine, producing a 
sharp surge in the number of T 
cells. 

When the macaque monkeys 
were then infected with HTV 
the T cells multiplied even fur- 
ther and began to attack cells 
infected by the virus. 

The World Health 
Organisation says up to 40 mil- 


lion people around the world 
are living with the AIDS virus, 
with Africa the worst-affected 
continent but Asia also feeing a 
pandemic. 

The disease killed an estimat- 
ed 23 million people last year. 

Ramsay said AIDS vaccine 
teams around the world were 
focusiDg on the “CDS T cells" 
— but the Australian effort was 
the first to use the dual vaccine 
procedure to boost them. 

The Australian team plans to 
use the fowl-pox vaccine in a 
therapeutic trial on HIV carriers 
in Sydney and Melbourne next 
year to see if the vaccine could 
help ward off AIDS, he said. . 

Then it hopes to Stan over-, 
seas trials on non-infected 
humans, probably in Southeast 
Asia. 

The team hopes to win UJS. 
funding, probably from the 
U.S. -based International AIDS 
Initiative, which helps speed 
the development of candidate 
vaccines. Ramsay said. 

“We would hope to be in clin- 
ical trials within two years — 
and we'd know within three to 


five years if it worked,” he said. 

Another ANU scientist. 
Professor Ian Ramshaw. said 
current weapons against .AIDS 

— condoms to avoid infection 
or a cocktail of drugs to fight h 

— were either too expensive or 
for various reasons too hard to 
distribute in the Third WorlcL 

“A vaccine is the only 
answer," Ramshaw said. "The 
advantage of our system is it is 
very cheap and does not require 
refrigeration which can be a 
major difficulty in tropical 
countries." 'The vaccine will 
cost only a few cents per shot 
. and can be administered with- 
out expensive equipment, or 
training.'’ Another researcher 
involved in the potential vac- 
cine. CSIRQ animal health spe- 
cialist David Boyle, was more 
guarded. 

*Tm quite cautious about 
HIV vaccines because there 
have been a lot of efforts so far 
and none has been successful." 
Beyle told Reuters. “Until you 
test it there’s been no proof of 
the pudding” 


Scientists find sex hormones shape the developing and adult brain 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Sex 
hormones can influence brain 
development in the young, 
memory in the old and may 
explain why young men tend to 
develop neurological problems 
like autism and dyslexia while 
older women suffer from 
depression and anxiety, scien- 
tists say. 

“We are recognising with 
uime surprise the extent to 
which the brain responds” to sex 
steroids, said Douglas Meinecke 
of the National Institute of 
Mental Health in Washington. 
■These hormones — testos- 
terone. progesterone and oestro- 
gen — have profound effects cm 


the brain and the brain is pro- 
foundly responsive.” 

Meinecke discussed the role 
of sex hormones in development 
and ageing Monday at the 
Society for Neuroscience annual 
meeting. 

Researchers hope the hor- 
mones can be used to fend off 
the ravages of ageing and dis- 
ease. Already. oestrogen 
replacement therapy has been 
observed to protect older 
women against AJzheimer’s dis- 
ease. 

Nancy Foiger, a psychologist 
at the University of 
Massachusetts, said she’s found 
that sex hormones can prevent 


cell death. 

Men have more motor neu- 
rons in their spinal cords that 
govern muscles attached to the 
penis, she found. The neurons 
are found both in men and 
women before birth; however, in 
the absence of male hormones, 
the neurons degenerate in 
females. 

Forger is trying to learn how 
male hormones save these cells 
and understand the role of pro- 
teins that regulate growth and 
survival of neurons. 

Margaret McCarthy, a physi- 
ologist at (he University of 
Maryland School of Medicine, 
suggested that early exposure to 


male hormones can create per- 
manent brain changes. 

Testosterone levels in rats are 
as high in development as 
they're going to be in adulthood, 
she said. Giving a female rat 
testosterone creates “a male 
brain never to be switched 

back." 

Simflariy. if testosterone-pro- 
ducing organs are removed from 
the male rat. he ends up with a 
“female brain," she said. 

Only male reproductive 
organs produce sex hormones 
during development, she said. 
Female sex organs, which pro- 
duce oestrogen, are inactive 
until later. 


“As far as we know, it is also 
true for humans,” McCarthy 
said. 

Asked about male and female 
brain differences, she noted that 
boy's suffer from more neurolog- 
ical disorders than girls. They’re 
more likely to have schizophre- 
nia, autism and dyslexia, while 
girls are more likely to suffer 
neurological illnesses later in 
life such as major depression, 
anxiety disorders, panic disor- 
ders or eating disorders. 

‘This hormonal difference 
early in life may set up a situa- 
tion that more easily goes awry 
and explains why boys are more 


susceptible a t an early age.” she 
said. 

John Morrison, a neurobiolo- 
gy professor at Mount Sinai 
Medical School in New York, 
said his studies of oestrogen’s 
effects on a brain region called 
the hippocampus may shed light 
on ageing. 

He has that found the number 
of receptors on hippocampal 
cells fluctuates, depending on 
how much oestrogen is present. 

’The hippocampus mediates 
memoiy and loss of memory is 
one of die key events to ageing." 
he said. 
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Taleban attacked Russian town faces 
northern province’ cold evacuation if 


mmu I 


ISLAMABAD. Pakistan (AP) 
— Afghanistan’s northem- 
hused alliance said Wednesday 
that the Talebun religious army 
launched a punishing offensive 
in northern Takhar province. 

Fighter jets belonging to the 
Taleban army pounded opposi- 
tion positions in two different 
districts of Takhar province, 
some 250 kilometres north of 
the beleaguered .Afghan capi- 
tal. said an opposition 
spokesman, who identified 
himself only as Arif. 

“’The fighter planes of 
Taleban are bombing our posi- 
tions and intense fighting is 
going on at Dasht-i-Archi and 
Bangi (districts).” he said. 

There was no immediate 
comment from the Taleban 
militia. There was no report of 
casualties or whether any 
ground was won or lost by 
either side in Afghanistan’s 
protracted conflict 

Until this week the Taleban 
and their opposition, led by for- 
mer military chief Ahmad Shah 


Massood, had been observing a 
cease fire and were promising 
to exchange prisoners. U is 
expected that the prisoner 
exchange would go ahead. 

The ceasefire was brokered 
by Said JalaL a close aide of 
Saudi Arabian Crown Prince 
Abdullah and apparently 
acceptable to both sides in the 
civil war that has ravaged this 
central Asian state. 

The Taleban. or the students 
of Islam, control 90 per cent of 
Afghanistan, including KabuL 
They follow a harsh version of 
Islam that bars women from 
work and education, forces 
men to wear beards and bans 
all light entertainment includ- 
ing music. 

The Taleban are Sunni 
Muslims and mostly Pashtuns 
— the majority ethnic group of 
Afghanistan. The opposition, 
which hold only 10 per cent of 
the country, comprise mostly of 
religious and ethnic minorities, 
including Shiites. Tajiks. 
Uzbeks and Hazaras. 


fuel supplies fail 




MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
Russian authorities could be 
forced to evacuate 4.000 people 
from a town on the northern 
Chukotka peninsular if fijel sup- 
plies fell to arrive before the 
annual big freeze, an official 
warned Wednesday. 

As Russia braced itself for its 
coldest winter in 30 years, Pyotr 
Markov, an official in Anadyr, 
the northeastern Chukotka 
region’s main town, said the fate 
of residents in Mys Shmidta 
depended on the arrival of 8.000 
tonnes of diesel fueL 

"If the tanker doesn’t arrive in 
the next eight to 1 0 days, the sit- 
uation will be catastrophic and 
we’ll have to evacuate the pop- 
ulation by plane.” he told AFP 
by telephone. 

“in 10 days’ lime it won’t be 
posable to break the ice id 
reach us until next summer.” he 
added 


Fuel shortages are also caus- 
ing concern on the Kamchatka 
peninsula, where schools and 
homes are without heating 
because the authorities have no 
cash to pay for fuel supplies. 

The looming crisis comes as 
meteorologists predict Russia 
will suffer its worst winter in 
three decades after temperatures 
plunged to minus 19 Celsius in 
the Moscow region and minus 
42 Celsius in the eastern 
Siberian town of Udachny. 

Such low temperatures in 
Moscow are rare for mid- 
November. occurring only once 
every- 20 years or so, meteorolo- 
gists say. 

So far nine people have died 
from cold this week in Moscow, 
city medical services said Each 
year hundreds of drunks and 
homeless people perish in the 
bitter Russian cold 
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Peace requires 
commitment 

THE ENEMIES of peace in the Middle East 
would obviously stop at nothing to derail the 
peace accords that were recently reached 
between Israel and the Pales tinians . The shoot- 
ing at two Israeli soldiers Tuesday following the 
suicide bombing in Jerusalem a few days earli- 
er and on the eve of the Israeli cabinet’s meeting 
to consider the accord Wednesday shows the 
tenacity of the anti-peace elements. That is why 
the champions of peace should not waver in 
their commitment to advancing the peace 
process come what may from the anti-peace fac- 
tions, because the most effective way to frus- 
trate the designs of these groups is to go ahead 
with the peace process and the implementation 
of the Wye River memorandum as soon as pos- 
sible. 

Unfortunately, Israel has so far responded to 
these terrorist attacks each time by postponing 
the execution of the Wye River accord, raising 
new issues and calling for additional conditions. 
Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
and Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat should, 
therefore, reach an understanding on this mat- 
ter and agree between themselves on how to 
react to terrorist attacks from either side in 
order to send clear signals to all factions that no 
matter how much they try to sabotage the 
painstakingly negotiated agreements, they will 
not succeed. Israeli Labour Knesset member 
Yossi Beilin has proposed such an understand- 
ing with the aim of frustrating the designs of all 
those determined to stop the peace process. It 
would be useful to take up Beilin’s initiative as 
the basis for reaching such an agreement. 

The pattern already set by Netanyahu to sus- 
pend consideration of the Wye River pact each 
time a violent act is committed is exactly the 
wrong message that he should be sending to his 
people as well as to the Palestinians. Now that 
the Israeli cabinet has started the process of 
approving the agreement, we hope that the 
Israeli prime minister will not put additional 
obstacles in the way of having it approved by 
the Knesset as well. Unlike the Israelis, the 
Palestinians do not opt for freezing the process 
every time an Israeli terrorist attack is commit- 
ted against one of their people. Netanyahu 
needs to manifest high statesmanship by going 
ahead with the endorsement of the recent peace 
accord. The adoption of the Wye River pact and 
its actual implementation would be the clearest 
sign that Israel is committed to promoting peace 
in the area. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

Al Ra’i's Fahed Fanek charged that there is a very 
strong relation between privatisation on the one band, 
and democracy, personal freedom, and public participa- 
tion on the other. It is probable that privatisation brings 
democracy and liberty because it frees people from 
government control, said Fanek. People may be fed up 
with government bureaucracy and move towards the 
privatised sectors involved in production and public 
service in a bid to upgrade the quality of products and 
services offered while reducing the costs. Fanek said 
that Arabs wish to reach a good standard of life and 
democracy, but both are interconnected, so seeking one 
is gaining the other. The writer chained that privatisa- 
tion is the way towards a better life, but it has to be 
done honestly, in a clear and transparent manner. 

Al Dustour’s editorial commented on Prime Minister 
Fayez Tarawneh's visit to Saudi Arabia saying that such 
a visit is very' important on all fronts: it will further ties 
between the two Arab countries, and the wo parties 
will discuss the recent developments in the peace 
process — after the signing of the Wye River accord 
between the Palestinians and Israel — as well as the 
Iraq crisis. Al Dusrour said the visit expresses the keen- 
ness of both sides to boost bilateral relations, and shows 
how much both sides fed for each other. Jordanians 
front all walks of life still remember the message sent 
by King Fahd to His Majesty King Hussein wishing 
him a quick recovery, said the paper. It added that all 
Jordanians are looking forward to bringing relations i 
between the two Arab countries back to normal. j 
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View from Academia 


Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


No more heroes, it’s time to work together 


IN OUR part of the world, some people still believe in 
what one may best call the power of isolated, or isola- 
tionist, individuals. Progress is made and success is 
achieved, in the opinions of the many who espouse such 
a philosophy, not through an overall system or strategy 
in which everybody (at least a majority) takes part but 
through the miraculous acts or achievements of specific 
individuals. 

It is like the myth of the mighty soldier. War is won 
when a totally unknown soldier emerges out of the ranks 
suddenly, after a dramatic event, to lead the whole array 
to victory. 

I distinctly remember, when I was an undergraduate 
student, many of my colleagues' disappointment at what 
the instructor in our military science class was saying. 
He was arguing that modem warfare is very different 
from that of, say. medieval times (or romances) when a 
lot depended on the ability of individual knights or 
heroes. Technology is important: thorough training for 
all is vital; overall morale or psychology is crucial. Wars 


are won on the basis of the preparedness and qualifica- 
tions of the army at large. Many of my colleagues did 
not like this at all. “What about individual heroes?” they 
kept interrupting. 

Full of the adventures of Beouwulf and Rambo (even 
before the birth of Rambo) and of the political slogans 
of the time, they kept insisting on the power of gifted 
soldiers and commanders. 

When we talk about change in the world of education 
today, we keep hearing the same argument, as that of my 
romantic colleagues. You cannot impose a system on 
everyone, the argument goes. The matter has to be left to 
individual teachers. It all depends on how good your 
teachers are. 

To some extent, there is truth in the argument 
However, we cannot rely just on the ability of teachers, 
only a small number of whom are gifted. 

Undeniably, a gifted teacher is an asset but bow many 
gifted teachers are there? More importantly, how much 
overall impact can gifted teachers (who are found in iso- 


lated pockets here and there) make? Change is overall; 
progress is overall. Elitism is a problem. Quantity is 
important Quality in education is much like quality in 
crops. You, as a fanner, cannot be content with ooe 
tenth, eighth, or sixth of your tomatoes being good or 
excellent You lose a lot if only half of your yieldis sell- 
able. 

The same thing applies to education. The market 
demands quality students in large numbers. 1, therefore, 
cannot rely on isolated teachers here and there to gradu- 
ate- small numbers of good or excellent students in pock- 
ets scattered here and there in my society or institution! 

We have to pay more attention to the overall system, 
the overall strategies, the overall needs, and the overall 
preparedness of our teachers and institutions, and not 
those of individual teachers or sections alone. 

Education (pardon the metaphor) is like modern war- 
fare: you cannot rely on defunct individual knights, 
horsemen, and warriors to win the day for you. 
Everyone should chip in. 


Best wishes 


To the editor: 

WE WOULD like to con- 
gratulate His Majesty King 
Hussein on his birthday, 
and wish him a long and 
successful reign. We all 
pray and hope for His 
Majesty’s speedy recovery. 
May God return him back 
to us soon. 

Ala 'a Nagawa 
Amman 
nagawa @ jonetcom 


To the editor: 

I WOULD just like to wish 
His Majesty King Hussein 
a Happy Birthday and a 
complete and healthy 
recovery. From all of us in 
New York and in 
Maryland, I hope you will 
accept our sincere gratitude 
and best wishes. 

Anas Nasra and Family 
New York 
US 



Can someone 
explain? 

lb the editor: 

I AM a 15-year-old Jondanian- 
Ametican girl living in 
Amman, raised in Chicago. I 
know a lot about Jordanian cul- 
ture. heritage, and customs. For 
my age. I know more than I 
actually should. But there are a 
couple of things I cannot seem 
to understand, and I doubt I* m 
the only one. 

I read the story about the 2- 
year-dd girl who had her throat 
slashed by her father: It said that 
the father did this to get revenge 
on his THIRD wife. How can 
you get revenge on somebody 
by injuring someone else, who 
has nothing to do with it? This 
baby was in critical condition 
for quite a long time. 

Another is about the 12-year- 
old giri who was found guilty 
of manslaughter! She was 
raped and abused, both physi- 
cally and mentally, by her 
uncle. Someone you are sup- 
posedly meant to trust When 
she finally became pregnant 


after two months of abuse, 
nobody noticed. Okay, maybe 
some people don't show, but 
she was only 12! This was only 
half of the revolting truth. 1 was 
already horrified when I read 
this much. When she went into 
labour, not knowing what to do 
of course, she went to the roof 
of her bouse and had the infant. 
Not knowing what to do. again, 
she threw the baby girl into the 
bushes. That's not foe disgust- 
ing pare The worst part is that 
she was found guDty of 
manslaughter. M anslaughter. 
Why isn't abortion considered 
rmnstoughrer too? 12-year- 
olds should not even be eligible . 
to receive such a conviction. 
Maybe she needed to go to the 
juvenile center fra - counselling. 
Believe me, she needs h. 
Especially after such a grue- 
some otdeaL 

I love Jordan as much as a 
pure Jordanian, but these are 
very confusing matters. My let- 
ter probably won’t change any- 
thing, but I need other people to 
know that even foe younger 
generation have a point of view. 

LeOa Haddadin 
Amman 


Water woes 


To the editor: 

WE LIVE just next to the 
Water Authority. This does 
not mean that we are blessed 
and partake in the luxury of 
having all die vital liquid we 
warn. Actually, after all foe 
hue and cry that accompanied 
the water '‘crisis" in the sum- 
men we are back to square 
one. That is, if water became 
potable again, it did not 
became plentiful as wefl- 
One can easily understand 
that reasons are aplenty, but 
do die people responsible for 
ftiarihiinng water equally 
understand that livin g from 
one week to another on two 
cubic metres of water is an act 
of fine b alancing even for a 
small household? 

I believe it only takes a bit of 
ju ggling with schedules (and, 
of course brains) to satisfy 
next to everybody, but appar- 
ently somebody is not willing 
to undertake the exercise. 

V.Wahbeh 

Amman 



Devel 


Unholy problems for Holy 
Land tourism 


BYBLOS — Although my 
visit last week to this his- 
toric Lebanese town was 
not for tourism, in a place 
like Byblos the subject can't 
be far from one's mind. The 
lovely coast, pleasant hilly 
hinterland, and Gemutlich 
port and old section of 
Byblos are a tourist’s 
delight: clean with a good 
infrastructure, and full of 
helpful local people. 

Unfortunately, this is 
more than can be said for 
some other parts of bofo 
Lebanon and for various 
tourist attractions in much 
of the rest of the region, a 
topic increasingly on the 
minds of many as the year 
2000 approaches. This is 
because, for the regional 
tourism sector, the “Year 
2000 Question,” — with all 
due respect to my fellow 
Jordan Times columnist 
Jean-Claude Elias — has 
more to do with the prepara- 
tions for the celebration of 
the second millennium of 
the birth of Christ than with 
computers. 

The Levant area as a 
whole, including Lebanon, 
Syria, Jordan and Palestine, 
has unique tourism possibil- 
ities, and these will be high- 
lighted by the Year 2000 
celebrations. With visitors 
descending on the street in 
Damascus where Saul 
became St. Paul to parts of 
southern Lebanon where 
Christ walked and the site 
on the east bank of the 
Jordan where he was bap- 
tised among myriad attrac- 
tions. including of course 
Bethlehem, the region 
should be in for a bonanza. 
Hopefully using these cele- 
brations as a platform for 
future growth, international 
tourists, including hundreds 
of millions of affluent 
Europeans near by, will 
eventually help us rum this 
potential into some serious 
money. 


However, despite an 
exceptional variety and 
quality of natural, historical 
and cultural attractions, 
Lebanon. Jordan and their 
neighbours have failed in 
recent decades to benefit 
meaningfully from growth 
in tourism. Behind this 
problem has been an impor- 
tant political element, which 
has extinguished most inter- 
national travel during times 
of war or crippled tourism 
due to tension. Particularly 
since mid- 1996. the election 
of a hard-line Israeli gov- 
ernment has clouded the 
tourism horizon. So until a 
true breakthrough occurs in 
the peace process, the polit- 
ical situation will continue 
to have a negative effect on 
the.tourism industry. 

Given a modicum of sta- 
bility, however, Jordan and 
Palestine especially are both 
looking to strong growth of 
tourism starting in the year 
2000. This makes the need 
greater in both Jordan and 
Palestine’s tourism for bet- 
ter planning and sound 
infrastructure development. 

Although Jordan and 
Palestine feature enough 
attractions to support a self- 
contained tourism industry, 
they have not yet become 
established as autonomous 
destinations. Jordan and 
Palestine separately or 
together appear to be “tran- 
sit” areas, where an interna- 
tional tourist spends a few 
hours or at most a couple of 
days. This is largely due to 
the lack of adequate tourist 
infrastructure, innovative 
project concepts, and mar- 
keting, and to the prevailing 
political situation. 

The Year 2000 will offer a 
chance to develop and mar- 
ket Jordan and Palestine on 
their own merits. Until then, 
the average length of stay in 
Jordan will remain low in 
comparison to a nearby des- 
tination such as Egypt. 


In other words, after the 
Year 2000 tourism growth 
in the region could bring 
tremendous benefits: but it 
could also pose consider- 
able threats to the environ- 
ment. Forcing local people 
to give up part of their own 
identity and adopt uniform 
rules of behaviour around 
tourists may destroy' cul- 
ture. Overdevelopment, and 
subsequent overuse of 
tourism resources, can help 
to destroy the environment. 
Many shortcomings in our 
tourism such as lack of mar- 
ker research and planning, 
adequate policies and legis- 
lation, information on 
tourism's possible implica- 
tions and cooperation 
between key local stake- 
holders could then be aggra- 
vated by growth. 

International experience 
also shows that growth may 
put severe strains on the. 
local capacity of specific 
geographical areas. A tourist 
boom can also have a sig- 
nificant impact on local 
inhabitants. While they 
often want the benefits of 
tourism, these people can 
lack a realistic understand- 
ing of what is involved in 
achieving this development 
and of its impact During 
peak seasons, visitors often 
outnumber the native popu- 
lation, which puts undoubt- 
ed pressures on the local 
culture and resources. 

To be sustainable, devel- 
opment needs to preserve 
the environment on which it 
depends. Having a beautiful 
country like Lebanon, 
Syria, Jordan or Palestine is 
a good start for a tourism 
sector, but not a sufficient 
condition for its sustainabil- 
ity. In other words, st unning 
landscapes and fabulous 
historical sites have to be 
protected while being 
developed. In this process, 
beside the economic oppor- 
tunities to be gained with 


tourism development, there 
will be a significant 
increase in the threat arising 
from its growth. Tourism is 
not necessarily a clean, non- 
resorarre-consummg eco- 
nomic activity, free of the 
environmental impact 
attributed to some manufac- 
turing, mining and agricul- 
ture. For tourism to flourish, 
the resources which it uses 
intensively must continue to 
be available (i.e. pristine 
landscapes and coasts, 
unpolluted sites, and so on). 
The negative consequences 
of high-volume tourism 
involve massive use of 
resources as well as huge 
emissions of waste, waste- 
water, noise, etc. By 
exceeding carrying capaci- 
ties on the physicaL social 
and ecological levels, 
tourism could be destroying 
its own basis and endanger- 
ing its own long-term 
future. 

Much damage to the envi- 
ronment as a result of 
tourism is caused by the 
pressure of the volume of 
visitors arriving at destina- 
tions which are not used to 
supporting people in such 
great numbers, but today 
environmental factors are 
moving higher on list of 
essentials for holiday desti- 
nations. Tour operators are 
asked to offer unspoiled . 
landscape and nature, and 
ecotourism is developing 
fast in parts of the region, 
including Lebanon, where 
at least three companies are 
already developing the mar- 
ket. This is a case, also 
found elsewhere in the 
world, where international 
tourists can actually help in 
preserving the local envi- 
ronment Let's hope that the 
Year 2000 will see an 
onslaught of visitors of var- 
ious colours to the Holy 
Land, and that they will 
include many shades of 
Green. 



Hesitation and 
peace don’t mix 


A DANGEROUS trend 
keeps reoccurring in the 
pursuit of Middle East 
peace. Militant opponents 
seem to use the utmost vio- 
lence in the period 
between the beginnings of 
the making of genuine 
peace and its implementa- 
tion. 

For over a year during 
the Netanyahu administra- 
tion's effective freeze in 
the peace process, the 
Islamic militants were 
quieL But as soon as the 
Wye Plantation 

Memorandum was signed, 
radical Islamic 

Palestinians went into high 
gear carrying 
out two major 
suicide 

attacks in a 
space of ten 

days. 

This treod is 
not new. In 
the 1970s rad- 
ical 

Palestinian 
groups assas- 
sinated senior 
PLO officials 
in Europe 
who were 
beginning to 
strike up a 
peace dia- 
logue with left 

wing Israelis. 

In die 80s Anwar Sadat 
was killed before the 
implementation of the 
Camp David Accords had 
been completed. And in the 
90s Yitshak Rabin was 
assassinated by a Jewish 
fanatic before seeing the 
Oslo Accords carried out. 
To a certain degree radicals 
have succeeded in slowing 
down or cooling down the 
moves to lasting peace in 
the region. 

A key to the success of 
any peace process is the 
absolute commitment of its 
parties to move ahead no 
matter whaL The moment 
that fanatics see one slight 
twitch of hesitation by 
either party they exploit 
that to the end. When a sui- 
cide bombing took place 
during the Rabin adminis- 
tration his response was 
very clear. “We will mourn 
the dead for one week and 
then on day eight we will 
be back at the negotiating 
table," he told his own 
public. 

The recent decision by 
Benyamin Netanyahu to 
become a partner to Yaser 
Arafat in the peace process 
was an important mile- 
stone. But this decision 
will be worthless if both 
Islamic and Jewish radi- 
cals can sense the slightest 
potential for a retraction or 
a slow down. Israelis and 
Palestinian leaders must 
recognise the simple reali- 
ty that they are in this 
peace boat together. It will 
either sink with both of 
them or both will reach the 
shores of peace and free- 
dom together. 

Such an unders tanding 
Will require a different 
approach to issues of secu- 
rity. Netanyahu and his 
aides can’t continue to 
publicly chastise the 
Palestinian National 
Authority every time a 
bomb blows up. In the lat- 
est incident, for example, 


Israeli officials had pub- 
licly praised the 
Palestinian Authority for 
- its crackdown on the mili- 
tants one day before the 
suicide attack. The follow- 
ing day they publicly 
attacked the Palestinians 
blaming them for not doing 
enough. 

There is no doubt that 
these indiscriminate 
attacks against civilians 
make the job of a leader 
like Netanyahu difficult. 
The same happens to 
Arafat when fanatic Jewish 
settlers kill Palestinians or 
rampage through the 
Hebron market It is hard 
to defend a 

peace 

process 

‘The* when your 

1 ~ ■■ people are 


Palestinian vi jg* bl0 ^ 

quest 


public has 
not seen any 
reason to 
identify with 
the Israeli 


The 
for 

peace 

requires the 
same 

courage and 
decisiveness 
as that of 
war. Bu-v . 
whereas war 
pits people 

government 1 

against each 

other, the 

. quest for peace requires a 
different set of partners. 
The majority of both the 
peoples to any peace deal 
and their leaders must be 
united against the extrem- 
ists and radical elements 
who are opposed to peace. 
When a suicide bombing 
took place in the early days 
of the Oslo Accords, 
Palestinians demonstrated 
for the first time against 
fellow Palestinians. 

Thousands of Palestinians 
in Nablus and Gaza- 
marched under the banner* 
**Yes to Peace, No to 
Violence." Such outward 
Palestinian acts have long 
since disappeared as the 
Palestinian public has not 
seen any reason to identify 
with the present Israeli 
government. 

The commitments made 
at Wye were important, but 
they must be reflected in a 
radically new approach. 
From the moment that both 
leaders made peace 
between Themselves, they 
should have made it clear 
to all that they are not turn- 
ing back. New peace think- • 
ing requires that when? 
indiscriminate acts of vio- 
lence take place against 
Palestinians or Israelis the 
response must be unified, 
balanced and proportion- 
ate. 

Both Arafat and 
Netanyahu need to stand 
side by side after any anti- 
peace incident and repeat 
to the public their unified 
commitment to peace and 
security for both people. 
Such an act will not neces- 
sarily mean an immediate 
end to violence. But if 
Israeli and Palestinian 
leaders can withstand 
short-term public criticism 
and stay on course, while \ 
working genuinely, for i 
peace, there is no doubt 
that in . the medium and 
long range peace can in 
fact be at hand. 
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Benefits with aroma and a special birthday greeting 



Femme Fatales: (from left to right) Rania Salti, Yola Jahshan, Tala Nuqul, 
Mira Q welder, and Rula Dallal at the Christian Dior organised benefit for 
the Promise Welfare Society 


M AS THE holiday season approaches 
benefit events have started dotting the 
calendar. Last week two such events 
2 - - brought women together to support 
die efforts of the Young Women 's Mus- 
5' liffl Association and the Promise Wel- 
fareiSociety. 

li - from the kitchen to the 

CATWALK : On Sunday, under the 
c ' patronage of HRH Princess Sarvath 
! “ r - El Hasson, the Pakistan Women s 
u Association launched a cookbook — 
Pakistani Cooking Made Easy. The 
p *_ combined efforts of many of the 
lTC women from Jordan ’s Pakistani com- 
atiurity. the hardcover book also con- 
111 tains coveted recipes from Princess 
Sarvtih’s own culinary repertoire. At 


the mid-day tea hosted by the associa- 
tion at the Marriott Hotel, PWA Pres- 
ident Maria Khan presented the 
Princess with 300 copies of the cook- 
book as a donation to the Young 
Women's Muslim Association, of 
which Princess Sarvath has been the 
patron since J972. The book proved a 
“ best seller ” as women lined up to 
purchase one or more copies during 
Sunday’s Junction, attended also by 
Ruwaida Tarawneh. wife of Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh, Iman Khat- 
ib. wife of Foreign Minister Abdul 
Hah Khatib, Nahla Qadi, wife of Inte- 
rior Minister Nayef Qadi, and Hind 
Nasser. Copies of Pakistani Cooking 
Made Easy are on sale at the Marriott 
Hotel Gift Shop. 


EARLIER. on Saturday 
evening, the House of 
Dior organised a bene- 
fit event for the Promise 
Welfare Society, chaired 
by HRH Princess Alia 
Faisal. The function, 
presented by Christian 
Dior representative for 
the Middle East Brigitte 
Lefebvre ( who delighted 
the audience with her 
Arabic) and 
assisted by 
Philippe Rayou, 

Dior Perfumes 
Area Manager, 
and Abeer Abdel 
Rahim, Dior 
agent in 

Amman, includ- 
ed a video of 
haute couture 
designer John 
Galliano's fall- 
winter codec- 

la Nuqul, ! i on - . 

... . his phantasmal 
'Refit for inspiration from 
by-gone eras, 

Galliano took 
300 predominantly fashion 
conscious but consen>ative 
women of Amman on a ride on 
his cleverly called Diorient 
Express from the land of Poc- 
ahontas to Medici palaces. 

The video imr followed by a 
short, live fashion show of 
four Dior fashions from the 
collection modelled by Rimal 
Models Inc. Completing the 
Dior experience was the 
launch of "Hypnotic Poison ” 

— the fashion house's latest 

perfume " fatale , ” for a “ dia - jyj Qr 

bolique woman . " All proceeds . . 
from the sale of tickets to the 
event went to benefit the work pres 
of the Promise Welfare Soci- “u v 


TUNING UP: More on the upcoming 
visit of German Federal President 
Roman Herzog. On Tuesday. Nov. 17, 
in celebration of His Majesty King 
Hussein's birthday and on the occa- 
sion of the state visit of Herzog, the 
Military Band of the Jordan Armed 
Forces will be joined with 65 players 
from the German Military Music 



Mon Dieu, e’est fantastique... 
diabolique... hypnotique: Yola Jahshan 
presenting Dior’s newest fragrance 
“Hypnotic Poison” 


Corps to present a joint concert at the 
Palace of Culture at 8:00 p.m. The 
concert will feature well known Ger- 
man military marches, Jordanian 
tunes and other famous pieces. For 
information, contact the German 
embassy at 593-0351. Also, today the 
German Protestant Institute of 
Archaeology in Amman and the Con- 
servation and Restoration Centre in 
Petra open their “Crossroads of 
Civilisations" exhibition of German 
archaeological endeavours beginning 
as far back as the 1806 identifi- 
cation of Umm Qais with 
ancient Gadara by Ulrich 
Jasper Seetzen. The field stud- 
ies and archaeological activi- 
ties span from the early Neolith- 
ic period (8th millennium B.C.) 
via the Bronze and Iron Ages to 
the Roman and Byzantine peri- 
ods and further to the Ottoman 
time. 


TIME FLIES: Celebrating an 
anniversary — the 4th — is the 
staff of the Arab Centre for 
Heart and Special Surgery. 
Centre Director Dr. Daoud 
Hanania will host a late 
evening reception on Tuesday to 
mark the occasion. The medical 
care facility, once the largest 
building in the Fifth Circle, now 
almost dwarfed by the towering 
construction of the Sheraton 
Hotel, was officially opened by 
Their Majesties King Hussein 
and ’ Queen Noor four years 
ago. Hanania. who is a former 
director of the Royal Medical 
Sen- ices, is a current member of 
the Upper House of Parliament. 


INTERLINING: Congratula- 
tions are in order again for 



Ramzi Shuwayhat 

Royal Jordanian Director of Cargo 
Sales Ramzi Shuwayhat. At the recent 
31st Annual General Assembly of the 
World Airlines Club Association. 
Shuwayhat. who is president of the 
Jordan Interline Club, was re-elected 
president of the WACA Executive 
Committee until the year 2 000. As the 
incumbent president, Shuwayhat 
presided over the annual meeting of 
the association 's 76 representative 
airline clubs, this year hosted in Lis- 
bon. The Jordanian delegation to the 
meeting comprised 2S participants 
and observers. Also at the event, the 
Jordan Interline Club was awarded a 
certificate as Best Interline Club of 
the Near East and Africa Region for 
its effective role in the world interline 
family as well as for promoting Jor- 
dan and tourism to the Kingdom 
through the airlines, especially those 
operating to Jordan and in coopera- 
tion with Royal Jordanian. 


A special Happy Birthday to 
Saywna... We 're lighting candles 
for you!!!! 

— Jennifer Hamameh 




cience and Technology 


How to find the ideal mate 
with a ruler 


By Malcolm W. Browne 

GOOD NEWS from England: Statistical criteria may 
make it easier for a man with stunted perceptual ability 
to decide whether a woman is sexually attractive, unat- 
/(-tractive or just so-so. 

This breakthrough in sexiness assessment was reported 
; in The Lancet, the renowned British journal, in two 
1 ^, papers by Martin Tovee, a psychologist, and his col- 
leagues at Newcastle University. The gist of the two 
' r ; reports, one published in November and the other in 
jj August, was that sexual attractiveness in women was a 
fraction of body weight compared with height. 

■Lji J Naffrajly, working this out requires some arithmetic. 
,,.! The sexiness quotient proposed by the Newcastle group. 

called the body-mass index, is calculated by measuring a 
; woman's weight in kilogrammes and dividing it by the 
yj square of her height in metres. Got that? 

This means one divides a woman's weight in pounds 
2.205 to get the kilogrammes and multiplies her 
\j‘ height in inches times 0.0254 to get the metres. Then one 
multiplies that number times itself and divides the result 
< into the weight. Simplicity itself. 

' After culling various journals ( including Playboy mag- 
^ azine,. which the authors cited as “a source which has 
f,.- . been used' by previous researchers and which is judged 
reliable),” they compiled a table of average body-mass 
: l- indices as follows: Fashion models. 17.57; other models 
* v Cmcluding centre-folds). 18.09; anorexic women, 14.72; 

bulimic women, 23.66; “normal'* women. 21.S6. 
l ,: Investigators in the past had theorised that feminine 

V'". attractiveness was best gauged by a woman's hip-to- 
-waist ratio, on the grounds that a big ratio supposedly 
1 - , signalled fecundity, a quality these scientists equated 
\ With sexual attraction. But the Newcastle team tested this 
'■ " hypothesis and found it wanting. 

. t .TPriy Jnalfr undergraduates ar the university served as a 


panel rating the sexiness of full frontal colour pictures of 
50 naked women of assorted shapes and sizes, depicted 
without faces. A graph representing the students’ rank- 
ings was compared with graphs of the women’s body- 
mass indices and with their waist-hip ratios and it was 
found that the students’ perceptions matched the body- 
mass ratios much more closely than the waist-hip ratios. 

Not to be outdone, the University of Liverpool report- 
ed that women who need anthropometric help in picking 
sexy mates should look above the belt, at their prospects' 
hands. This conclusion, reported by the magazine New 
Scientist, came from a study by John Manning and his 
associates, who focused on male patients in a fertility 
clinic. 

It turned out, he reported, that the men with the lowest 
sperm counts and poorest sperm motility also had the 
least symmetrical hands. Manning's group also discov- 
ered that men whose ring ringers were longer than their 
index fingers often had elevated levels of testosterone, 
and we all know what that means. 

Despite the scorn that has been heaped on ‘“anthropo- 
metries” by Stephen Jay Gould (author of “The Mismea- 
sure of Man”) and scores of other leading scientists, the 
urge to learn about people by measuring them seems to 
be a deep-seated human impulse. From the phrenologists 
of the 19th century to the heat-sensitive “mood rings’’ of 
the 1960s, measurement systems fascinate and entertain 
even sceptics. 

Despite the bad name anthropometric systems have in 
some circles, they are sometimes useful to forensic sci- 
entists. 

Among the body parts found in the aftermath of the 
Oklahoma City bombing was a leg whose owner could 
not be identified. Forensic anthropologists measured and 
studied the leg and finally concluded that it was proba- 
bly the leg of a w'hite man. But another and more reliable 
method was available: DNA analysis. To the embarrass- 



What’s in I chip talk 
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ment of the anthropometrists, DNA showed that the leg 
probably came from a black woman. 

So, if your body-mass index or finger-length ratio is 
less than ideal, do not despair. Anthropometrists have 
been known to err. 

— International Herald Tribune 


The Darwin awards on the Internet: Dead stupid 


By Jim White 

dARCH 1997. near Krakow in Poland, 
-year-old fanner named Krystof Aznin- 
vas dr inkin g with friends when it was 
jested they all strip naked and play 
e “men's games.” This being Poland, 
masculine activity they had in mind 
feted of hitting each "other over the 
I with 'frozen turnips. However, one 
..upped the ante by grabbing a chainsaw 
Siting off die end of his foot Not to be 
one, - Azninski grabbed the saw and 
ted* 1 watch thig 1 then.” He swung the 
® his .own head, cutting it off. Later, by 
of; an - epitaph, one of his drinking 
^ commented: ‘‘It’s fiinny, because 
[the was young he put on his sister s 
!™ear. But he died like a man. In ear- 
siniipJer times, Azninski’s death might 
Remained a matter of village gossip. 
Iblhe-era of the Internet, news of the 
wr’of fus passing spun round the globe 
T than so mething from the office of 
^c^Starr. 

toon came to the attention of a group of 
sdians who trawl the news wires in 
ridiculous deaths to consider for 
initial Darwin Award, so named after 


Charles of that ilk to reflect the fact that no 
matter how refined evolution becomes, the 
innate stupidity of ■ the human being 
remains unsurpassed. Azninski stormed the 
1997 Darwins, though sadly was unable to 
be there to receive the award in person. 
Last week, the 1998 gongs were announced 
with some flourish over the Internet, the 
organisers keen to point out that standards 
remain as high as ever. As well as prizes for 
actually dying, awards are made for close 
calls. Two contenders received an hon- 
ourable mention with the hope of better 
luck next time: Paul Stiller, from New Jer- 
sey who, in September, was injured by a 
quarter-stick of dynamite that blew up in 

his car. _ . . . 

He and his wife Bonnie were driving 

around at 2a.ni.. bored. So the couple lit the 
dynamite and lobbed it out of the car win- 
dow to see what would happen, but appar- 
ently failed to notice that the window was 

closed at the time. 

Meanwhile, one night in August Kerry 
Bingham, from Tacoma, had been drinking 
with several friends when one of them said 
thev knew a person who had bungee- 
iumped from the Tacoma Narrows Bridge 
in the middle of traffic. The conversation 


grew more heated and at least 10 men 
trooped along the walkway of the bridge at 
4:30 am. Upon arrival at die midpoint they 
discovered that no one had brought a 
bungee rope. Bingham, though, pointed out 
a coil of cable lying nearby. One end of the 
cable was secured around Bingham's leg 
and the other end was tied to the bridge. 
His fall lasted 40 feet before the cable 
tightened and tore his foot off at the ankle. 
He miraculously survived and was rescued 
.by two passing fishermen. His foot was 
never located. 

Three contenders, however, managed to 
fulfil the major requisite of the prize, and 
their deaths were duly acknowledged for 
their spectacular poindessness. 

There was the 41 -year-old Detroit man 
who in September got stuck and drowmed 
in two-feet of water after squeezing head- 
first through an 18-inch-wide sewer grate 
to retrieve his car keys. In October, a 49- 
year-old San Francisco stockbroker, who 
was, according to his wife, "totally zoned 
when he ran.” accidentally jogged off a 
200-foot-high cliff on his daily run. 

Lest the judges be accused of pro-Ameri- 
can bias, however, this year's Darwin 
Award again went to a European: German 


zookeeper Friedrich Riesfeldt of Pader- 
bom. Riesfeldt. alarmed by a lengthy bout 
of constipation suffered by Stefan, an ele- 
phant in his charge, fed the animal 22 doses 
of animal laxative and more than a bushel 
of berries, figs and prunes. 

This was not enough, however, to cause 
any movement and Friedrich. 46, decided 
to give the plugged-up pachyderm an olive- 
oil enema. This did the trick, though rather 
quicker than the keeper had imagined. Ste- 
fan let fly. with the keeper in die line of 
fire: Riesfeldt was suffocated under more 
than 200 pounds of discharge. 

"The sheer force of the elephant’s unex- 
pected defecation knocked Mr Riesfeldt to 
the ground, where he struck his head on a 
rock and lay unconscious as the elephant 
continued to evacuate his bowels on top of 
him,” said Paderbom police detective Erik 
Dem. "With no one there to help him, he 
lay under all that dung for at least an hour 
before a watchman came along, and during 
that time he suffocated." The Darwin 
Award organisers have said they have no 
plans to invite Stefan to America to receive 
his owner's trophy. 

— The Guardian 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

METS. the Middle East Tech- 
nology Show, Jordan's very 
owd computer exhibition 
started last Monday and wel- 
comes visitors till tomorrow 
Friday included, at Marj A1 
Hamam, on Naour Road, 10 
miles south of Amman. The 
show is professionally organ- 
ised and has attracted a large 
number of participants this 
year, more than any other 
year. Exhibitors have occu- 
pied virtually all available 
booths. 

All things being relative 
METS. an event organised by 
the Jordan Computer Society, 
has grown through the years 
to respectable proportions. U 
is a good reflection of the local 
market Most companies that 
have a significant presence on 
the Jordanian computer scene 
are present at the show. The 
participation of Internet ser- 
vice providers (NETS, Global 
One 1 and more particular- 

ly of die Jordan Telecommu- 
nications Company is a dear 
indication of the growing 
interaction between comput- 
ers and telecommunications. 
An important number of PCs 
are being purchased mainly 
for Internet and e-mail usage. 

Apart from the telecommu- 
nications aspect, die display of 
DVD drives — the new Digi- 
tal Vfersatile Disc — expected 
to replace CDs, cassettes and 
video formats, one couldn’t 
notice any novelty. Hie 
recently announced spectacu- 
lar notebooks by IBM and 
Siemens, for example, were 
not available at METS. Nor 
was the new 4GB removable 
hard disk drive by Iomega. 
Exhibitors explained that the 


demand for such sophisticated 
products in the country' does 
not justify importing even a 
limited number of demo units. 

Perhaps the most striking 
aspect of the event, a very 
pleasant one besides, is the 
abundance of accessories. 
Rom a huge variety of storage 
towers for CD-Rora discs to 
trendy beadphones-plus- 
microphone headsets for 
Internet telephony, one can 
find a wide, attractive array of 
useful and not-so-useftd gad- 
gets. Also speakers for PCs 
have graduated from ridicu- 
lous tin cans to true high 
fidelity, powerful stereo sys- 
tems. An impressive set con- 
sisting of a sub-woofer and 
four mid-range and tweeter 
satellites was demonstrated. 
Particularly suitable for the 
three-dimensional require- 
ments of new games, the set 
sounds better than most home 
stereo systems, even when fed 
with Frederic Chopin waltzes 
on piano. 

Color ink-jet printers pro- 
• during photo quality output 
and stunning graphics at 
prices under JD40Q are pre- 
sented and are selling like hot 
cakes. Enny level page scan- 
ners giving reasonable quality- 
scans are proposed at an 
. incredibly low JD 100 or even 
less. 

The rush on accessories and 
inexpensive peripherals con- 
firms the trend that has 
marked the whole PC industry 
since the beginning of this 
year the definite entry of a per- 
sonal computers in the con- 
sumer domain. Beside the 
technological and informative 
aspect, visiting METS is an 
enjoyable, most pleasant 
experience. 
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World Bank study decries slump in foreign a 



WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The World Bank Tuesday 
decried a steady decline in 
foreign aid to poor coun- 
tries, now down to its lowest 
point in more than 50 years, 
and said even a modest 
increase in assistance could 
lift 25 million people out of 
poverty. 

A bank report. Assessing 
Aid. found that while more 
and more developing coun- 
tries were now pursuing 
sound economic policies, 
they were getting markedly 
less help from rich nations. 

“It is ironic and tragic that 
the volume of aid is declin- 
ing just as the environment 


for effective aid is improv- 
ing." said David Dollar, a 
World Bank economist and 
lead author of the study. 

The study stressed that 
financial assistance should 
be earmarked for poor coun- 
tries that are nonetheless 
soundly managed, of which 
the bank savs there are now 
32. 

If aid flows to well-run 
economies were increased 
by $10 billion a year, an 
extra 25 million people 
could escape poverty. By 
contrast, the same increase 
allocated across the board 
would lift only seven mil- 
lion people out of poverty. 


according to the bank. 

While nearly two billion 
people live in poverty in 
countries where more for- 
eign aid could improve liv- 
ing standards, overall assis- 
tance has plunged to a paltry 
0.22 per cent of the gross 
domestic product (GDP) of 
major donor countries. 

Financial aid from rich to 
poor nations is now a third 
lower than it was in 1990. 

Among the least generous, 
according to the bank study, 
is the United States, where 
aid was a mere 0.08 per cent 
of cross national product 
(GNP) in 1997. 

It said Sweden and other 


Nordic countries have tradi- 
tionally given nearly one per 
cent of GNP. while among 
large countries only France 
commits more 0.45 per cent 
to foreign aid. 

World Bank chief econo- 
mist Joseph Stiglitz attrib- 
uted the slump in aid to 
expanding budget shortfalls 
in certain donor nations. 

"In a period of growing 
budget deficits it's easier to 
cut out money for other peo- 
ple than it is within one's 
own country." he said here. 
"I hope that now that the 
United Stales has a S70 bil- 
lion surplus ... that that 
(trend) can be turned 


around.’ 4 

Stiglitz also cited a lack of 
awareness on the part of the 
U.S. pubb’c about the effec- 
tiveness of aid as well as a 
popular misconception — 
as documented in a poll sev- 
eral years ago — that the 
United States already lav- 
ishly dispenses assistance to 
poor nations. The bank 
report said donors have 
tended to direct their aid to 
countries that get low marks 
for macroeconomic and 
social policies, financial 
structures, legal systems, 
protection of property 
rights, absence of corruption 
and social safety nets. 


Cash-starved Iran asks West for $3b loan 


TEHRAN (R) — The Iran- 
ian government, beset by 
doggedly low oil prices and 
mounting debt, is negotiat- 
ing with creditors in Japan. 
Germany and Italy for $3 
billion in bridge loans to 
stave off a default on debt 
payments. 

‘They need to get that $3 
billion as soon as possible." 
said un analyst close to Lhe 
debt talks. “If these three 
countries cannot help them, 
then they may have to 
declare bankruptcy" 

Economists, businessmen 
and diplomats say the 
crunch is now so acute that 
the government is virtually 
out of cash, forcing delays 
in payment to key Western 
creditors. 

One Asian oil trader, in 
Tehran for an international 
energy conference, was 
more blunt: “Right now. 
'tun h s no money.” 

As a result, several high- 
profile investments, includ- 
ing a SI. 2 billion credit 
underwritten by the Italian 
government and announced 
in July, are on hold and 
may be cancelled outright, 
the diplomats and business- 


men say. 

To weather the storm, 
they say. Iran is in talks 
with creditors from the 
three countries, among its 
top trade partners, to secure 
SI billion each in fresh 
financing. This is in addi- 
tion to some $1.5 billion 
already put up by France. 

The Central Bank of Iran 
(CBH declined comment 
on the debt talks, although 
senior government officials 
have said repeatedly they 
were able to meet existing 
international commitments. 

The Majlis, or parlia- 
ment. last month passed un 
emergency rescue package, 
including forward sales of 
future oil deliveries. Ana- 
lysts say the measures are 
too little, too late. 

'There is not enough to 
cover strategic imports and 
to pay the debts." said one 
foreign analyst. 

The spectre of one of the 
worlds leading oil 
exporters teetering on the 
brink reflects a series of 
inter-related problems. 
Chief among these are: 

* Persistently low prices 
for crude oil. which pro- 


vides Iran with about 80 
per cent of its hard curren- 
cy revenues. 

* An imposing, but tem- 
porary. mountain of debt, 
largely left over from a 
major rescheduling in 
1992-1993. 

The failure to tackle the 
economy's structural prob- 
lems. including its overre- 
liance on oil revenue. 

Oil prices are running 
around Si I per barrel, far 
below the price of SI 6 first 
predicted in the budget for 
the year ending March 20. 
1999. Iran later lowered the 
budgeted oil price to $12 a 
barrel. Revenues from oil 
exports for the six months 
from March fell to $5 bil- 
lion. off 39 per cent year on 
year. 

At the same time, the bill 
for the 1993 restructuring 
is coming due. augmented 
by other short-term obliga- 
tions. 

Estimates from one for- 
eign embassy, based in part 
on official figures, show 
total revenues for the six 
months ending Sept. 22 at 
S6 billion. 

Costs were put at $9.5 


billion for the same period 
— S4.4 billion to cover the 
1993 rescheduling, $ 2.5 
billion in short- term debt 
and letters of credit, and 
$2.6 billion on government 
expenditures, forcing Iran 
to dip into its reserves. 

A similar pattern can be 
expected for the second 
half of the current Iranian 
year, the embassy analysis 
showed. 

Some relief may be in 
sight — if Iran can navigate 
the next 12- IS months. 

The latest CBI figures 
peg outstanding foreign 
debt for this year at $5,567 
billion, dropping to $3.7 
billion next year. 

Western projections show 
just $864 million in debt 
for the year after that. 

But analysts say 
prospects for the current 
round of talks are uncer- 
tain. with Japan. Italy and 
Germany each facing its 
own set of obstacles to any 
deal. 

In Japan, for example. 
Iran's creditors are looking 
to the government for guid- 
ance before extending new 
credits, to be backed by 


future oil sales. Pressure 
from close ally the United 
States not to aid Iran has 
dampened any Japanese 
enthusiasim. 

Some of the German debt 
is owed to a range of medi- 
um-sized firms, complicat- 
ing any such talks by the 
sheer number of players, 
while businessmen say 
Italy's earlier ardour for 
Iranian deals, on full dis- 
play this summer, has 
cooled. 

All this, says economist 
Fariborz Raisdana, begs the 
question of how Iran fell 
into this trap in the first 
place. 

“The economy is in cri- 
sis. reflecting frozen poli- 
cies and overreliance on 
oil. This leaves Iran vulner- 
able at all times." said Rais- 
dana. 

The economy must be 
overhauled and the power 
of the traditional merchant 
elite broken before Iran can 
safely avoid future oil and 
debt shocks, he said. 

“Perhaps this (debt) prob- 
lem will provide the shock 
needed to move ahead,” he 
concluded. 


It attributed such a tenden- 
cy to hope on the part of 
donors that aid will induce 
policy reform. 

“Unfortunately, money 
has proved quite ineffective 
in generating reform.” the 
hank found, citing Zambia, 
where foreign aid rose 
steadily in 1990s as the 
country's economic man- 
agement deteriorated 
“For every Zambia, how- 
ever, there is a Ghana." 
according to the study. 
“Ghana received little aid 
when it had bad policies but 
has received strong donor 
support since it reformed.” 
The report also highiight- 


Exchange Rates 


ed the experience of Viet- 
nam, which made use of for- 
eign aid in the form of poli- 
cy^ advice rather than money. 

Working without World 
Bank or International Mon- 
etary Fund assistance, Viet- 
nam in the late 1980s first 
sought to open its economy 
to trade and private enter- 
prise. 

By 1992 the country had 
achieved economic stability 
and financial inflows began. 

“This sequence — ideas 
first, money when the coun- 
try is ready to use it well — 
proved very effective," 
according to the bank, 
which found that Vietnam 
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robust growth 
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report said there . 3 ^,^ 
evidence that a 
tional environment; efr 
overcome by targeting-ad m 
specific sectors. 

It found that a dollar of 
foreign aid directed fo nod 
development, for exampU 
boosts domestic -spendW 
on such development 

11 cents. - _r 

This is because authorises 

simply use the money they 
would have committed to 
the sector for other prion- 
ties. t - 


Wednesday.il -11-98 


ROAN OMAR 
RIVAL 
UAE DIRHAM 
BAHRAIN OMAR 


1.0000 0 1667 

5 298*3 1 0000 

5 1881 0 9792 

0 5325 0.1005 


1.8779 1 8390 

9.9499 9 7436 

9.7427 9 5408 

1 0000 0 9793 


ACCESS 4848668 


0 1944 2.3364 2.3379 0.7 

1.0301 12.3793 12.3875 3.7513 

1.0087 121216 121296- 

0 1035 1 2442 1. 2450 0 

- 057 * 



US DOLLAR 

STCRUN 
GERMANY ItARK 
SWITZERLAND FRA 
FRANCE FRANC 
JAPAN YEN’ 
HOLLAND GUtOEF 
SWEDEN KRONA 
rTALYLKA- 
BELGtUH FRANC 
AUSTRALIA DOLLA 
SREEC DRACHMA 
CYPRUS POUND 

AUSTRIA SC HtUNC 
CAN DA DOLLAR 
EURO 


16571 
1.0000 
2 7872 
22959 
93454 
2009897 
31420 
13 2011 
27 5692 
57 4BSB 
26299 
4B951 
33768 
19.6134 
25572 
1 4182 


. 60107 11701 

38272 07081 

101100 . 

63278 18211 H 

33 8379 638)1' 

729.0377 141 3214 i 
113969 221BE | 

478836 • 03215 i 
1.0000 194670 r 
208 5292 405943 [ 
95393 - 1.8520 I- 
17 0301 33tg 
122486 238 U f 

73 1428 13840 1 
9 2757 1BQS7! 

5.1369 toon i' 


Syria invites Chinese investment 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — Syria 
called Tuesday for China, 
which has been the target of 
much international investment 
to take a stake in projects here 
and also to increase bilateral 
trade. 

Syrian Economy Minister 
Mohammad Imadi urged 50 
Chinese businessmen at a meet- 
ing here with Syrian business 
executives “to invest in Syria 
and cooperate with their Syrian 
counterparts." 

He said in the meeting's 
opening speech that “Syrian 
laws encourage investment in 
the fields of agriculture, indus- 
try. road and sea transportation 
and tourism." 


“Syria wants to expand trade 
with friendly countries because 
balanced trade strengthens 

national production and increas- 
es investment." he added. 

Damascus Chamber of Indus- 
try official Hassan Nouri told 
the businessmen that “Syrian 
industry could benefit from 
Chinese technology and 

experts.” 

Xu Fu Xing, a Chinese For- 
eign Trade and Economic 
Cooperation Ministry official 
leading his country's delega- 
tion. said that bilateral trade 
came to SI 54 million in 1997. 

Chinese high-tech exports to 
Sjria accounted for $268 mil- 
lion in J906 jnd 19^7. he said. 


adding that Syria has become 
"one of China's biggest trading 
partners in western Asia.” 

Chinese Ambassador Wu 
Min said the level of economic 
lies with Syria "is reaching that 
of the privileged political rela- 
tions" between the two coun- 
tries. 

The Chinese business leaders 
at the meeting represent 30 
major companies in the oil. 
clicmicaJ. electrical, communi- 
cations. construction, iron and 
environmental sectors. 

They arrived in Syria Monday 
for a week-long visit to promote 
Chinese exports ;mJ coopera- 
tion with Syria, die Chinese 
cmhassv « aid. 


Number of investment 
funds in Bahrain rises 
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MANAMA <R> — Bahrain 
has approved 45 new' 
investment funds in 1998, 
raising the number of 
funds operating from the 
island to 406. a Bahrain 
Monetary Agency (BMA) 
official has said. 

The Central Bank’s 
Executive Director of 
Banking Control. Khalid 
Abdullah Atiq. told 
Bahrain's newspaper 
Akhbar A1 Khaleej that 45 
funds hud been given 
licences in the first nine 
months of 1998. 

"The BMA was planning 


to bring Bahrain's banking 
system more in line with 
the latest international 
money market trends,” 
Atiq said. 

“BMA officials have also 
stepped up inspection vis- 
its to banks to check their 
internal working systems," 
he added. 

Bahrain — with around 
45 offshore banking units. 
40 representative offices. 
32 investment banks and 
19 commercial banks — is 
the Gulf's main financial 
hub. 
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THE Daily Crossword eom 


ACROSS 
1 Sleep outdoors 
5 Like Nash's 
lama 

S Regions 

14 Cain's brother 

15 S. American 
rodent 

16 Classic violin 

17 Departed 

IS Pond coating 

1 9 At no time 

20 Icelandic sagas 

22 relieity 

24 -Sweet after you 
eat 

25 Edgar Allan 
and others 

27 Caps ending? 

23 Gear teeth 

29 Jackie's second 
husband 
32 'Tcsca" and 
‘Carmen' 

35 Arcane 
27 Part in a ptay 
23 Mrs. Nixon 
39 Considerate 
■to Uninvited party- 
goers 

43 Indian princes 

45 Farm layer 

46 Actress 
McCturg 

47 _ Magrton 

48 Cherrystone, 
e.g. 

49 Lecherous 
53 Laughter and 

gaiety 

57 Exxon rival 

58 Type Of 
committee 

59 Personal 
perception 

61 Dead Sea 
kingdom 

62 Tuscany tity 

63 mater 

6a Goose on 

Oahu 

65 Writer Madame 
tie _ 

66 More limited in 
quantity 

67 Horn honk 

DOWN 

1 Behmd bars 

2 Dwelling 


by Wayne Robert Wiliams 
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Peanuts 


THE BETTER HALF. 


6 OOD MORNJNSj'M 
HERE TO TELL YOU ABOUT 
THE ‘‘GREAT PUMPKIN:: 


HEY. MA! THERE'S A 
FALSE PROPHET AT 
: THE POOR ..WHAT 
i SHOULD I TELL HIM? 


REALLY?) HE'S 60NE.. t THINK 
S_^-/ l HF HEARD YOU, MA .. 


By Glasbergen 
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Andy Capp 


By John Fsneck 
Point Pleasant Beach. NJ 


3 Makes repairs 
■t Delights 

5 Harvest 

goddess 

6 Night in 
Nuremburg 

“ S. Amer. nation 
B Streetlight 
support 

9 Superlatively 
silly 

10 Portents 

11 Churchpart 

12 Tours summers 

13 Knights' atlas 
21 Actress Ward 

. of 'Sisters' 

23 WM Kelly s 
comic strip 

25 Occupant: abbr. 

26 Stop 

2? Opera solo 

30 Wealthy 

31 Cods down 

32 Theater sec. 

33 Skin opening 

34 Enthusiastic 

vigor 

36 Delight 
38 Ancient 
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0QBH DffH| 
□□□□HQ EfOOD 
anaa □□□um 
ggaa 

HOOD uuun DQn 
BHOP BQBH Bam 





S ^iy° u 9 et really, really close, 
Mel Gibson and I look identicair 
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41 Like DNA 
strands 

42 Mi!d cheese 

43 Broadcast 
letters of old 

44 Gulf of the 
Ionian Sea 

46 QW hgg 
49 Rower holders 


50 Roundup hr ale 

51 Image: pref. 

52 Celestial body 
with a tail 

53 Bulk 

54 Prune text 

55 OstrichtiXe bird 
55 Rr/er of Sudan 
60 Used to be 
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AFM stays dull on Iraq worries, foreign sales 


A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Food industries ask government to stop 
flow of imported product in order to survive 


** A, NUMBER of industrialists in the 
Zarqa govemorate have asked to govern- 
ment to intervene and rescue the Jordan- 
ian food industries form the unfair com- 
petition posed by similar imported prod- 
ucts. In a memorandum they submitted to 
the Zarqa Chamber of Industry, the indus- 
trialists said their firms were threatened 
by closure. 

Thabet Wir, the chamber’s vice presi- 
dent, said food products were entering the 
Kingdom through official and unofficial 
channels leaving negative effects on Jor- 
danian food industries. Such a situation 
deprives the state treasury from revenue 
and exposes the health of citizens to dan- 
gers because it is not possible to control 
all imported foodstuffs to ensure they 
meet health conditions. 

Wir indicated that many products and 
goods are entering the market through 
official means at very competitive prices 
“aiming at destroying industries produc- 
ing similar products." He expressed hope 
that the Ministry of Industry and Trade 
would respond to the existing problems 
and that the prime mini ster would also 
respond to the contents of the memoran- 
dum presented to him. 

A number of industrialists emphasised 
that the deteriorating conditions of their 
industries threaten the national capital. 
They said: “For a year or so, food indus- 
tries were gradually harmed as a result of 
the imbalance between imports and local 
production.” The industrialists stressed 
that food industries were forced to lay off 
about 50 per cent of their staff and that 
thousands more will face the same fate if 
the situation remains the same. 

The industrialists said their firms were 


now operating at 20 per cent of produc- 
tion capacity stressing that huge volumes 
of processed food enter the Jordanian 
market unofficially. They requested the 
government to reconsider the prices of 
wheat and flour due to lower internation- 
al prices of these products. The industrial- 
ists said the lower prices would cut their 
production costs and provide them with 
an incentive to continue. They also 
emphasised the importance of exempting 
products and goods for children from the 
sales tax. 

In the memorandum, signed by 19 
industrialists and presented to the prime 
minister, the industrialists wrote: “We, 
owners of specialised food industries and 
investors in biscuit chocolate, sweets, 
juice and chips industries, have never wit- 
nessed a sharp decline and dangerous 
drop in the marketing field as in these 
days of recession.” They said that despite 
the high quality which equals similar for- 
eign products, they were facing many hur- 
dles and barriers. The industrialists Listed 
the following five demands in their mem- 
orandum: 

1) B annin g the entry of food products 
by unofficial means. 

2) Putting a balanced price for similar 
products which enter the market at dump- 
ing prices. 

3) Excluding food items which are sub- 
sidised in the country of origin from the 
lists of exemptions when signing bilateral 
agreements. 

4) Exempting food products made pri- 
marily for children from the sales tax. 

5) Exempting all production inputs 
related to food industries from customs 
soon t.Al Dustour). 


AMMAN (R) — Jordan- 
ian shares closed mixed 
Wednesday in thin trade 
dominated by some local 
activity on Arab Bank and 
persistent foreign selling 
of Jordan Phosphate 
Mines, dealers said. 

The official 60-share 
index rose a modest 0.06 
per cent to 160.61 points 
in turnover worth 
JD623.637 ($879,000). 

The index was still 
close to a 16- month low it 
hit on Tuesday triggered 
by across the board losses 
fuelled mainly by local 
selling. 

Overall losing shares 
outnumbered gainers by 
15 to eleven. 

Market mainstay Arab 
Bank closed unchanged 
at JD205 in mainly local- 
ly driven trading, helping 
to support the official 
index. Brokers cited wor- 
ries over raised tension in 
neighbouring Iraq, the 
country's main trading 
partner, and continued 
sell-offs by international 
investors behind the poor 
performance of the 
bourse. 

Investor sentiment was 
hit by another day of for- 
eign selling on Jordan 
Phosphate Mines which 
closed 0.01 per cent 
lower to JD1.5 in the 
largest transactions of the 
day worth JD223.887. 
alone accounting for 
nearly a third of total vol- 
ume. 

The blue-chip mining 
stock led declines of most 
industrial blue-chips in 
limited transactions exe- 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 
,\9) Your workload continues 
'to be demanding and mistakes 


HOROSCOPE 


with the small stuff and trying 
to maintain your perspective. 
Toss out what’s unnecessary 


are likely to creep in. Don’t FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 1998 and focus on what is. That’s 

take them personally. — - — — — — -» always difficult for you, but 

Although you insist on having By Litlda c stack. Tribune Media Services. Inc. today y ou ’ u have t0 make il a 

everything perfect, you must priority. You simply can’t do 

allow for changes and modifications as you go along. Don't everything, and some of the things on your list don't need 


beat yourself up if things aren’t right the first rime through. 
Just put in the correction. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Romance again is very 
important in your life. This could be tricky, since you have 
other matters you should be paying attention to. Make sure 
nothing important gets ignored while you're thinking about 
your personal life. That could be a bigger problem later than 
the game you're playing now. 

GEMINI: (May 2 1 to June 21 ) There are changes affecting 
your home, your relationship and your career. If you've 
been thinking about relocating, this would be the rime for iL 
It looks like there’s a big shift in how others see you and 
how you see yourself. Thai’s because you're getting 
i ‘ronger. Make sure this happens by focusing on your 
'feojective. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 ) Not only are you tuned in 
to details today, you’re also tune in to what other people 
need. That's one of your areas of expertise anyway, but 
today you'll be so sensitive, so caring, so intent on serving 
others, you could even get a promotion out of the deal. For 
you. it'll be fun. bur for others, it'll be miraculous. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) Finances are again the major 
theme. You’ll be in a position to wheel and deal and possi- 
bly make quite a bit You’ll also be tempted to spend quite 
a bit. That’s always a problem you face. You like to be sur- 
rounded by the besL and the best is usually expensive. 
Today, make it your objective to end up with a profit. 
YTRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You're on a roll, and 
you might be a little difficult for others to be around. You're 
critical and outspoken. The other part of this equation is that 
you’re also most likely right. Just remember to be compas- 
sionate as you coach the others to improve their perfor- 
mance. If they'll just do as you say. your team is going to 
win big. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You're still hassling 


to be done anyway. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 2 1 ) Start off the day 
by getting organised. You need a schedule, and a team. The 
challenges you’ll be facing are too big to handle by your- 
self. Besides, it wouldn't be nearly as much-fun. Figure out 
who you’d like to play with and ask them to join you. 
They'll be delighted, once they realise how important your 

g reject is. 

AGRT ARRIS: (November 22 to December 21) Staying 
organised is generally one of the most difficult tasks for 
Sagittarians to master. But if you can do it, you’ll be 
amazed. Your life’s difficult spots will become ridiculously 
easy. Something you thought would drive you crazy turns 
out to be amusing. That's your challenge for today. Have a 
great time while you’re at it 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) There's con- 
fusion going on, but it’s not in your head. It’s the other peo- 
ple who don’t know what to do next You should be able to 
figure out a course of action easily. Then just let the others 
know. It’s no mistake that you're so often chosen for posi- 
tions of leadership. You're a natural for the job, especially 
today. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) The studying 
you're doing today and tomorrow has to do with finances. 
You’d rather have the money take care of itself and simply 
show up when it’s needed. This is possible, but to make it 
happen, you’re going to have to do a little homework. That’s 
your assignment for today. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Looks like there are 
still more details to be dealt with. Well, guess what? You 
don't have to do this all by yourself. Delegate some organ- 
isational tasks to a person who’s good at that, then just do 
as you’re told This is a brilliant way to stay in control, 
while appearing to give control to somebody else. Relax 
and enjoy it. 


cuted by local floor 
traders, dealers said. 

Jordan Petroleum Refin- 
ery shed JD0.01 to 
JD 10.25 but Arab Potash 


rose JD0.05 to JD3.35 in 
two bloc trades worth 
JD48.084.. 

In banks. Housing Bank 
closed JD0.02 higher to 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13,1998 
By Linda C. Black. Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) You're finishing 
up a complicated project 
and making sure everv- 
j thing is perfect That’s 
important to ail concerned 
If this is a gift you want it 
to be the nicest one you 
could possibly make. If you 
continue to focus on the 
others instead of yourself, 
you'll find the task easier. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Jupiter is going 
direct today. That will 
make it easier for you to 
enrol other people in help- 
ing with your schemes. 
And you’ve got some pret- 
ty nice ones. You may be a 
little shy about discussing 
them, but they're in your 
bean. Go ahead and tell 
them what you’re up to. 
GEMINI: (May 2 1 to June 
21 > You continue to disrupt 
your environment. You’re 
not muddying your own 
waters, though. You’re 
actually clearing things up. 
The overall intention is to 
have a place where you can 
relax, and you'll have that 
done by tomorrow, right? 
Tomorrow is going to be an 
excellent day for romance. 
CANCER: (June 22 to 
July 21) You’re strong, 
intelligent and good look- 
ing. and adamant that oth- 
ers are taken care of. You're 
going to become successful 
beyond your wildest 
dreams, but you're not even 
thinking about that. Your 
mind is on other people. 
Well, that helps them 
notice you, and what they 
notice is that you're awe- 
some. Keep up the good 
work. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Your luck is iffy today. 
Be a Little cautious, espe- 
cially where money is con- 
cerned. You tend to get 
reckless and spend more 
than you make, and that’s 
definitely a possibility 
today. You’ve got a vision 
for the future, but how 
you're going to get there 
may be a little foggy. 
Don't waste money on a 
big purchase now. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You’re still 
pushing to make things 
come out just right, and 
you may be ruffling a few 
feathers. But after the dust 
settles, people will have to 
concede you were correct 
Your passion for perfection 
right now is pushing others 
to try things they would be 
inclined avoid. Congratula- 
tions! 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) You’re really 
up against it now. There 


may be changes going on, 
but the most noticeable one 
for you requires self-disci- 
pline. sticking to your 
schedule, and doing it on 
purpose. You might feel 
like somebody else is mak- 
ing you do this, but that's 
just because you forgot that 
you're the one who set the 
scheme up in the first 
place. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You are an 
absolute joy and inspiration 
today. People are eager to 
do your bidding, since they 
believe so strongly in your 
objectives. Make sure you 
let them know how you 
want the job done and the 
results you have in min d. If 
it’s a healing and nurturing 
intention, which it proba- 
bly is. you’ll have no trou- 
ble enlisting volunteers. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Novem- 
ber 22 to December 21) 
Your luck is not that great 
today. It’s going to take 
perseverance to achieve 
your objective, and a bit of 
creativity. Don’t rely on 
any thin g else to make what 
you want happen. You’re 
going to have to make up a 
schedule and stick to iL If 
you can manage to take this 
advice, you’ll be amazed at 
the results. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) The 
person who knows the 
answer to the puzzle today 
isn’t telling, but you can 
figure it ouL Then you’ll 
know what needs to be 
done next, and you can 
teach the others. It seems 
that a door that was previ- 
ously locked shut has 
recently swung open. The 
answer is something 
you've tried before with no 
success. Try it again. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Details are 
the most important things 
in your life today, and there 
are plenty of them. All you 
have to do is figure out 
which ones are important 
A source of funding you 
thought was dried up will 
start generating again. Ask 
someplace where you were 
previously turned down. 
You could get a much bet- 
ter answer this time. 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) You’ve complet- 
ed a lot of old projects dur- 
ing the last few weeks, but 
now Jupiter, your ruling 
planet is going direct and 
it’s time to start looking 
towards the future. Don't 
worry. There's nothing spe- 
cial you have to do. This is 
going to happen naturally. 
Just go with the flow. 


JD2.72 in thin volume 
worth only JD29.521. 

The independent Pearl 
Index of 45 best-perform- 
ing shares shed 0.07 per 

Gulf shuttle 
airline to be set 
up in Bahrain 

MANAMA (AFP.) — A new 
Bahrain-based airline is being 
set up. with an initial capital of 
between $10 and $15 radiion, ro 
serve both sides of the Gulf, a 

Bahraini newspaper has said 

The Gulf Daily News said 
talks on the shuttle airline, which 
could be named Gulf Express, 
took place in Bahrain last 
month. 

It would initially serve Shar- 
jah, in the United Arab Emirares. 
Iran and the eastern province of 
Saudi Arabia. ’The shuttle ser- 
vice will assist Bahrain as a hub 
and also provide an alternative in 
some cases. A deadline of 1999 
has been set.” an unnamed 
source told the paper. 


cent to 77.12 points, 8.44 
per cent down from the 
start of the vear. 


Bayerjscher Hof 
Restaurant 

Fresh German Bread. 
German Sausages & 
German Cakes 

AvuUbtr duly at 
Rjvcnwhcf Hof from *• AM 

Special Business Lunches 

uc alio available^ai the 
B a r t t u cbcr Hof from 
12JD PM non] J:0U PM 

Our Fine Dining 
Restaurant & Beer 
Garden Restaurant 
aieabo open from 
fc30 PM until i 1.30 PM 

Wine Cellar 

- u open trora 
13:00 PM unul 1:00 AM 

Smril'ieh - A1 Haraia Street 
TaSSl 0730 /S81 0311 


A.F.M TRADfe 

ACCESS 4646868 


11 -11- 9B 



BANKS 

AB 

205.000 205.000 0.00% 



BANKS INDEX 


269.090 POINT = -0-05% 



INSURANCE INDEX 126.680 POINT = +0.23% 



ERVICES INDEX 101.660 POINT = -0.11 



h52%l 


INDUSTRY INDEX 


0.650 0.660 *1.54% 


69.870 POINT = +0.46% 


iLMrr.lOldl 


0.290 0.280 - 3.45% 



J ordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** J ordan Marketplace 



Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 
Furnished & Unfurnished 

for more information call 
Abdoun Rea! Estate 

5920605/5920609/ 079/530007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


24-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BIUNGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079 - 77390/66271 anytime 


DAJANI JEWELLERS CAPTURING THE SPIRIT OF THE AGE 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality fn 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmaisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 822891 



♦One & TWo Bedrooms *Fuily 
Equipped Kitchenettes *DaBy 8 
Long Stay ^Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 567455 1 
e-mail : crystal® gaccmjg 



This is what 
/ call 

a satisfied 
customer 

Call 
5510427 , 8,9 


tjFOR 

RENT 

Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 




JL m<\Jor 


5667171 EXT. 


5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 


• Lnicj ued esiguil 
for "Lnlqur peep 


Recreation Center 

This Winter 

the best heated Pool 
and all the Fitness Facilities. 







At Amra Hotel 
Shops - Amman 

strategically located 
panoramic 



pen space offices 
Schindler elevators 
derground parking 


I -V ■ 




“Now you can rent 
or buy offices 
with long-term financing’ 


C E H T E R 


For further information TeL 4645324/5, Fax 4645326 
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Senior official denies near J5S? Cup 
reshuffle of sports federations e f rns lran 


By Ahmad Khatib 
and AJeen Banoayan 

AMMAN — A senior offi- 
cial Wednesday denied 
recent local newspaper 
reports that the country’s 
sports federations would 
undergo a complete reshuf- 
fle. 

The official denied the 
issue saying that only "sec- 
ondary" federations might 
be reshuffled wi thin the 
next 10 days. 

The official, who request- 
ed anonymity, told the 
Jordan Times that “influen- 
tial parties were against 
reshuffling main federa- 
tions" because they believed 
any changes could harm 
next summer's Pan-Arab 
Games which will be held 
in Amman Aug, 15-31, 
1999. 

“By protesting such 
changes, these parties think 
that they want to protect and 


support the Pan-Arab 
Games, but, in fact, they 
aim at protecting their own 
interests," said the govern- 
ment source, who refused to 
name the federations that 
could be reshuffled in order 
to “prevent any misunder- 
standing.” 

Id the past two weeks, 
controversies at the football 
and basketball federations 
.led many to believe that a 
change was imminent espe- 
cially after both sports came 
to a halt with regional com- 
petitions like the Asian 
Games only a month away. 

Jordan Basketball 

Federation (JBF) President 
Mudar Majdoub said his 
team's mass resignation was 
recently refused by Minister 
of Culture and Youth Tala] 
Sataan A1 Hassan who 
promised to have additional 
regulations in order to more 
effectively organise rela- 
tions between the federation 


China, Cuba clash 
in volleyball rematch 


OSAKA (AFP) — Olympic 
silver medallists China 
smashed Russia in three 
straight sets Wednesday to 
set up a clash with defend- 
ing champions Cuba in the 
final of the women’s world 
volleyball championships. 

The Chinese, seeking to 
win back the title they took 
in 19S2 and 19S6, coasted 
to a 15-4, 15-4. 15-9 win. 

World Cup holders Cuba 
struggled to beat Olympic 
bronze medallists Brazil 
15-10. 4-15, 15-11, 15-10 
in the other semi-final. 

Thursday's final is a 
rematch of the Atlanta 
Olympics battle for gold, in 
which Cuba prevailed in 
four sets. 

“It was not a surprise that 
we defeated Russia. 1 
believe China are one of the 
top four teams in the 
world.” said Chinese coach 
Lang Ping. 

“We prepared for this 
match very well. I told ray 
players last night to stay 
calm, to show our usual 


power and to never give up. 

“We did nor care about 
w innin g or losing, we just 
tried to do our best. We 
have no superstar, so we 
played as if we are one per- 
son. China and Russia are 
on the same level, but we 
were better mentally today.” 

Russia, who had to be sat- 
isfied with third place at the 
1994 championships, 
clawed back from 1-12 
down to 9- 13 in the third set 
with Yevgenia Artamonova 
hitting some sparkling win- 
ners. 

They managed to stave off 
three match points, but 
were outdone on the fourth 
when Chinese captain Lai 
Yawen blocked back for the 
'decider to finish off the 
match in 67 minutes. 

Russian coach Nikolai 
Kaipol said; “All my play- 
ers are young and they lost 
their concentration and con- 
fidence." 
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£tz.gani collection, of (zand-cxafted tome 
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and basketball clubs. 

The board's resignation 
followed over a month of 
controversy and strained 
relations between the JBF 
and A1 Jazueh Club after 
the latter withdrew their 
players from the national 
basketball team on the eve 
of the team's departure to an 
international tournament in 
Taipei. 

After the mediation of the 
Ministry of Culture and 
Youth, the JBF asked A1 
Jazireh’s players to rejoin 
the team. However, A1 
Jazireh. whose basketball 
team is sponsored by 
Aramex, declined and sus- 
pended all their players 
from JBF activities citing 
“bias against the club”. 

The issue remained unre- 
solved even after a meeting 
with the JBF which 
imposed a JD4.000 fine and 
suspended Jazireh’s with- 
drawing players for two sea- 


sons. The JBF then submit- 
ted a mass resignation. 

The Jordan Football 
Association (JFA) likewise 
cancelled the 1998 Premier 
League championship end- 
ing two weeks of controver- 
sy following A1 Faisali’s 
walkout and assault of refer- ' 
ees midway through their 
Oct 25 match against A1 
Qadissieh. 

In a statement following 
the JFA's meeting, the asso- 
ciation announced that the 
1998 10-team champi- 
onship would be cancelled 
citing the soon-to-start 
maintenance of the coun- 
try's only two stadiums in 
Amman and Irbid in prepa- 
ration for the Arab Games; 
A1 Wihdat’s participation in 
the Arab Champion Clubs 
tou rnam ent in Jeddah Nov. 
17-31; and the inability to 
regroup all teams for the 
re maining five weeks of the 
event for technical reasons. 


Rusedski remains 
untouchable in quick win 

STOCKHOLM (AFP) — Britain's Greg Rusedski 
Wednesday continued his winning momentum from last 
weekend's title in Paris, defeating Tommy Haas 6-1. 6-4 to 
reach the second round of the $825,000 Stockholm Open. 

The World No. 1 1 stayed on track for a possible place at 
this month's ATP Tour World Championships as he downed 
the German in 52 minutes. 

British third seed Tim He nman, also in the Hanover finals 
chase along with Russian Yevgeny Kafelnikov, was playing 
for a quarter-final place later a gains t South African wayne 
Ferreira. 

Rusedski was all dominant, denying Haas a single point 
on serve in the 20-minute opening set Rusedski broke for 
2-0 but dropped his own serve a game later. That mistake 
made little difference as he broke straight back to love. 

Haas started the second set with a double-fault, and final- 
ly scored his Gist point with a serve into the comer. 

But the fourth seed still got the break for 1-0 as Haas lost 
to 30. The German found at least a part of his game and held 
to make a match of it -.•••• - - 

However Rusedski was undaunted by Haas’ „ sudden, 
improvement and be kept up fee pressure, winning on fee 
first of two match points with a backhand volley. 

In a second-round match, American Todd Martin, who 
beat Andre Agassi and Pat Rafter back-to-back in Paris 
before losing in the semi-finals to Pete Sampras, Australian 
qualifier Wayne Arthurs' run wife a 6-4, 6-3 win. 

Arthurs caused a brief stir on Tuesday when he put out 
second seed Karol Kucera of Slovakia, one of the six men 
already qualified for Hanover. 

Top seed Pete Sampras, beaten by Rusedski in the Paris 
Open, was playing Jason Stoltenbeig of Australia in his first 
round match. 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HIRSCH 
ein« TiOuns Madk SrMen. W 


ALL W GOOD TIME 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 
*QJ92 
<7742 
0 Void 
+QJ9842 


WEST 
*K1043 
9Q9066 
0KJ8 
+ A 


SOUTH 
* AG 

VAKJ103 

OA96G4 

*5 


EAST 

♦ 876 
S Void 

0 Q 10 7 3 2 

♦ K 10768 


NORTH EAST 
10 Pus 

Few Paw 


Opening lead: Three of ♦ 
DearTannah: 

Fifty-one of the world's top play- 
on along with yours truly were 
Invited to compete In the Generali 
Masters Individual in Paris. I Just 
finished In the money, thenks in 
part to this hand. 

I liked ay partner's two-hem 


raise, and was somewhat surprised 
when West doubled the final con- 
tract I soon found out that the road 
was not going to ba easy. 

West's opening lead of a low 
spade proved helpful, dummy’s jock 
winning the crick. Thera was still a 
way to go, though. I led the queen 
of elube, ducked by East and taken 
hy West's ace. The nine of hearts 
was returned, and I soon saw that 
West had a sound double. 

I won in band, cashed the ace of 
diamonds and ruffed a riinmnud qq 
the table. The ace of spades served 
as the entry for a second diamond 
ruff After returning to hand with a 
spade ruff, 1 cashed the king of 
hearts and exited with a diamond. 
East was looking at a handful of 
winners, but it availed him naug ht. 
The defender was able to cash 
another diamond, but West, now 
down to nothing but trumps, waa 
forced to ruff this trick and then 
return a heart into my major 
tanoce. 

If then had been a lot man 

hands Ilka that, they would have 
pushed mo to an even more 
respectable standing. 


Abu Shakra 


. « A * f 


NEW APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consists of '3 bedrooms, salon, sitting room, 
3 bathrooms, living room, 
modem kitchen, central heating, lift, garage. 
Location: Sweifieh. 

Please call: 079/555217 


star 

national 

service 

exemption 

TEHRAN (AFP) — One of 
fee Iranian strikers who 
helped topple the U.S. in 
the World Cup this summer 
has earned special exemp- 
tion from doing his nation- 
al service. 

Mehdi Mahdavi-Kia was 
awarded fee dispensation 
as reward for his goal in 
Iran’s famous 2-1 win over 
the United States in Lyon, , 
local daily Etelaat reported 
here Wednesday. I 

Since his bright showing 
in France 98 the 22-year- 
old has been wooed by 
overseas clubs but “the bull 
calf of Teheran” as he is 
nicknamed has been unable 
to follow up any offers due 
to his military obligations. 

The historic game was 
fee first major sporting 
event between fee two 
countries since fee 1979 
American embassy hostage 
crisis in Tehran. 




' ‘ 'lAiii. . ” ^ 




China’s Xiufen Wang lifts the new world record of 117,5kg during the women’s 
53kg category clean and jerk at the World Weightlifting Championship in Lahti 
(AP photo) 


Rios, Kuerten win in first 
round of Chevrolet Cup 


SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) — Top-seeded 
Marcelo Rios of Chile, still in fee race for 
the No. 1 ranking on fee ATP tour, on 
Tuesday defeated Marcio Carls son of Brazil 
(5-2, 145, 6-2 in the first- round ..of,,. fee . 
$315,000 Chevrolet Cup tennis tournament. 

■ The second-ranked Rios, cheered by a 
highly partisan crowd, appeared on his way 
to an easy victory after fee first set, but was 
clearly surprised by Carisson’s play in the 
second one. 

In the final set, Rios broke Carisson’s ser- 
vice twice and won the final point with his 
sixth ace of the match. 

Rios, seeking his first title in his home- 
town tournament after reaching fee finals in 
fee last three years, is 605 points behind 
top-ranked Pete Sampras in the rankings. 


The Santiago tournament awards 150 points 
to the champion. 

Fourth-seeded Gustavo Kuerten of Brazil, 
the 1996 French Open champion, bad 11 

In cither SaMches, Felix Mantilla of Spain 
breezed past 

Mariano Zabaleta of Argentina 6-2, 6-3; 
Francisco Clavet of Spain defeated Ramon 
Delgado of Paraguay 6-4, 6-4; Martin 
Rodriguez of Paraguay beat Guillermo 
Canas of Argentina 3-6, 6-3. 7-6 (9-7) and 
Mariano Puerta of Argentina beat Fernando 
Vicente of Spain 2-6, 7-6 (7-2), 6-3. 7-2. 

Julian Alonso of Spain led 5-2 in the first 
set when countryman Juan Viloca. with- 
drew due to injury. 


Quartey fires early shots 
at De La Hoya 



NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Ike Quartey is not waiting 
around until next year to 
get in his shots at Oscar 
De La Hoya, firing off 
verbal jabs Tuesday by 
suggesting that the cham- 
pion's injury-forcing 
postponement of their 
fight was bogus. 

“I didn’t believe it,” the 
Ghana-born challenger 
said of the cut over the 
left eye which De La 
Hoya suffered in training 
camp at the end of last 
month that forced the 

I Loi Wnfciwl aydol Tnm 


ENJOY THE LONG 
WEEKEND WITH SAVINGS 

Hire a medium car for JD 19.99 
including tax, nolinitsd 
mileage, 24 far service 

U-Save Auto Rental Jordan 
T. 585-8874/5 
079-564911 

Ask for Ehsan 

- Abo ra&ibifl Mmfau ft 4x4 

- Mnunnm rental period 3 diyt 


delay of their World 
Boxing Council welter- 
weight championship 
bout in Las Vegas. 

“I heard that he was not 
doing well in the gym, 
that he was * knocked 
down and nor ready,” said 
Quartey (34-0-1, 2’9KOs). 
the former World Boxing 
Association welterweight 
champion. 

Quartey, with a record 
of 34-0-1. added: “He is 
trying to buy more time 
to get in shape.” 

De La Hoya dismissed 
Quartey’ s allegations at a 
news conference here to 
announce a new date of 
February 13 for the high- 
ly-anticipated showdown. 
The fight had initially 
been set for November 
21 . 

*That's not true at all,” 
De La Hoya. 

“I cut, I was in tremen- 
dous shape, I was ready. 
Unfortunately it hap- 
pened. 1 can’t do anything 
about it. 1 am not going to 
go into that ring with a 
wound, it would be dumb 


Lawrence Fishbume & 
Sam Neill .. in 

EVENT HORIZON 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


Julia Roberts & 
Richard Gere .. in 

PRETTY WOMAN 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10,30 


Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA TEL5677420 

CONCORD 


DEEP IMPACT 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:00. 8:15.1030 


9 1/2 WEEKS 

Shows: 3:30,5:30 


of me, no matter what 
anybody says,” said De 
La Hoya, who remains 
unbeaten and boasts 24 
knockouts in his 29 wins. 

“It’s a drag, it’s a long 
wail, but things happen, 
you got to move on,” 
added De La Hoya, who 
stopped Mexican legend 
Julio Cesar Chavez in the 
eighth round of their 
rematch in September in 
his last outing. 

De La Hoya also issued 
a warning to Quartey to 
be careful what he says. 

“It doesn't bother me if 
Quartey is saying ... 
Quartey is a great cham- 
pion, but never be over 
confident when you go 
into the ring.” 

Quartey, meanwhile, 
feels that the wait will 
work in his favour. 

"It will make me more 
hungry,” said Quartey 
who, because of legi 
entanglements, bas not 
fought since outpointing 
Jose Lopez of Mexico 
more than a year ago. 

AA TEL 5954793 //' 


GALLERIA I 

v ; ^ 

ABDOUN • 

www.cns.com.jo/Galleria 
Antonio Banderas .. in 

THE MASK OF Z0RR0 


^ GALLERIA2 y 

ABDOUN 

www.c7is.com.jo/Galleria 

Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT IHE 
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 


Davenport , 
advances 5 
at Advanta 

vellanova, 

Pennsylvania (AP) — Top- 
tanked Lindsay Davenport 
beat Kimberly Po 6-1, 6-2 
on Tuesday night to 
advance into the second 
round of the Advanta 
Championships. 

Po, who beat Carina 
Morreau 6-1. 6-3 in her; 4 
first match Monday, losir , 
the first three games of the 
opening set and the last 
four of fee second seL 

In other matches. Brie 
Rippener defeated 

Alexandra Fusai 7-6. 6-2 
and Ai Sugiyama downed 
Maria Alejandra Vento 6-1, 
6 - 2 . 

Eighth-seed Sandrine 
Testud of France withdrew 
in the third set due to a 
knee injury, giving the 
match to Russia's Elena 
Likhovtseva. 

Fifth-ranked Monica . 
Seles and sixfe-rankedf/ 
Nathalie Tauzial play their' '• 
first matches on 

Wednesday. Steffi Graf, 
who entered ranked 27th, 
will play Mary Jo 
Fernandez. 

Defending champion and 
second-seeded Martina 
Hingis, third-seeded Jana 
Novotna and fourth-ranked 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 
all received first-round 
■ byes. ■ 

The $450,000 Advanta 
tournament is the finaj^v 
event on the WTA Tour V., 
before the ■ Chase 

Championships in New 
York next week. 

Hi5k» Yan^s thorn 

10:4625155 / 


Ward our jm 
The nm play 


Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 1030 j I Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 1030 




Listings for films and showing times as re ceive d by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 
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\LOCAL SPORTS NEWS ?j 


Committee to oversee 
women’s weightlifting team 

AMMAN (J.T.i — Jordan Weightlifting Federation 
President Ibrahim Harb Wednesday assigned 
Federation Secretary General Azam Zoubi to form a 
women's committee to oversee the women’s national 
weightlifting team. The federation has decided to hold 
a training course for weightlifting coaches. 

Yarmouk seminar discusses 
performance enhancing drugs 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A public awareness seminar on the 
dangers of performance enhancing drugs was held at 
the Yaimouk University. The workshop lectures 
touched upon topics such as the negative effects of drug 
on the health and psychological well-being of athletes. 
The seminar stressed the importance of raising public 
awareness among young generations regarding the 
issue. 

Chess team to leave for Qatar 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Royal Chess Federation 
Wednesday formed its team to participate in the Arab 
Chess Clubs Tournament which will be held in Qatar. 
The delegation consists of Ibrahim Kiub as head of the 
team. Ahm3d Samhouri and Samir Himsawi as players. 
Another team was formed to participate in similar event 
in Morocco. 

Compiled by Ahmad Khatib 


North Korea Asiad 
team cut in half 

TOKYO (AFP) — North Korea has virtually halved the 
number of its competitors bound for the Bangkok Asian 
Games next month, a top Korean sports official said here 
Wednesday. 

The famine-hit hardline communist state, preparing for 
its first Asian Games in eight years, will be represented by 
only 210 athletes from an original squad of 400. 

"Various severe factors may have been taken into consid- 
eration." said Kum Yong-Gin. vice president of the Korean 
Amateur Athletic Association in Japan. 

‘They will charge 50 dollars a day at the athletes' village. 
Bui J don’t know whether this has influenced the decision." 
he added. 

After sending 446 athletes to the Beijing Games, finish- 
ing fourth in the overall medal standings. North Korea 
skipped the 1994 Asian Games in Hiroshima amid a wors- 
ening in relations with Japan. But it took part in the 
Summer Olympics in 1992 and 1996. 

The country's main hopes of gold centre on weightlifting, 
judo, shooting and wrestling. 

Kum regretted the North Korean men's basketball team 
had withdrawn from the event. 

“I don't know what has happened and 1 regret it because 
we have great interest in the team which may include Ri 
Myong-Hun." 

It was at the 1990 Beijing Games that Ri. who is listed by 
the Guinness Book of World Records as the world’s tallest 
man at 2.34 metres 1 7ft 8). made his international basketball 
debut. 

North Korea will be making its first appearance in a 
men's international football event since it took pan in the 
final Asian zone qualifying round in October 1993 at Doha. 
Qatar, for the 1994 World Cup finals in the United States. 


Donovan 
Bailey 
‘out for 
up to 
eight 
months’ 

TORONTO (AFP) — 
Olympic sprint champion 
Donovan Bailey, who rup- 
tured his Achilles tendon in 
September, could be side- 
lined for up to eight 
months. according to 
nedia reports on Tuesday. 

The Toronto Star, quoting 
medical sources, said the 
Canadian was currently 
training in a swimming 
pool to avoid putting too 
much pressure on his leg 
and was likely to need 
between six to eight 
months before running 
again. 

Anthony Galea said: "1 
won’t let him go back ear- 
lier than that. 1 want his 
recovery over 100 per cent, 
so that he’s not just running 
but running world-class.” 

Bailey came to the fore 
by deposing Britain's 
Linford Christie in winning 
»be 1995 world champi- 
onship title, then breaking 
die world record by taking 
the 1 00m Olympic title in 
Atlanta. 

He was beaten b\ his 
great ri\al Maurice Greene 
of the United States, how - 
e\er. at the world champi- 
onships in Athens last year. 



Liverpool’s English international Michael Owen (R) slips past Tottenham 
Hotspurs' John Scales during the Worthington Cup match at Anfield Road in 
Liverpool. Tottenham defeated Liverpool 3-1 lAP photo) 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Pierce in Australian hardcourts 

GOLD COAST (AFP) — Former 
Australian Open champion Mary Pierce 
was Wednesday confirmed as (he top seed 
for January's SI 70.000 Australian 

women's hardcourt tennis championship 
here. Pierce, ranked seventh in the world, 
will compete against World No. 10 Patty 
Sc hinder of Switzerland and top 20 play- 
ers. Romanian Irina Spirleu and defending 
champion Ai Sugiyama of Japan. The 
tournament, which runs from January 3-9. 
feature?. 17 of the top 50 women's players 
with Monica Seles another possible as her 
Australian coach Gavin Hopper is based on 
the G»*ld Coast. 

Kopke wants to leave Marseille 

MARSEILLE lAFP) — Veteran keeper 
Andreas Kopke said Wednesday he wants 
to quit Marseille after falling out with 
coach Rolland Courbis. The 36- year-old 
German is at odds with Courbis over his 
selection policy and their relationship 
worsened last Friday when a heated 
exchange followed Courbis 's decision to 
u*-e Stephane Porato against Monaco. 


“With Rolland Courbis extending his con- 
tract for another season I have to leave as 
soon :ls possible. I'm waiting for a club to 
show interest in me to give a new direction 
to my career. " he said. "I will continue to 
come to training in respect of my contract.” 
added Kopke who is due to meet Marseille 
President Jean-Michel Roussier 
Wednesday. Directors at the club, which 
extended its unbeaten run in the French 
league to six on Tuesday, have made it 
clear they will not bank to keep him 
aboard. 

Pearce ban appeal rejected 

NEWCASTLE (AFP) — Newcastle 
United defender Stuart Pearce failed 
Tuesday in his bid to have his sending-off 
against West Ham United overturned. The 
36-year-old former England full-back con- 
tested his dismissal by referee Graham Poll 
for a challenge on Trevor Sinclair, submit- 
ting a video and written account in support 
of his claim. But the Football Association 
has turned down the appeal, saying the 
matter does not warrant farther investiga- 
tion. The decision means Pearce will now 
sit nut three matches. 


Jordan among 39 countries 
confirmed for Asian Games 


By Aleen Bannayan 

AMMAN — The Kingdom is among 
thirty nine countries that have con- 
firmed participation at the Asian 
Games in Thailand next month, organ- 
isers said Wednesday. 

Jordan Olympic Committee (JOC) 
vice-chairman Mouaffaq Al Fawwaz 
announced Jordan's delegation, which 
includes 19 officials and 37 athletes, 
will be competing in 1 1 events. 

Jordan will be taking part in athlet- 
ics. boxing, bowling, gymnastics, 
judo, karate, shooting, squash, swim- 
ming, weightlifting and taekwondo in 
the Dec. 6-20 event. 

Fawwaz noted that the Asian Games 
would be one of the most valuable 
chances to assess teams prior to the 
Pan-Arab Games that will be held in 
Amman Aug. 15-31. 1999. 

Among the Kingdom’s most popular 
sports missing the event are soccer. 


and basketball. Both federations have 
recently had their share of contro ven- 
al issues to deal with which had a neg- 
ative effect on the game. The basket- 
ball board recently declined participa- 
tion after the federation's resignation 
which led to the freezing of all basket- 
ball activities (see separate story on 
page 10). 

Jordan's delegation includes medal 
winners headed by Mohammad Abu 
Khadijeh. one of the country's leading 
sportsmen having won two gold 
medals at the 8th Pan-Arab Games and 
Jordan's only gold at the 1 8th Arab 
Boxing Championships which con- 
cluded^ in Tunisia recently. 

The delegation also includes Pan- 
Arab Games boxing gold medal win- 
ner Basel Hindawi. judo’s silver 
medallist Masa Khalaf. swimming's 
bronze medallist Hana Majaj, and 
weightlifting's Ayed Khawaldeh who 
became the first Jordanian to win three 


bronze medals in any event. 

The athletics team includes 
Fakhreddin Fuad — a gold medallist 
in the high jump: Butheina Mahsiri 
who won bronze in karate: taekwondo 
gold medalist Hussein Tahleh. silver 
medalist Mohammad Abul Ruz and 
Ibrahim Aqel and women's team silver 
medallists Zahu Talhouni. Nancy 
Hindi, and bronze medallist Ahlam 
Bino. 

AFP reported that Games advisory- 
committee chairman Admiral Surawul 
Maharom said Yemen, Tajikistan and 
Palestine were the only states left to 
confirm their participation and warned 
that any delays could threaten the 
smooth running of the event. 

Officials have tried to shrug off fears 
that .Asia's financial crisis would over- 
shadow the event but several compet- 
ing nations have been forced to scale 
down their teams, blaming economic 
turmoil. 


Jordan’s delegation to the Asian Games 


Jawdat Abdul Mun'em Head of delegation 
Mohammad Darwish Deputy head of delegation 
Aref Ishaqat official 

Three reporters 
Dr. Mo hamma d Abu Ein 


• Athletics 

Abbas Aziz 
Taleb Rousan 
Mohammad Mutari 
Muhammad Ayed 
Tareq Najjar 
Fakhruldin Fuad 
Shad! Qa’qour 
Mohammad Abdul Baqi 


(coach) 

(official) 

(800m, 1,500m) 

(400m, 800mj 
(shot put, discus) 

(high jump) 
(100.200.400m) 

(triple jump, long jump) 


• Boxing 

Maytham Amer (coach) 

Ayman Abdul Hamid (60 kilogrammes) 

Basel Hindawi (over 91 kilogrammes.) 

Mohammad Abu Khadijeh (over 9 1 kilogrammes) 


• Bowling 
Mohammad Masri 


• Gymnastics 
, Jian Hwang 

Ahmad Abdo 
: Shadi khouri 

• Jndo 

Anatoli Kalinsky 
Tawftq Suleiman 
Mousa Khalaf 
Rami Dasouqi 

• Karate 
Ahmad Mutaw’e 


(Coach) 


(coach) 

(66-73 kilogrammes) 
(73-81 kilogrammes) 
(60-66 kilogrammes) 


(coach) 


Khalil Farran 
Butheina Saleh 

• Shooting 

Aysar Hiayari 
Mazen Khatib 
Nizar Madi 
Mohammad Hiyari 

• Squash 

Wael Tabbalat 
Saa'd Hijazi 
Mohammad Saeed 
Majd Njada 

• Sw immin g 
Ali Nawwas 
Hana Majaj 

• Weightlifting 
Shong fii Dong 
Ayed Khawaldeh 
Aw ad Aboudi 

• Taekwondo 

2 coaches. 1 official 
Zaha Talhouni 
Aliysar Matar 
Ahlam Bino 
Nancy Hindi 
Luma Abu Judiun 
Ala’ Kitket 
Mohammad Hamed 
Ali Asmar 

Mohammad Abul Ruz 
Mohammad Faraijeh 
Hussein Tahleh 
Ibrahim Kama! 


(under 65 kilogrammes; 
. (over 60 kilogrammes ) 


(coach) 


(coach) 

(100.200. butterfly) 


(coach) 

(under 56 kilogrammes) 
(over 105 kilogrammes) 


(under 47 kilogrammes) 
(47-51 kilogrammes) 
(5.1-55 kilogrammes) 
(56 kilogrammes) 
(55-59 kilogrammes) 
(63-67 kilogrammes.) 
(54 kilogrammes) 
(54-58 kilogrammes) 
(62-67 kilogrammes) 
(72-78 kilogrammes) 
(78-84 kilogrammes) 
(84 kilogrammes) 


Japanese Asian Games competitor fails drug test 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan on 
Wednesday became the lat- 
est nation to report a drug 
failure among its Asian 
Games hopefuls when a 58- 
year-old snooker player 
tested positive for anabolic 
steroids. 

The Japanese Olympic 
Committee (JOC) said 
Junsuke Inoue. set to be the 
oldest Japanese competitor 
at Bangkok, would be 
banned for two years from 
any JOC-sanctioned event 

All 635 Japanese athletes 
bound for Bangkok under- 
went doping tests on 
October 1 and traces of 
raethyltestosterone. a male 
hormone with similar 
effects to testosteroue, were 
found in Inoue 's urine sam- 
ple. the JOC said. 

The drug cost Canadian 


sprinter Ben Johnson his 
100-metre gold medal and 
world record at the 1988 
Seoul Olympics. 

Inoue admitted he had 
taken the product to 
enhance his energy level. 

"He admitted having 
taken an over-the-counter 
drug. It may be attributed to 
his carelessness.” said 
Takashi Kawahara. who 
heads the JOC anti-doping 
committee. 

He added. ‘It may be 
ascribed to a lack of aware- 
ness about doping but. in 
any case, we will have to 
make efforts to enlighten 
athletes.” 

Snooker, making its debut 
at the Asian Games, is noto- 
rious for the use of beta 
blocker-type drugs to 
counter nerves. 


Teruji Kokage, who heads 
the Japanese delegation to 
Bangkok, said he regretted 
that a drug cheat was dis- 
covered. “We will fight with 
utmost care to produce no 
offender from our top com- 
petitors.” 

Kokage said Inoue would 
not be replaced on the bil- 
liard team. 

Last week. South Korea 
banned a swimmer and two 
gymnasts from the Games, 
which start December 6. 
after they tested positive for 
banned diuretics often used 
to control weight. 

Inoue's case was the sec- 
ond serious doping incident 
involving a Japanese. 

In May 1996. male sprint- 
er Yoshitakn fto was banned 
for four years by the 
International Amateur 


Athletic Federation after 
testing positive for methyl- 
testostemone. 

Ito denied taking the sub- 
stance knowingly. 

In another doping case, a 
high level of testosterone 
was detected in a Japanese 
player at the 1984 Los 
Angeles Olympics. But it 
was determined later by 
another test that the male 
hormone was naturally pro- 
duced. 

In 1995. lzumi Maki test- 
ed positive for the diuretic 
furosemide when she won 
the Sapporo half-marathon. 
She claimed to have used a 
cold treatment which might 
have contained the drug but 
was stripped of the victory 
and banned for three 
months. 
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Arab states prefer 
diplomacy in Iraq crisis 


DOHA fR) — Arab stales 
would prefer a diplomatic 
solution to the latest crisis with 
Iraq over U.N. weapons 
inspections, the foreign minis- 
ters of Egypt and Saudi Arabia 
said on Wednesday. 

"In general our stress is on a 
politics] and diplomatic solu- 
tion," Egypt’s Amr Musa told 
reporters when asked about the 
Arab stance towards possible 
U.S. military strikes on Iraq. 

"We are going to discuss the 
Iraqi crisis tonight," he said as 
foreign ministers from Syria. 
Egypt and the six members of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council 
gathered in Doha for a two-day 
meeting. 

The GCC comprises Saudi 
Arabia. Kuwait Bahrain. 
Qatar, the United An* 
Emirates, and Oman. 

The eight stales meeting in 
Doha signed the Damascus 
Declaration to boost coopera- 


tion in defence and other areas 
after the Gulf war in 1991 
which ejected Iraqi forces from 
Kuwait 

They were to start talks later 
on Wednesday amid the new 
crisis between the United 
Nations and Iraq after 
Baghdad decided to halt coop- 
eration with the U.N. Special 
Commission overseeing the 
dismantling of Iraqi weapons 
of mass destruction. 

■‘We are for a diplomatic and 
political solution and we are 
against making any problems 
in the Arab world because we 
are not in need of such prob- 
lems." Saudi Arabia's Prince 
Saud Ai Faisal said on arrival. 

■‘We advise Iraq to accept 
international resolutions of the 
Security Council so dial they 
can have everything they ask 
for.” he added. 

In Cairo, Egypt’s President 
Hosni Mubarak was also quot- 


IsraeJi warplanes raid Hizbollah positions 

BEIRUT ( AFP) — Israeli warplanes staged dawn raids against 
suspected positions of the Iranian-backed Hizbollah group in 
southern Lebanon on Wednesday, police said. Israeli fighter- 
bombers carried out four strikes with air-to-ground missiles 
against Hizbollah positions in the Iqiim AI Touffoh hills, a 
Hizbollah stronghold, police said. There were no immediate 
reports of damage or casualties. 

Hizbollah says 1,200 members killed 

BEIRUT (AFP) — The leader of Lebanon's Hizbollah guerril- 
la movement said Wednesday that about 1200 members have 
died since the group began fighting Israeli forces in south 
Lebanon in 1982. Hizbollah Secretary General Sheikh Hassan 
Nasrallah gave the number of "martyrs since the unleashing of 
the resistance against Israeli occupation" during a ceremony 
marking the 16th anniversary of die first Hizbollah suicide 
attack against Israel. 

Pom replaces BBC news 

GENEVA (R) — Satellite television viewers in Europe have 
been seeing naked women rather than their favourite news read- 
ers when timing in to die British Broadcasting Corporation's 
staid World Service this week. The frequency normally bring- 
ing in the BBCs 24-hour news service was apparently switched 
by accident to a network called the Eros Channel. In mid-after- 
noon, Eros was carrying advertisements for the services of 
ladies with names like "Chloe of Capetown” and giving their 
phone numbers. But by mid-evening, the programming grew 
hotter ... There was no immediate explanation from satellite ser- 
vice providers in Switzerland. 

Tenet threatened resignation over Pollard 

NEW YORK (R) — U.S. CIA Director George Tenet threat- 
ened to resign, if convicted spy Jonathan Jay Pollard was 
released as part of last month's Middle East peace deaf a pub- 
lished report said on Tuesday. The New York Times, citing 
Clinton administration officials, said Tenet gave his warning to 
UJS. President Bill Clinton after learning that Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu made Pollard’s case a key bar- 
gaining point at the U5.-brokered peace talks at Wye Mills. 

Prince Charles website a hit with surfers 

LONDON (R) — The launch of Prince Charles' website on 
Wednesday proved to be a huge success on the Internet with I 
1 .75 million hits recorded in its first 24 hours. The heir to foe- 
throne, who celebrates his 50th birthday next week, attracted 
reactions from websurters as far afield as Australia and the 
United States for his views on everything- from architecture to 
agriculture. ‘This site provides us a powerful way of getting 
across — in an unfiltered way — information about the prince 
to people across the world." a spokesman said. The 354-page 
site — hnpyAvww.princeofwaIes.gov.uk — is directly linked to 
the Buckingham Palace website which attracted more than 100 
million hits in its first year. 

‘Pregnancy may make women smarter’ 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Hormones released during pregnan- 
cy and nursing enrich pans of the mother's brain involved in 
learning and memory, a study of animals suggests. The findings, 
released Tuesday at a Society for Neuroscience meeting, may 
help in understanding the effects that higher hormone levels 
have on the brain during childbearing. Tire results of the study 
of mice, however, are inconsistent with research at the 
University of Southern California indicating that pregnant 
women perform poorly on cognitive tests designed to test mem- 
ory. pereepnuil speed and learning ability. Some researchers 
have attributed feelings of fuzzy-mindedness among many 
expectant mothers to emotional stress from pregnancy, which 
provokes higher levels of a hormone called cortisol that inter- 
feres with memoiy. 

Threats prompt papers to abandon sex ads 

ATHENS (AP) — Most Greek newspapers left out ads fa- 
phone sex lines and escorts Wednesday after authorities threat- 
ened prosecution for notices deemed linked to prostitution. At 
least one newspaper, the Athens daily Apoyevmatini, defied the 
bon and ran over 150 ads. The paper called the threats of prose- 
cution u blow to press freedom. Many daily newspapers usual- 
ly carry several pages of ads fa escorts, phone sex lines and 
massages. Athens’ chief prosecutor Tuesday sent an order to 
police demanding the arrest of the publisher and editor of any 
newspaper that prints advertisements encouraging "another's 


Star watchers set for fireworks from comet 

CAPETOWN (R) — Star gazers could be in for a spectacular 
stellar fireworks show next week when the earth passes through 
the tail of the comet Tempel-Puttle, South African astronomers 
said on Wednesday. "We pass through the comet's path every 
year. But this year it should be far better than usual because 
Tempel-Puttle rounded the sun in February," Case Rijsdijk of 
Cape Town University’s observatory told Reuters. “When the 
comet last rounded the sun in 1966 there were spectacular 
shows," he added. . _ 


ed as saying the Arab World 
wanted a non-military solu- 
tion. 

“As far as I know, there is no 
one single Arab country that 
supports the use of force 
against Iraq.” the government 
daily AI Ahram AI Masa'i 
quoted him as saying. 

The United States, with 
Britain's backing, has said it is 
ready to use force if Iraq does 
not back down. A U.S. defence 
official said Washington was 
sending additional warplanes 
to the region as part of a build- 
up of its forces. 

The United Stales has said it 
expects to receive all the sup- 
port it needs in dealing with 
Iraq. The United Nations with- 
drew its staff from Baghdad on 
Wednesday, and the United 
States authorised the departure 
of hs non-essential embassy 
staff and dependants from 
Kuwait and Israel. 

Talabani 


assures 
Turkey he 
will fight 
PKK 


ANKARA ( AFP) — Iraqi 
Kurd Leader Jalal Talabani 
assured Turkey Wednesday 
that his Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK) will guar- 
antee the security of their 
border and fight rebel 
Turkish Kurds. 

“We are going to ensure 
the border's security. That 
will keep Turkish troops 
from launching incursions 
into northern Iraq.” 
Talabani said at a news con- 
ference. 

“We also recognise 
Turkey’s right to defend 
itself,” he added. 

Turkish troops last week 
began a new offensive into 
northern Iraq against the 
rebel Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK), which has main- 
tained rear bases in the area 
since 1991. 

"We will resort to any 
means necessary to fight the 
PKK in the areas that we 
control,” Talabani said. 

Talabani has sought to 
reassure Turkey in recent 
days of his group's desire to 
oppose the PKK in northern 
Iraq, which the PUK and 
rival Iraqi Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP) 
have controlled in defiance 
of Baghdad since the 1991 
Gulf war. 

Turkey had accused the 
PUK of backing the rebels 
while the KDP has helped 
Ankara combat the PKK 
since May 1997. 

On Tuesday, Turkish Vice 
Premier Bulent Ecevit 
accused Iraq of increasing 
its support for the rebels and 
warned that Ankara was 
ready to take measures to 
protea its security. 





Israeli university 
Jerusalem roads 


students block 
in tuition protest 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Hundreds of Israeli university 
students blocked major roads 
in Jerusalem Wednesday after 
talks with the government on 
their demands for tuition fee 
cuts broke down. 

The students, going into the 
fourth week of a class boy- 
cott, stopped traffic on a main 
route leading into Jerusalem 
and tried to bar roads near 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s residence and a 
major shopping mall wit- 
nesses said. 

The demonstrations erupted 
after talks between student 


leaders and Netanyahu's chief 
of staff, Mosbe Leon, failed to 
resolve the dispute over 
tuition fees at state universi- 
ties and students' living con- 
ditions. 

Dozens of students had 
been arrested in earlier street 
protests and about 80 demon- 
strators launched a hunger 
strike Monday outside 
Netanyahu's home. 

Israel Radio said one 
hunger striker collapsed late 
Tuesday and was taken to 
hospiial. 

Netanyahu had remained 
largely silent on the protest 


until foe hunger strike began 
on Monday, when be appoint- 
ed Leon fo seek a solution to 
the dispute. 

After a series of meetings. 
Leon declared Wednesday 
that be was breaking off the 
talks, calling the student 
demands “entirely unrealis- 
tic.” 

Students said Leon had 
accepted their suggestion that 
tuition fees be cut by half if 
students participate in sane ' 
“voluntary work.” but then 
backed off. 

The students are demanding 
that Netanyahu deal with their 


demands directly. 

Labour Party leader Ehud 
Barak also called an 
Netanyahu to deal personally 
with the matter. 

"I am calling on the prime 
minister to take the matter 
into his own hands. This is not 
a matter fa Leon, but fa the 
prime minis ter himself,” he 
said. 

Strikers have criticised foe 
government fa allocating 
large potions of the state bud- 
get to religious schools and 
Jewish settlers in the West 
Bank instead of investing in 
state educating-. 


Taleban ask Iran to 
stop returning refugees 


Islamists take control 
of Nazareth council 


ISLAMABAD (R) — The 
Taleban militia asked Iran on 
Wednesday to stop sending 
Afghan refugees back and 
urged the LInited Nations to 
provide food and shelter for 
those who had arrived in 
Afghanistan, an Afghan Dews 
service reported 

The Pakistan-based Afghan 
Islamic Press quoted Taleban 
spokesman Waldl Ahmad as 
saying that thousands of 
Afghan refugees in neighbour- 
ing Iran were being sent back. 

“Every day hundreds of 
Afghan refugees are being 
removed from Iran,” Ahmad 
said “We want Iran and the 
United Nations to stop that 
process.” 

“But if this process contin- 
ues (ben we want the United 
Nations to provide food and 
shelter to these refugees, other- 
wise. if arrangements are not 
made then there is a fear that 
thousands of these refugees 


wvli die.'' 

The Taleban and Iran have 
been locked in a war of words 
since the Taleban admitted that 
Iranian officials had been 
killed by “maverick” Taleban 
fighters when the Islamic mili- 
tia overran the opposition 
stronghold of Mazar-e-Sharif 
in August. 

It accuses Iran of arming and 
training opposition groups 
contesting its 90 per cent con- 
trol of the country. 

Ahmad said the refugees 
were returning to Nimroz and 
Herat provinces in 
Afghanistan but the Taleban 
did not have the resources to 
provide food and shelter to 
these people. The total number 
of Afghan refugees in Iran was 
not immediately known but 
after the forma Soviet Union's 
occupation of Afghanistan in 
1979 millions of Afghans left 
the country and took refuge in 
neighbouring Pakistan a Iran. 


NAZARETH (AFP) — 
Violence flared in the town 
where Jesus Christ spent his 
childhood as Islamist candi- 
dates won control of 
Nazareth’s council in 
municipal elections whose 
results were announced on 
Wednesday. 

Youths supporting defeat- 
ed Islamist mayoral chal- 
lenger Salman Abu Ahmad 
stormed the offices of the 
victorious Christian incum- 
bent. Ramiz Jeraisi, and 
fought with supporters of 
his secular Arab 
Democratic Front for Peace 
and Equality (Hadash) early 
Wednesday, witnesses said. 

Although Jeraisi retained 
his post with 52 per cent of 
the vote, his party lost 
ground in the council, with 
Islamist candidates winning 
10 of the body’s 19 seats, 
sources in the town said. 

One Hadash youth was 


stabbed in the foot with a 
knife during fighting at 
Jeraisi’s offices after the 
results were announced, 
witnesses said. 

Turnout in the town was 
around 85 per cent of the 
39,000 eligible voters, 
sources at the municipality 
said on Wednesday, 

Before the election, 
Jeraisi's Hadash, which has 
controlled city politics for 
23 years, held 11. seats on 
the 1 9- member council, 
against five for Abu 
Ahmad’s United Nazareth 
List and other Islamic 
groups, and three for -inde- 
pendents. After Tuesday’s 
election, Hadash was left 
with nine seats and ail the 
independents and smaller 
parties were ejected. 

Abu Ahmad had accused 
Jeraisi of fomenting discord 
by stressing the city's 
Christian heritage. 


Parapsychology "healers' thriving in Iraq 




BAGHDAD (AP) — Sabah 
Karaadja repairs washing machines 
by day. On three evenings a week, 
he treats the sick in a downtown 
church with his supposedly special 
psychic powers. 

On a recent night, Kamadja 
moved his hands slowly above the 
head and stomach of a young 
woman on a bed. With his piercing 
blue eyes squinting, be explained 
her problem to a visitor: “She is los- 
ing her hair.” 

Kamadja is one of dozens of unli- 
censed healers who have surfaced 
as Iraq's public health care has dete- 
riorated and private care has 
become too expensive for many. 
The new brand of practitioners call 
themselves masters of electromag- 
netic fields or parapsychologists. 

The phenomenon is delated in 
newspapers and on talk shows. 

The weekly Alef Ba ran a cartoon 
of a parapsychologist's office with a 
sign saying "paralooty” — Tooty” 
is Iraqi slang for swindler. A psy- 
chology professor even approached 
President Saddam Hussein to urge 
the government step in to regulate 
the practice. 

Ignoring critics who denounce the 
healers as quacks. Iraqis are flock- 


ing to the “blessed hands” for relief 
from disorders ranging from cancer 
and blindness to arthritis and acne. 

The healers' reputations spread by 
word of mouth, often based on out- 
rageous claims. One story making 
the rounds claimed the first lady in 
an Arab country sent 15 blind men 
to one healer, himself blind, and he 
cured them all. 

Sometimes receiving up to 60 
patients a day, the healers are raking 
in bundles of money, but still 
charge less than conventional doc- 
tors. 

Regular clinics charge 2.000 
dinars ($1 .60) a visit — half a gov- 
ernment employee's monthly 
salary. Pay scales have never been 
adjusted to the deep depredation of 
the dinar caused by U.N. economic 
sanctions imposed on Iraq after its 
invasion of Kuwait eight years ago. 

Most of the healers take 1,000 
dinars (SO cents) a session. 

And no medicines are required. A 
very few, like Kamadja the washing 
machine repairman, do not charge 
at all. 

Another reason people are going 
to healers is that the regular health 
system has collapsed. Iraq has 
blamed thousands of deaths on 


shortages of medicine under the 
U.N. sanctions. The sanctions ban 
the free export of oil, Iraq's most 
valuable commodity, and have dev- 
astated the economy. 

AI Harith Hassan, a British-edu- 
cated professor of psychology at 
Baghdad University, calls the tread 
toward paranormal medicine back- 
ward. He said he suggested to 
“upper circles” — meaning Saddam 
— that the healers be regulated. 

Hassan, who heads the Iraqi 
Parapsychologist Society, the only 
such group in the Arab World, doesr 
n't say all the healers are fakes. 

He wants their abilities to be test- 
ed and suggests those who are 
found .effective — a very few, he 
believes — be employed as aides in 
state-run hospitals. 

As it is, he said, the deteriorating 
economic situation has created a 
market for people “who abuse the 
simpletons who want to get better.” 
He said there are 400 healers prac- 
tising in Baghdad alone. 

Several healers said they detect a 
person's illness by using their hands 
as scanners to sense a gap in the 
“halo” surrounding everyone’s 
body. Then, they say, they focus 
electromagnetic powers to heal. 


“It is like charging a dead bat 7 
tery,” said Dhafer Hussein, who left 
accounting to open a healers' office 
in the middle-class area of AI 
Doura. His card lists 10 ailments in 
which he specialises, -including 
migraines, ulcers and gland-related 
disorders. - • 

Hussein said that after extensive 
reading on parapsychology, be 
decided to try bis hand at it and 
cured an uncle’s gangrene. 

He claims he has cured 1 ,000 peo- 
ple since. 

One patient, who gave his name 
as Salem, swore his ulcer pains dis- 
appeared after a few sessions with 
Hussein, who also recommended 
the patient lighten up on spicy 
foods. A 23-year-old woman named 
Warda said Hussein helped her 
regain partial sight after she was 
blinded in an auto accident 
Hussein and Kamadja insist their 
work is scientific, unlike traditional 
faith healers who use charms or 
readings from Koran. Yet Hussein 
says he would not attempt to treat 
his three children. 

“I send them to a doctor,” he said. 
If I tried to heal them! I might 
affect some symptoms so the doctor 
could get confused.” 


Jagger opposed 
to daughter’s 
catwalk career 

LONDON (AFP) — Rolling 
Stones singer Mick Jagger 
does not want his 14-year-okl 
daughter to take up modelling 
and thinks she should concen- 
trate on her studies, his wife 
top model Jerry HaD says in 
the December issue of 
Harpers and Queen magazine. 
“He wants Elizabeth to con- 
centrate on her school work 
and says it is really silly as she 
doesn't Med the money,” Hall 
said. Elizabeth who is tall and 
blood like her mother, has 
already modelled clothes fa 
Thierry Mugler and Vivienne 
Westwood Hall did not 
appear to share hex husband's 
misgivings about the wodd of 
modelling and its association 
with compulsive slimming, 
anorexia and sometimes drug 
abuse. 

Christo to spruce 
up oil tank 

OBERHAUSEN (AP) — 
Christo, die artist who 
wrapped the Reichstag in sil- 
very fabric, said Tuesday he 
win rearm to Germany to 
spruce up an enormous pre- 
war oil tank with colourful 
barrels. Tbe artist and his wife. 
Jeanne -Claude, plan to bisect 
a II 0-metre-high tank built in 
1929 with a wall of painted 
barrels. Tbe project called 
‘The Wafl.” is to open April 
30 with a $6 entrance fee. “W? 
want to create a friendly con- 
trast with the colourful barrel- 
wall to die gloomy, depressing 
oil tank.” Christo said TK 
couple's wrapping of the- 
Reichstag drew enormous 
'crowds in 1995. 

Diana memorial 
will not fund 
mine removal 

LONDON (AP) — Princess 
Diana's memorial says it will 
help victims of land mines bur 
will not pay to have the 
devices removed Tire fund 
said in a statement Tuesday 
that die $1.7 million it has 
available fa the cause would 
cover just a fraction of foe cost 
of removing mines. It said th/ 1 
money should instead bc^ 
victims. Diana drew attention 
to the issue when she walked 
through a minefield in Angola 
in 1997. Tbe fund's decision 
dismayed one group involved 
in clearing mines. "We face 
the ludicrous situation of the 
Diana memorial fund doing 
nothing to help a cause to 
which she gave a very clear 
and very important commit- 
meat,’’ said Lou McGrath, 
director of the Mines 
Advisory Group. 

DiCaprio slims 
down for 
upcoming role 

NEW YORK (AP) — Hr. 
fortunes rose with “Titanic^ 
but will Leonardo DiCaprio 
be too pudgy to make it on 
Tbe Beach"? The heartthrob 
has put on 10 kilogrammes* 
thanks to a combination of 
junk food, nightdubbing and 
a knee operation that kept him 
out of the gym, the New York 
Post reported Tuesday. The 
extra weight has Danny 
Boyle, director of DiCaprio’s 
next movie, a little worried, 
the Post said. DiCaprio is due 
to start shooting Tie Beach” 
in January. His $20 million 
starring role will require him 
to spend a lot of time in 
ba&ing suits and shorts, 
DiCaprio is now repeatedly 4 
a stringent diet and has scaled.* 
back the party life in an effort 
to fit foe pan 

Joe Camel 
goes on trial 

WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
tone driven by a bluesy har- 
monica rang om at tbe Federal 
Trade Commission on 
Tuesday as testimony began 
in the trial of Joe Camel, foe 
canoon character aernyv! of 
enticing minors , to smoke. 
Govanment lawyers spent 
hours showing an administra- 
tive law judge just how preva- 
lent RJ. Reynolds Tobaccoj 
Co.’s Joe Camel advertising? 
campaign was in foe. United - 
States, with dozens of items 
stamped with the cartoon. 


t 




